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I hope this course guide will help provide an insight 
into life at Xaverian, and some of the fantastic 
opportunities available to our students.

Xaverian has been serving the people of Greater Manchester for 
160 years, and we remain an outstanding Catholic college for the 
community. Students and staff from all backgrounds are welcome 
to join this community of learning, faith and service.

During my time at the College, I have seen time and again the 
fantastic endeavours of our students, and how the College can 
transform the lives of young people in our care, as we guide and 
support them to develop their talents and reach their full potential, 
both at Xaverian and when they progress from us.

Like many of our staff, I have a long affiliation with the College, 
due in no small part to the unique character and environment at 
Xaverian, that I continue to enjoy. In my case, this has spanned 
50 years as a student, teacher and now as Principal. Each year, 
our students tell us how much they enjoy studying with us, and I 
am sure you will find the College just as welcoming, challenging, 
supportive and distinctive as previous generations.

I look forward to meeting you on Open Days and Taster Days, 
where you can get a sense of what Xaverian can offer you. 

I wish you good luck with your continued studies. 

Tony Knowles, Principal

WELCOME TO  
XAVERIAN COLLEGE

SPIRITUAL LIFE AT XAVERIAN

Chaplaincy Services
At the heart of the Xaverian College Campus lies the Chapel 
of Saint Anne. This is a safe and peaceful place open to every 
member of our community for group worship, private prayers 
and quiet reflection, regardless of existing beliefs. Come along 
to relax, reflect, have a cup of tea and meet new friends, or even 
indulge yourself in art therapy.

Mass and Morning Prayer
An important part of being a Catholic community is celebrating 
Mass, and at Xaverian we offer all students the opportunity 
to take part in Mass and Morning Prayer. There are also 
opportunities to read passages and play music during services.

Helping the local community
Xaverian recognises it has a role to play in supporting the 
local community and helping those in need to have a better 
quality of life. The Chaplaincy Service is central to reaching 
out to the community. Xaverian students get involved in a 
variety of activities and fundraising events such as Macmillan 
Coffee Morning, the Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party and the 
Cornerstone Big Sleep-out.

• Christian Union Group
• Annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes 

• A safe space for students

• Advent/Christmas and Lent/
Easter celebrations

• Annual Service of 
Remembrance

• Macmillan Bake sale 
• Big Sleepout Fundraiser for 

the homeless

• Daily Prayer
• Twice Weekly Masses
• Weekly Meditations

• Weekly Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament

Life at Xaverian is more than just a stepping-stone 
to university and your future career, it is a place 
that encourages everyone within our community to 
explore and develop their own spirituality regardless 
of religious practice.  

The Chaplaincy at Xaverian College is here to 
encourage all students to become the best version of 
themselves. Our students nurture their spirituality 
through many acts of faith, kindness and charity and 
together we really do make small things grow.
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Strong links with local 

businesses of all sizes 

and many high-profile 

organisations

WHY CHOOSE US?
Our Mission: 

A community of 
learning, faith  

and service

Our values: 
Zeal, Compassion, 

Humility, Trust 
and Simplicity

We have a long 
tradition of achieving 

excellent results

Outstanding 
Catholic Sixth 
Form College 

for over 
160 years

Wide range of
enrichment opportunities, 
volunteering, trips, visits 

and residentials

Partnership with Manchester Giants, the city’s high-flying basketball team

 Winners and finalists 
in national and 

international awards 
and competitions

We work closely 
with some of the 

world’s most 
prestigious 
universities, 

including Oxford 
and Cambridge

Significant investment in state-of-the-art equipment and facilities
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  Student Services
We’re here for you before you start your College 
course and during the time you spend with us as a 
student. We have a dedicated team of people ready 
to help with support, such as:

 your personal course timetable so you will   
 never miss a lesson

 help and advice on exam tips and techniques to  
 ensure you get the best results possible

 First Aid and signposting to medical   
 professionals

 paying for trips and activities through student  
 support funds and bursaries

  Financial Support and  
  Travelling to College
There shouldn’t be any barriers to you succeeding as a 
student. Support is available to students needing help to 
cover education-related costs, such as study resources or 
getting to College, and can include:

 £1,200 bursary for vulnerable students

 16-19 Discretionary Bursary

 Free meals

 Childcare support

There is support available to help you with your journey  
into College, including:

 ‘Our Pass’ concessionary card offers free bus travel   
 throughout Greater Manchester and can also be used to  
 access cost reductions in retail and leisure outlets

 Travel Bursary subsidy for those living outside the   
 Greater Manchester area

 ‘16-17 Saver’ rail card for those living outside the   
 Greater Manchester area

  Careers Support
Our award-winning Careers Team is here to support you 
with impartial advice and guidance, no matter what your 
ambitions are after College. If you would like to discuss the 
options available to you, book an appointment, pop in and 
have a chat. Our careers team also organises numerous 
events throughout the year in partnership with universities 
and employers from across the UK.

