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Drama
This course is for those who would enjoy working hard with  
other people on all aspects of stage performance and production.  
It is for those who love to practise until they achieve their 
very best. The course explores how scripts are turned into 
performance, how plays reflect the culture that produces them 
and how actors, designers and technicians prepare and achieve 
the effects the audience experiences.

Course duration: 2 years   Course type: Linear A Level 
Course specific entry requirements: Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)  Assessment methods: Exam project  
and coursework   Exam board: WJEC
Related subjects: English Language or Literature, History

Film
A Level Film Studies is the study of everything cinematic.  
From Silent European Cinema to contemporary Hollywood,  
the course aims to develop our understanding and appreciation  
of film. We will examine movements and trends within the world  
of film as well as investigating reasons why such changes 
occur. We will uncover how cinema is not just a medium for 
entertainment, but that films are political and social platforms, 
which demand our study and reflection in order to help us  
make sense of our changing world.

Course duration: 2 years   Course type: Linear A Level 
Course specific entry requirements: Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)   Assessment methods: 2 final exams -  
2h 45m each plus practical coursework   Exam board: WJEC
Related subjects: Media Studies, English Language,  
English Literature

Course Information
Media 
A Level Media Studies is a general media course that includes 
the study of a wide range of different media including television 
programmes, films, advertising and marketing, newspapers and 
magazines, video games, radio programmes, music videos and 
online media including social media. It is a good combination of 
academic study and practical, creative coursework. A Level Media 
is based on the understanding of media concepts which include; 

It also includes the study of the media contexts: the social, 
political, cultural and historical contexts that shape the media  
and the way audiences consume it.

Course duration: 2 years   Course type: Linear A Level 
Course specific entry requirements: Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)   Assessment methods: 2 exams and 
coursework   Exam board: WJEC   Related subjects: Film Studies, 
Graphics, English Language, English Literature, Politics & Sociology.

Physical Education 
Physical Education A Level covers a wide subject area, with a 
focus on sport and how various factors can contribute to success. 
You will develop your knowledge and understanding of how these 
factors combine together to influence performance. You will also 
develop an understanding of how performance can be improved 
through practice, training and by analysis and evaluation.

Course duration: 2 years   Course type: Linear A Level 
Course specific entry requirements: Grade 4 from Science   
Assessment methods: 3 exams and a practical assessment   
Exam board: OCR   Related subjects: Sciences. However, P.E.  
can be studied alongside a plethora of other subjects.
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T: 0161 224 1781

Drama, Film, Media and PE are taught in the 
Faculty of Art Performance and Media.
We teach Film and Media in our impressive Grade One Listed Building Ward Hall 
building. It underwent a major transformation when we extended it by adding a 
double three story annex. It now boasts dedicated Film and Media classrooms,  
a Cine room, and computer suites for students to create, produce and edit work.

Drama and PE are taught in Birtles where students have access to our 
impressive Drama Studio, Rehearsal Rooms, Sports Hall and Fitness Suite.  
Throughout the 2 years students will be challenged on their performance and 
theoretical knowledge.   



Drama
Based in the Birtles building the 
Drama department has the following:

• Drama Studio with flexible seating 

• Wardrobe and props

• Makeup

• Professional lighting and sound equipment 

• Set Design

• Theatre trips and professional workshops

• Extensive theatre library – playscripts and videos

• Four flexible rehearsal spaces with mirrored walls

• Dedicated workshop for set designs 

Based in the Ward Hall building, 
the Film and Media departments 
encourage use of the following: 
• 20 Macs to edit videos

• 24 PCs for Photoshop, word processing, research

• 40 digital SLRs to film and take photos

• Macro lenses and memory cards

• Go Pro actioncam

• LED lighting and green screen to take photos

• Video tripods, steadicam

• Cine room to watch films and TV programmes

• Photography studio

Physical Education 
Based in the Birtles building, the PE department  
has a large range of equipment for students to use  
in a variety of sports. The department also has:

• Two dedicated PE classrooms 

• Fitness suite with cardiovascular and weight training equipment 

• Sports Hall catering for a range of recreational and competitive sports

• Multi-purpose space with studio wall mirrors for activities such as dance,  
 Zumba and yoga    

We are also fortunate to utilise our local community facilities and  
some world class facilities, including:

• Manchester Aquatics Centre • Whalley Range Football Club

• National Basketball  • Manchester Climbing Centre  
 Performance Centre

• Platt Lane Sports Complex • Debdale Outdoor Centre 

• Armitage Sports Centre  • National Cycling Centre

Film      Media
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Drama News

Xaverian Drama students performed 
a vibrant adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
Titus Andronicus as part of the 
Manchester Catholic Education 
Partnership Shakespeare  
Theatre Festival. 