  Counselling Service
Our Counselling Service offers a warm, confidential, and 
non-judgemental environment for you to talk and truly be 
heard. It will empower you to develop the skills and the 
confidence you need to get back on-track.

Scan the code or visit xaverian.ac.uk 
for more information.

STUDENT 
SUPPORT

Support is everything at Xaverian.

Effective support is what enables our students to 
grow as individuals and achieve their ambitions. 
At Xaverian, support starts the moment you 
discover us, and we’re here to make sure you 
choose the college and subjects that suit you.

  Learning Support
We want every student to make the grade. That’s why we have 
a Learning Support Team. They’re here so everyone can get the 
help needed to study successfully.

At Xaverian we have specialist tutors who provide additional 
learning support which may include:

 An initial assessment of Maths and English skills

 One-to-one guidance in a range of academic skills

 Guidance for students whose first language is not English

 In-class education support for those with specific needs

 Learning material tailored to individual requirements

 Referral for specialist assessment or to specialist agencies

 Study skills such as essay writing, revision, maintaining  
 concentration, note-taking and exams

  Pastoral Support
We care for your emotional, psychological and spiritual 
wellbeing. During your Pastoral Studies sessions, you’ll 
learn study and life skills essential in higher education 
and your future career. You will be assigned a Pastoral 
Manager who will get to know you and be on-hand to 
help during your time at Xaverian. They will also help you 
complete your university application and be someone you 
can talk to when you need it.

Working in 
Partnership with
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Oxbridge Programme 
Every student is supported to achieve their very best!
If you’re determined to excel at some of the world’s most prestigious 
universities, Xaverian will pull out all the stops to help you 
accomplish your ambition. We have a proud tradition of students 
being offered places at the University of Oxford and the University 
of Cambridge. If you have outstanding GCSE results and are thinking 
about applying, then our Oxbridge Programme is for you! 

Students on the Oxbridge Programme meet for one hour, once 
a week, from the beginning of October. The sessions, which are 
designed to introduce you to Oxbridge Universities and inform 
you about the skills needed to prepare you, will be built into your 
timetable. At the end of Year 12, you’ll be assigned a mentor to help 
guide and support you through the application process.

Are you ready for a 
rewarding career as a 
Medic, Dentist or Vet? 
Then our Medics, Dentists and Vets 
Programme is ideal if you are setting 
your sights on senior healthcare roles. 

Your specialist schedule begins with an intensive induction day featuring 
interactive workshops and sessions by experts from universities, 
practising GPs, Surgeons and Vets. That day will also include a full 
overview of what’s ahead of you on your two-year Xaverian journey to 
higher education and your transition into a rewarding career.

The programme also includes the specialist support required for a 
place at the university of your choice and, where required as part of 
that application, to pass UCAT and BMAT exams.

Scan me to access 
more information

ENRICH 
YOUR 
FUTURE

Our enrichment programme is split into three strands: 

L I F E  X T R A S
Life Xtras provides you with the opportunity 
to immerse yourself within Xaverian 
culture, support your transition from 
College to your next steps and provide you 
with essential life skills. 

S T U D Y  X T R A S
These activities are designed to consolidate 
and stretch your subject knowledge and 
skills. You will learn about the progression 
routes available to you that are related to 
the subjects you have chosen to study. 

W O R K  X T R A S
Work Xtras activities complement ‘Study 
Xtras’ by developing skills, knowledge and 
behaviours needed for a specific career 
pathway and the generic skills required in 
most careers.

The range of sessions and enrichment available will enable you to become more resilient, positive 
and an effective student. You will learn about developing some invaluable skills, both within the 
classroom and beyond, the kind that employers and universities really value, such as:

 Resilience

 Resourcefulness and being responsible

 Critical thinking and problem solving

At Xaverian, we offer a range of 
enrichment activities for you to 
choose from. They’ll give you 
the chance to get involved in 
fantastic opportunities that are 
fun, interesting and educational, 
and will give you a really 
fulfilling College experience. 
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 Lateral thinking

 Independent research
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M A N C H E S T E R  G I A N T S  B A S K E T B A L L 
A C A D E M Y
At Xaverian College, our students stand tall ready 
for the heights of success. 
That’s why we found the perfect partnership in the  
Manchester Giants, our city’s high-flying basketball team.

If you’re already a basketball addict and have ambitions to 
become a pro, the Manchester Giants Academy at Xaverian 
College could be where both your academic and sporting  
dreams come true.

Get selected and you’ll split your week between College  
and the court.

You will spend three afternoons a week training with 
Manchester Giants and one day a week for match fixtures along 
with four mornings and one full day on-Campus. 

Ready to be a giant in your field? We look forward to you  
having a ball at the Manchester Giants Academy.

Studying with us
We expect that all Academy students will take at least one  
block of Sport BTEC* as part of the Academy programme  
of study, which you can combine with any two of our  
A Levels, or equivalent Applied subjects.

*The Sport BTEC course is available as one or  
three-block options, equivalent to the same number  
of A Levels. You can choose any of these options and  
combine with other subjects as appropriate. Find out  
more about the Sport BTEC course on page 61.

Entry Requirements

You’ll need to demonstrate a track record  
of playing basketball to a high standard.

You should meet Xaverian’s academic 
and overall entry requirements.

To Apply

Download Fill it in Hand to your 
Head of Year

Send to us

Scan me  
for more 
information

Why did you choose Xaverian?

“I knew I wanted to go to a basketball academy, plus I  
wanted to study certain A Levels to get on the course I wanted  
at university. I found Xaverian had a perfect balance between  
being able to study basketball but also being able to study the 
subjects I needed to further my career.”

What is your favourite subject?

“My favourite subject is Sport because it allows me to be with my 
friends, and it can sometimes be very practical. It also closely links 
with basketball, which I really enjoy playing.”

What is your most memorable moment?

“My most memorable moment was winning our first game for the 
Manchester Giants Academy. Everyone was screaming and jumping 
over each other and we were all ecstatic when we heard the final 
buzzer go off, it was great.”

What is your proudest moment?

“My proudest moment is when we played a team that was difficult 
to beat. We kept it quite a close match, and to see our coach’s face 
showing that he was proud of us and how we played was a great 
feeling. Everyone was still happy despite the fact we lost. We all 
really held together in the final minutes of that game when we joined 
collectively as a team and I was really proud of us.”

How has the College helped you prepare for the future?

“All of the teaching and support staff have really helped to motivate 
me when I didn’t feel as though I would be able to succeed in certain 
exams or certain areas of the subject. They’ve mentored me and 
really helped me to stay motivated to pass the exams and end-of-
year mocks. At times, when I thought I wasn’t going to succeed and 
couldn’t go any further, they lifted me up and helped me to continue 
with my studies.”

What three words would you use to describe your  
Xaverian experience:

“Enjoyable, motivating and uplifting.”

What are your plans for the future?

“I plan to study Physiotherapy  
at university as it’s a combination 
of the two subjects I enjoy  
most, which are Biology and  
Sport, and related to the body  
which I really enjoy learning  
about.”

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Name: Mo Al Khatib

High School: Wright Robinson College

Subjects: A Level Biology, A Level Mathematics  

and BTEC Sport
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Housed in one of our newer 
buildings, the sports hall, drama 
studios and music department 
offer modern facilities where you 
can put into practice what you 
have learnt in the classroom.

Xaverian College is celebrating 160 years since it 
opened its doors in 1862, and throughout this time 
it has evolved into a Campus that combines the 
traditional with the modern, boasting state-of-the-art 
equipment. From the characterful Maryland building 
and former home of Beatrix Potter’s uncle, to the 
recently-opened Teresa Quinn building, Xaverian offers 
first-class facilities for its students.

OUR CAMPUS
Scan me  

to access more info

 xaverian.ac.uk     15

M U S I C  D E P A R T M E N T
Our impressive music facilities are used by over 130 students on 
music courses and other students who have an interest in music, 
and between them they cover a range of music genres and styles, 
such as rock, classical, jazz and modern music styles. Our music 
concerts are the highlight of the year and take place in the Royal 
Northern College of Music in Manchester.  