Over one hundred students participated in this two-day 
event, hosted by Loreto; the seventh consecutive year this 
festival has been put on. It is always a great success, and 
this year was no exception.

“Titus Andronicus” is the ‘Reservoir Dogs’ of Shakespeare; 
our specially-edited version featured twelve bloody murders 
within 30 minutes. The cast were challenged to develop and 
refine sophisticated theatrical skills: mime, song, dance, 
choral speech, were performed with precision and finesse to 
create a superbly suspenseful and nightmarish atmosphere.

The performance was repeated at Xaverian College attended 
by a warm and supportive audience of students across 
the curriculum. Both nights were an utter triumph, and 
audiences were amazed and delighted by the skill and effort 
demonstrated by the cast.

Rehearsals have started for the drama department’s next 
performance; “Teechers” by John Godber, a riotous, high-
energy comedy told by the students and teachers of a difficult 
high school. It will be performed in 2019, so watch this space!

6

Kat Stevenson 

“I’m Studying Drama and English at The University of 
Lincoln and it’s going amazing. We’re currently in the 
last week of rehearsals for our Semester A performance 
based on the performing body, and we’re doing a piece 
about relationships. I’m loving it!” 

Liam Dodd 

“I’m at Salford University  
studying Theatre and Performance.  
It’s going absolutely fantastic as  
we have been studying  
method acting with Arthur  
Miller’s ‘The Crucible’, and it  
has been an emotional run but I  
wouldn’t change a second of it!”

Ghulam Arshad 

“I’m at The Arden School  
of Acting studying Acting  
for Live and Recorded  
Media (ALARM).  
We’ve just finished  
studying the ‘Tools of  
the Trade’ component  
with a scripted  
assessment and we’ve  
already started the ‘Acting  
for Screen’ element of the  
course and I’m loving every  
moment of it.”

Onai Bonda 

“I’m at University Centre Leeds  
City College and I’m doing  
Fashion Theatrical Media Hair  
and Makeup. I’m loving my  
course there’s so much  
     practical work involved so  
             it’s keeping me busy!” 
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DRAMA STUDENT 
SUCCESS

Chloe Arrowsmith 

“I’m at The University of Leeds studying Theatre 
and Performance. It’s going absolutely amazing, 
acting, producing and even doing some directing next 
semester. Currently I’m at a placement with Riptide 
Theatre Company for a Christmas performance that 
takes you on a trail of Leeds city centre.” 

Jack Stewart

“I’m studying BA (Hons) Stage Management and Technical 
Theatre at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama. I’m in 
third year which is going really well. I’ve specialised in Sound 
and I’m currently sound designing a promenade version of Jim 
Cartwright’s ROAD in Cardiff directed by Michael Fentiman. I’ve 
done a load of placements in Edinburgh, Wales and at The Royal 
Exchange Theatre in Manchester and I’m  
taking my design for some new  
writing to the Gate Theatre in  
London early next year.  
I’m also working at the  
Royal Exchange with  
their sound department  
when I’m back up  
north and as a  
Venue Technician  
with Assembly  
Festival over August  
Fringe-time.”  



Media go to NYC! 
Our Xaverian Media students jetted 
off across the Atlantic on our annual 
trip to New York City.  
After leaving JFK the students made their way to their hotel in 
the midtown of Manhattan, as the New York skyline emerged on 
the horizon, just as the sun was setting on a clear night. After 
checking in, the students made their way to Times Square where 
they were overwhelmed with the lights and noise and people. 

Over the next few days the students got to experience some 
of the very best film, media and art the ‘city that never sleeps’ 
has to offer. They went on a hunt through Central Park to find 
famous movie locations and recreate iconic scenes; saw some of 
the most famous paintings of all time at the Museum of Modern 
Art - including works by Monet, Van Gogh, Picasso and Klimt. 
They went to the very top of the Empire State Building on a 
beautiful night to see for miles around; had a behind-the-scenes 
tour of NBC Studios at Rockefeller Plaza; attended the opening 
of the first Warhol retrospective in 30 years at the Whitney Art 
Gallery in Greenwich Village; saw a late-night screening of a 
film; went on a TV and Movie Location Tour hosted by a New 
York actor; sailed aboard the Staten Island Ferry and past the 
Statue of Liberty before finishing the trip with a trip to a sold-out 
Broadway show and a slap-up meal back where it all started in 
Times Square!