D R A M A  S T U D I O
This fully-equipped professional rehearsal and performance 
space uses the latest theatre lighting and control equipment 
to stage a range of productions in an intimate environment. 
Even if you don’t study Drama and Theatre A Level, you 
can still get involved in our drama groups as part of the 
enrichment programme and take part as a performer.

S T U D Y  C E N T R E
Our Study Centre, with its facilities that include 
books and periodicals, PCs and quiet study areas,  
is the ideal place to complete assignments and  
to get stuck into further study and reading.  
Staff are also on-hand to help with research,  
study and exam techniques to ensure you have  
all the help you need to get the most out of  
your time at College.

F O O D  A N D  D R I N K
Our canteen facilities have recently been extended and offer plenty 
of space for students to meet friends, eat lunch and catch up over 
a coffee. There are many healthy options on the menu and these 
include vegan and vegetarian choices and options for those with 
special dietary requirements.

S P O R T S  H A L L
The full-size sports hall is a great place for sports students to practice 
their skills or to join sports clubs and play sports such as basketball, 
football, netball, table tennis and badminton. Our fitness suite is an ideal 
distraction from your studies and contains a range of cardiovascular and 
weight training equipment for the complete workout.



O U T S I D E  T H E  C L A S S R O O M
We believe that learning goes beyond the classroom. Where possible, we encourage you to 
attend trips and events that support your studies and enrich your College experience. This 
year, students visited many destinations around the UK and abroad, including London, 
the Lake District, Sheffield, Nottingham, Oxford, Scotland, France and the USA.

A C C O U N T I N G  -  L O N D O N

P O L I T I C S  -  L O N D O N

O X N E T  -  O X F O R D

C H A P L A I N C Y  -  L O U R D E S ,  F R A N C E

G E O G R A P H Y  -  L A K E  D I S T R I C T

B I O L O G Y  -  S C O T L A N D
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F I L M  S T U D I E S  -  N E W  Y O R K



Name: Izzy 

Studying: A Levels in 
Classical Civilisation, 
English Literature and 
Spanish

High School: Loreto 
Grammar School

“Our day normally starts at 9am with our first lesson 
and the last lesson ends at 4pm. Here’s what a typical 

timetable looks like at Xaverian.”

The Chaplaincy (Firwood)

“This is The Chaplaincy  
where students can come  
to relax by doing some arts and crafts or having a brew. It’s next 
door to the Chapel where you can come for morning prayer and 
weekly mass services. Working with the community is at the 
heart of Xaverian and we like to work with many charities such as 
Cornerstone and more recently supporting the Ukraine appeal.

This is the room where we have tutorial where we can learn 
about opportunities after College such as university  
and Apprenticeships, and discuss all things  
Xaverian with our Personal Tutor.”

“Hi, we are Izzy and Theo. 
We are Xaverian students 

and we are going to take you 
through a typical day for a 

Xaverian student.”

A DAY IN THE LIFE... Library (Ryken)

“The Library is where students come to study 
and do research. You can find any kind of 
books from ancient history to psychology, and 
you can use the PCs to help you with your 
studies, complete assignments and access 
online resources.“

“The Campus at Xaverian is a unique  
collection of many different buildings. There is a big open green space in the 
middle where students like to sit in between lessons, and our friends like to sit 
under a tree and chat through the day’s events.”

“We hope we have given you a flavour of what it is like to be 
a student and we look forward to seeing you in September.”

Canteen (Firwood)

“The canteen is where you can have lunch, 
hang out and have a coffee with friends. The 
canteen is a big open space which is a really 
great place to meet new friends at the start 
of Year 12.”

Name: Theo 

Studying: A Levels in Mathematics, English 
Literature/Language combined and Philosophy,  
Ethics and Theology

High School: St. Anthony’s Roman Catholic School

Izzy: “This is Ward Hall and 
this is where I study Classical 
Civilisation. This is a great 
place to study and is another 
one of Xaverian’s traditional 
buildings.”

Want more advice? 
At Xaverian we encourage all our students to be comfortable with the career 

path they choose and are committed to offering the best careers advice  

and  guidance available. Our dedicated Careers Team is available in  
College every day to help you with your queries. See our website to  

find our more or if you have a specific enquiry you can email  
careers@xaverian.ac.uk

Your Subjects

MON
TUE

WED
THU

FRI

BREAK

BREAK

LUNCH

BREAK

BREAK

LUNCH

BREAK

BREAK

LUNCH

BREAK

BREAK

LUNCH

BREAK

BREAK

LUNCH

EPQ

NETBALL

STUDY TIME

STUDY TIME STUDY TIME

STUDY TIME
STUDY TIME

STUDY TIME

ENRICHMENT
DRAMA

STUDY TIME
TUTORIAL

R.E.

Elective Study

Enrichment 

Tutorial & RE

Independent Study Time 

Here is an example of what your timetable could look like:

Connect with us on social media to keep up to date with all things Xaverian! 

What does a week at Xaverian look like?The College day begins at 9am and ends at 4pm and you will 
have the option to either work at home or in College during  
your independent study time. 
In addition, you will take part in an elective study programme, 
enrichment and compulsory tutorial and RE lessons. 

Student Support
Whilst at College you will get first-class support both inside 
and outside the classroom to help you grow and achieve 
your ambitions. We’ve got your back way before you  
walk through our gates for your first day at College.  
Our range of support includes:

Student Services Counselling ServicePastoral Support Financial SupportLearning Support

CLASSICAL 
CIVILISATION

CLASSICAL 
CIVILISATION

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE

CLASSICAL 
CIVILISATION

CLASSICAL 
CIVILISATION

SPANISH

SPANISH

SPANISH

SPANISH

OXBRIDGE

Theo: “My English lessons take place in 
Maryland which is a building full of character 
that really helps your creativity. It has a rich 
history and it was even once owned by Beatrix 
Potter’s uncle!”  xaverian.ac.uk     1918 xaverian.ac.uk     



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
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J E M M A  W A R D

HIGH SCHOOL:  
Chapel-en-le-Frith  

High School
SUBJECTS STUDIED:  

English Language and Literature, 
History and Politics

D O M I N I C  S E Y M O U R

HIGH SCHOOL:  
Home educated

SUBJECTS STUDIED:  
Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics and 

Further Mathematics

Z A A R A  S H A R I F

HIGH SCHOOL:  
Manchester High School for Girls

SUBJECTS STUDIED:  
Business, Criminology and  

Media Studies

Why did you choose to study at Xaverian?

Jemma: “I chose to study at Xaverian because 

of the diverse community and vast range of 

opportunities available.”

Zaara: “I was instantly drawn towards the 

diverse community and the great reputation!”

Tawfik: “Xaverian seemed like a really friendly 

and supportive place to be. The Campus stood 

out and I had heard great things about the 

Science department.”

Roder: “The reputation! Everyone always talks 

about how amazing the teachers are and how 

successful students are as they progress with 

their careers.” 

Maisie: My decision was mainly based on the 

reputation of the Music department and the 

opportunities they offer to perform live.”

How has College helped you prepare for 
the future?

Dominic: “I have always felt incredibly 
supported by staff and other students, and 
there is always someone to turn to, which 
is amazing. Xaverian really is a community 
where you are encouraged to believe in 
yourself and your abilities.”

Maisie: “Having experienced staff 
members, who are musicians themselves 
or still work within the industry means I 
have been learning from the very best! I 
have had constant advice and guidance  
on how to become a successful musician!”

Roder: “Xaverian has helped me make 
informed decisions about my next steps   
and taught me that everyone can achieve 
their greatest ambitions if they work hard.”

What has been your proudest moment?Zaara: “I organised a fundraising event last year which raised over £1,000 for the MS Society.”Dominic: “Receiving my offer to study Maths at the University of Oxford!”
Jemma: “When I got my mock grades. I felt all of my hard work was paying off and I was consistently improving in all subjects.”Roder: “Walking out of my exams feeling confident that I have tried my very best.”

Maisie: “There have been so many, however one specific moment is when my Music Teacher called my work and work ethic exemplary in front of the class. They made me realise that I am capable and that my efforts pays off.”
Tawfik: “Receiving an offer to study Medicine at the University of Oxford was an extremely proud moment for me and my family.”

What has been your most memorable 

moment?

Tawfik: “Taking part in enrichment 

activities, in particular, competing in Round 

One of the British Biology Olympiad earlier 

this year!”

Maisie: “Getting to spend time with all of my 

amazing friends!”