The trip was led by teachers Phil Drinkwater and Emma King,  
with Claire Kennedy dutifully jumping aboard for an intense  
few days guiding our 30 students around the five boroughs.  
“Our students were an absolute credit to the college”  
Phil Drinkwater said, “The students have packed more into 5 
days than most people do in a whole year and we truly feel 
the experience has opened their eyes to the possibilities and 
opportunities available in New York for creative industries such 
as Film, Media, Photography, Textiles and Art.”
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Media News

The course is run from Home – Manchester’s multi-million pound 
Arts Centre, the patron of whom is Danny Boyle – director of 
“Trainspotting” and “Slumdog Millionaire”.

The successful students were Martha Kershaw, Ella-May 
Dearden, Tehreem Faisal and Michael Jarkowski (not pictured).

The course is run by film industry professionals and over the 
next couple of months our students will learn to write, shoot, 
direct and edit a professional short film that will then be 
screened at the cinema. They are extremely passionate Film 
students and the course is giving them tremendous opportunities 
to get a foot into the highly competitive film industry.

Xaverian Film students have been accepted onto the course 
every year it has been running, including Meltem Yacin who was 
even offered a job working on the new Star Wars film after her 
successful time there.

Curriculum Leader for Film Studies Phil Drinkwater has praised 
our students’ motivation and talent – “All four of them are 
excellent Film students whose enthusiasm for the subject shines 
through in every single lesson. They have already shown they 
have the drive and knowledge to pursue a career in this industry 
and I hope their place on the BFI Film Academy brings them a 
step closer to their dream.”

Not one, not two, not three, but FOUR Lower Sixth Xaverian Film Studies 
students have managed to secure a place on the highly prestigious BFI Film 
Academy which accepts only 15 young people every year. 
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Film News BFI Film Academy



Remember that many employers 
accept applications from graduates 
with any degree subject, so don’t 
restrict your thinking to the jobs 
listed here.

Pathways/Industry 

Information
A degree in Film or Media 
provides you with a combination of 
theoretical and technical skills that 
you can apply to a wide range of 
jobs in the creative industries.

• Presenter

• Director

• Location Manager

• Researcher

• Camera Operator

• Producer

• Online Content Creator

• Runner

Jobs where a Film or Media  
degree would be useful include:

Job Options
Jobs directly related to a degree 
in Film or Media include:
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• Advertising Art Director

• Archivist

• Community Arts Worker

• Event Manager

• Marketing Executive

• Public Relations Officer
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Our talented and fabulous students arrived in full evening dress and sauntered down the red 
carpet, where awaiting photographers captured the moment. Inside was a no-expenses spared 
Champagne and Haribo reception, where our stars gathered in excited conversation.  
Eventually the doors to the ceremony opened and everyone took their seats in the Awards Hall. 

Awards were given out for many categories, including Best Film, Best Music Video and Most 
Creative Magazine Design. New awards included The Theo Deslandes Award for Outstanding 
Achievement and The Uber-Geek. After a command performance from Xaverian’s chief entertainer 
David Duane, our students milled out back into the foyer - nibbling popcorn and dancing to movie 
soundtracks, before making their way back into the the last moments of sunlight. 

It was a wonderful and very special way to say thank you and au revoir to a fantastic and 
supremely talented bunch of students.

Film &  
Media 

Awards

And so, on a glorious summer’s  
night, the most glamorous  
night in the Xaverian social  
calendar was held -  
The Film and Media Awards. 



Agnes Richards has secured a place to study Film Studies and Creative  
Writing at Keele University. This course offers students a wonderful  
opportunity to explore the fertile connections between audio-visual and  
literary expression, from screenwriting to prose and poetry. Agnes will  
develop her creative practice skills alongside the analytical study of  
screen and literary texts. She will explore a range of films and  
filmmaking contexts, from Classical Hollywood to contemporary  
transnational cinemas, to analyse, discuss and debate the cultural  
significance and creative possibilities of this powerful medium.

Tom Fry has secured a place to study Film Production at the University  
of Salford. As well as being superbly placed to take advantage of all the  
opportunities available with being in such close proximity to BBC and ITV,  
this course will allow Tom to learn practical filmmaking alongside studying  
the critical and contextual aspects of film theory. He will be making short films  
using high-end camera and editing equipment both on location and in digital media  
studios situated in the heart of MediaCityUK, the country’s biggest creative media cluster.

Tom Fry has secured a place to study Film Production at the University 
of Salford. As well as being superbly placed to take advantage of all the 
opportunities available with being in such close proximity to BBC and 
ITV, this course will allow Tom to learn practical filmmaking alongside 
studying the critical and contextual aspects of film theory. He will 
be making short films using high-end camera and editing equipment 
both on location and in digital media studios situated in the heart of 
MediaCityUK, the country’s biggest creative media cluster.

Film
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Film Student Success
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Media Student Success

Aseel Hadia has secured a place 
to study Media and Politics . Her A 
Level Media course provided the 
opportunity to study how the media is 
shaped by society. Aseel particularly 
enjoyed analysing how the media 
represents groups and issues and 
incorporating her own opinions in 
her essays. She included her passion 
for Politics in her practical work, 
producing A grade print work that 
showed an alternative representation 
of young British African men.

Olivia Austin  
has secured a place 
to study Journalism.  
In her A Level Media  
course she studied both  
the magazine industry and  
newspaper and online news.  
She also developed her written  
skills in her essays about media  
industries and analysis of media products. She 
produced fantastic A grade magazine coursework, 
including a double page interview that she could use 
to show her interest in a career in Journalism.

Callum Sangster has secured a place to study Public 
Relations and Media. In his A Level Media course 
he studied Advertising and Marketing in Year 1 and 
focused on Marketing in the Music Industry in Year 2. 
He produced original A grade coursework to market 
a new reality TV programme, learning new technical 
skills and developing his own creative ideas.

Tallulah Kerrigan secured a place 
to study Fine Art and Film, so she 
could combine her creative skills in 
both Art and Media. She studied the 
Film Industry in Year one and TV 
Drama in Year two. For her practical 
coursework she produced the 
opening scene of a film in Year 1 and 
marketing for a new solo artist in 
Year 2, achieving full marks for her 
original and creative work.



Physical Education News
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Amy Haughton has secured an unconditional offer at Birmingham 
University to study Sport and Exercise Science. She will gain a strong 
scientific understanding of Human Physiology, Psychology, Anatomy, 
Biomechanics and Biochemistry. Amy hopes to take the option to spend 
an additional year studying sport overseas at one of Birmingham’s 
partner universities before returning to complete their final year in 
Birmingham, graduating with a BSc with an International Year.  
Amy decided to put her degree on hold for a year  
following her appointment by Xaverian College as a  
Sport Intern to further promote opportunities  
available for all students to participate in sport  
and physical activity.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
STUDENT SUCCESS

Eleanor Bambroffe has secured an unconditional offer at 
Sheffield University to study Physiotherapy. Eleanor excelled 
in her studies gaining an ‘A’ in Physical Education, even 
though her practical grade was not as strong. At Sheffield she 
will study core areas of Physiotherapy including Neurology, 
Musculoskeletal and Cardiovascular Respiratory, the Principles 
and Theory of Exercise and practise the skills needed to teach 
exercise to individuals and groups.

Xaverian organises a variety of extra-
curricular opportunities for students, 
such as Higher Education visits to 
specialist sports science laboratories  
at UCLAN and Salford University. 
Over the last couple of years, Xaverian Sports students 
have undertaken degrees at a number of high profile Sports 
Universities including Loughborough, Leeds Beckett and 
Sheffield Hallam to name but a few. 

Other trips and activities students have enjoyed over the 
course of the year include visits to the Real Tennis Centre 
and the National Football Museum where A-level students 
were able to apply their historical knowledge to playing a 
game designed for Henry VIII and a deeper understanding 
of the history of football. Btec students enjoyed a variety 
of outdoor activities visits to the Chill Factore, Manchester 
Climbing Centre and the Lake District in order to gain the 
skills necessary for their Outdoor Activity unit. 

Due to Xaverian’s location, the college is extremely fortunate 
to be able to utilise Manchester’s outstanding world class 
facilities. Links with Sports City for athletics, the Aquatics 
Centre for swimming, Platt Lane Complex for football and its 
latest link with the newly opened National Basketball Centre 
ensure A-level students and sports teams can showcase 
their talents.

The college has a long tradition of successful competitive 
sportsmen and women and currently offers opportunities 
to compete in a variety of sports. It enters two male 
football and basketball, female basketball and netball teams 
into the North West Colleges Sports and Association of 
Colleges sport leagues. The majority of matches are played 
against other sixth form colleges across the North West 
on Wednesday afternoons between September and Easter. 
As part of its continuing development of Sport, Xaverian 
has entered into the Association of Colleges regional 
and national sport competitions in a variety of team and 
individual sports including Golf, Cross Country, Table Tennis, 
Badminton, Volleyball and more traditional sports teams.  
All of the regional tournaments take place between October 
and December; culminating in the National Finals in April.



Xaverian College  |  Lower Park Road  |  Manchester  |  M14 5RB

T: 0161 224 1781  |  E: admissions@xaverian.ac.uk  |  W: www.xaverian.ac.uk

@XaverianSFC