Jemma and Zaara: “Summer on-Campus, 

getting to spend time outside with friends 

in the sun in between lessons. It is nice to 

see everyone coming together and enjoying 

themselves.”

Dominic: “Competing in round one of the 

British Maths Olympiad earlier this year!”

If you could describe Xaverian in 
three words, what would they be?

Tawfik: “Memorable, challenging 
and joyful!”

Roder: “Enjoyable, happy and 
spiritual!”

Maisie: “Exhilarating, exciting and 
unbelievable!”

Jemma: “Community, opportunities 
and safe!”

Dominic: “Inspiring, friendly and 
fun!”

Zaara: “Memorable, challenging 
and interesting!”

 TAWFIK AL-TERAWI

HIGH SCHOOL:  
Albion Academy

SUBJECTS STUDIED:  
Biology, Chemistry and Mathematics 

R O D E R  E S H U N

HIGH SCHOOL:  
Co-op Academy North Manchester

SUBJECTS STUDIED:  
Accounting, Business and Spanish

M A I S I E  E L L U L

HIGH SCHOOL:  
St Matthew’s RC High School

SUBJECTS STUDIED:  
Biology, Music and 

Music Technology BTEC

What has been your favourite subject?Maisie: “Music! It is much more than you expect it to 
be!”

Tawfik: “Biology! It is my favourite, but also the one that 
challenges me the most, which keeps me motivated to 
work hard. The teachers apply real-life scenarios to our 
learning, which makes it more interesting.”Roder: “Spanish! Our classes are so much fun and 

our teachers have encouraged us to succeed from 
day one. They have made my experience here so enjoyable.”

Dominic: “Further Maths! I love that each lesson challenges me”
Jemma: “Politics! It allows me to better understand 
and analyse the world around me.”Zaara: “Criminology! It is so much fun and my teacher has been amazing!”
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You’ll find yourself leaving Xaverian with 
great prospects. 
We’re geared up to be one of the top colleges for university 
progression. As a Xaverian student, you’ll receive one-to-one 
support to fine-tune your personal statement. So you can be sure 
your UCAS application is the best it can be. 

We can offer your parents peace of mind too. Throughout the year, 
we hold events to help them understand the university application 
process and how we can help you make a smooth transition from 
College to university.

YOU’RE REALLY
GOING PL ACES

STUDENTS 

PROGRESSED

TO UNIVERSITY

900RUSSELL GROUP 
PROGRESSION

36%

MOST POPULAR DESTINATION ISMANCHESTER

Cambridge

Manchester

Glasgow
Edinburgh

Exeter

Oxford
Cardiff

Durham

Our students go on to study 
at top universities all over 

the country, including:

We start talking about life after Xaverian before it begins.
We discuss next steps during Course Consultation - the event welcoming you to Xaverian after 
receiving your offer.

As a Xaverian student, you can benefit from Careers Workshops to make your CV and university 
application really stand out from others.

Don’t worry if you arrive at Xaverian without a clear career path in mind. Many Xaverian Year 
12 students are still working on theirs. You will take inspiration from many sources, including 
the subjects you are studying, enrichment activities, work experience placements and our 
experienced and knowledgeable tutors and careers staff. With our many close links with local, 
high-profile organisations, including Balfour Beatty and Deloitte, industry professionals discuss 
their careers and working lives and what students can expect from their careers by working in 
the industry. 

We’ll make sure your next step is right for you, whether that’s university, employment or Higher 
and Degree Apprenticeships.

of our students go on to university, an Apprenticeship or employment.

Ov
er97%

Source: 2021 Destination data.
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Queens

King’s College
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A Levels are the academic route to university or 
a Higher Apprenticeship. At Xaverian, you can 
choose from over 30 subjects, so you are sure 
to find ones you will enjoy studying over the two 
years you will be with us. A Levels are ideal if 
you wish to specialise in more than one subject, 
and they give you the chance to build on your 
knowledge from Year 11, as well as improve your 
academic and research skills.

A LEVELS

Applied courses differ from A Levels in that you will be assessed by course 
assignments and end-of-year exams. By choosing applied courses, you could 
focus on a subject that you wish to study at university and give yourself a 
head start by gaining practical skills and knowledge in subjects not offered 
as A Levels. They carry UCAS points and will contribute to your overall UCAS 
points score if you wish to progress to university. 

You could also gain the skills and experience you need to start your career and 
progress directly into employment.

 

APPLIED COURSES

YOUR COLLEGE
CHOICES

Want to mix it up? 

You have the option to 
combine up to two A Level 
subjects with one of our BTEC 
or CTEC applied courses. 

BEST OF BOTH 
WORLDS…

We understand that students have different 

learning styles and this can affect your choice 

of subjects. Here at Xaverian, you can choose a 

more academic route or practical-based courses 

that suit your learning style. If you are unsure 

which route is right for you…
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Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from Maths Two final three-hour 
exams AQA

I had always wanted to study at 
Xaverian since Year 9 because I loved the vibe 
and buildings. Being here has fulfilled my 
expectations and I feel I am now achieving the 
grades I am capable of. The Teachers encourage 
you to work hard to ensure you succeed.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
It would be highly unlikely you didn’t want to consider a  
finance-related Degree. Many of our alumni become business,  
maths and marketing undergraduates.

As you’d expect, if you look after money, money will look  
after you. Jobs in finance typically offer above-average 
salaries compared to roles elsewhere demanding similar 
levels of education.

Britney Dias, Accounting A Level student

WHAT IS ACCOUNTING? 
Accountants tell the story of how a business succeeds through numbers.

Accounting keeps track of finances. On this accounting course, you’ll 
learn how to interpret raw financial data, from transactions to taxes, 
using a fascinating array of tools and techniques to analyse an 
organisation’s financial health.

To get the most from this course you’ll be a whizz at maths, and love 
solving problems.

Every business needs ace accountants and financial experts. And 
there’s a good amount of job security in this world – because it’s on you 
to make sure books are balanced and everyone gets paid. While you’ll 
be spending a lot of your time reporting on financial activity, accounting 
also requires creative thinking and problem-solving skills.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
As we learn many new techniques, classroom focus, allied to strong 
attendance and punctuality, is essential. You’ll learn through the 
repetition of questions from texts and past papers. The secret of 
success lies in the continual practice of these questions. 

Proficiency in English and Mathematics is essential.

Scan me to access 
more info

ACCOUNTING

Course content summary:
 Financial Accounting

 Accounting for Analysis and Decision-making

 Recording Accurate Financial Transactions

 Preparing Financial Statements

 Monitoring Business Performance

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English Three final exams OCR

I chose Xaverian because of the combination 
of courses, the location and the Campus. Everyone 
seemed really friendly and it is fun to be here. My 
courses are really interesting and, when we are 
together in a group, we have interesting chats 
about the subjects for hours.

Scan me to access 
more info

WHAT IS ANCIENT HISTORY? 
This is a history course like no other.

They say truth is often stranger than fiction. You’d have no reason to 
disagree after spending a couple of years on this course unearthing the 
faintly believable, bloodthirsty world of the first five Roman Emperors.

If there wasn’t documented evidence of it happening, you’d be inclined 
towards scepticism about the brutal, often-terrifying goings-on of 
ancient Rome.

It’s a real life story of good versus evil. Or is it? Who’s really good 
and who’s evil? Taught by incredibly passionate historians, laced with 
loads of fun, exciting projects, workshops and packed with movies that 
bring these very-olden days to life, Ancient History will be a treat for 
any student fascinated by culture, gaudy costumes and living tanks of 
bronze, spears and human muscle.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
The major difference with Modern History courses is the deeper focus 
and reliance on the original sources, whether it be contemporary 
historians, archaeology, biographies or poetry. You’ll also learn to 
reference ancient and modern secondary scholars in essays, preparing 
you well for further study at university.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
History students are held in high regard by universities due 
to the course’s academic nature. A lot of Xaverian students 
become history, politics, law or teaching undergraduates.

Humanities courses are great all-rounders in giving you skills 
that endure in any career you choose.

Ancient History students have gone on to work in the media, 
such as the BBC, and even found work in other countries.  
Other popular jobs include:

Oscar Standidge, Ancient History A Level student

 Academic Researcher
 Archivist
 Archaeologist

 Museum Curator or   
 Exhibitions Officer

 Teacher

ANCIENT HISTORY

 Greek period study:   
 Relations between  
 Greek and non-Greek  
 states, 492–404 BC

 Greek Depth study:  
 The Politics and Society  
 of Sparta, 478–404 BC

 Roman period study:  
 The Julio-Claudian Emperors,  
 31 BC–AD 68

 Roman Depth study:  
 The Breakdown of the Late  
 Republic, 88–31 BC

Course content summary:

Additional entry requirements:
272726



Getting an offer to study Medicine at Oxford was 
an extremely proud moment for me and my family. 
Xaverian has served as a basis for allowing me to propel 
forward towards achieving my dreams. They have 
supported me along my journey towards applying to 
medical school and helped me reach my goals.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
You could choose to specialise in Zoology (the study of 
animals), Botany (the study of plants), or Microbiology (really 
tiny things called micro-organisms). Your future may be in 
any field – but one thing’s for sure, study Biology and you’ll be 
entering it with your eyes wide open. You could progress into 
many exciting careers, such as:

Tawfik Al-Terawi, Biology A Level student

WHAT IS BIOLOGY? 
We’re all simply a collection of organic compounds, converting energy 
to growth, change and reproduction.

Yet every day we make life-changing discoveries. Biologists have helped 
us develop better medicines and treatments for diseases, understand 
how a changing environment might affect plants and animals, grow 
enough food for everyone and predict how sticking to an exercise 
regime could change our bodies.

This is a spectacular science. It’s built on chemistry, which is built on 
physics, which is built on maths.

Choose Biology and you’re getting an access-all-areas pass to not only 
who we are, but how we got here.

Scan me to access 
more info

 Zoologist
 Doctor, Dentist or Vet 
 Neuroscientist

 Nanotechnologist
 Soil Scientist
 Teaching Lab Technician

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
You will be provided with carefully-prepared booklets of notes 
and past exam questions specific to the units being studied. 
Regular homework and tests are used to assess your progress 
and develop your interpretation of exam questions.

All the Biology staff are enthusiastic, experienced teachers 
who use a variety of learning resources including PowerPoint 
presentations, online activities, videos, animations and practical 
investigations. There are also fieldwork activities, lectures at 
universities and visits to Chester Zoo and research institutes.

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grades 6, 6, 6 from two Sciences and Maths Three final two-hour 
exams AQA

BIOLOGY

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Component 1:  
 Biological Molecules

 Component 2: Cells
 Component 3: Genetic  

 Information, Variation  
 and Relationships  
 Between Organisms

 Component 4: Organisms  
 Exchange Substances with  
 their Environment

 Component 5: Energy   
 Transfers in and  
 Between Organisms

Additional entry requirements:

Scan me to access 
more info

WHAT IS BUSINESS? 
Do you want your own start-up business and are you thirsty for 
success? Do you wake up every day with product ideas and do you want 
to develop these ideas and get them to the UK or a global marketplace?

On the Business A Level, you’ll learn the formula for building  
winning enterprises.

You’ll need a creative mind, one that’s focused on the little details and 
the bigger picture.

Modern businesses have a greater challenge than ever. It’s no longer 
enough to find the right product or service. Your customers are more 
environmentally-aware and cost-conscious than ever. Finding a balance 
is your challenge as an Entrepreneur.

Proficiency in English and Mathematics is essential.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
We make sure you’re ready for the final exam through regular class 
assessments. This includes online quizzes, in-class assessment, formal 
end-of-unit assessments and mock exams.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
You’ll be ready to expand your knowledge in many different 
areas. Most of our students go on to study Business Management, 
Administration, Accountancy and Finance, HR, Marketing and 
Retail Management Degrees.

During your Business A Level, you’ll be doing a lot of work around 
analysis, marketing and research. You’ll be fascinated by data and 
people, and also the workings of commerce – both at the  start-up 
level, and also more established organisations. Law, retail and HR 
may be sectors that interest you.

Joseph Shem, Business A Level student

Course content summary:

 Component 1: Business Opportunities and Functions

 Component 2: Business Analysis and Strategy

 Component 3: Business in a Changing World

Xaverian was the only College that had 
the courses I wanted to study. I’ve really enjoyed 
my subjects and feel that I have learned a lot of 
interesting things about how the world works and 
the history behind it. Xaverian has also helped 
me to learn about the next steps I need to take in 
my life when I go to university.

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from Maths and 
Grade 5 from English Three final 2hr15 exams Eduqas

BUSINESS

Additional entry requirements:

2928



Throughout my time at Xaverian, I have enjoyed the 
freedom of independent study. The teachers are really fun 
and friendly and I’m excited to come here every day.
Chester King, Business BTEC student

WHAT IS BUSINESS BTEC? 
We’ll get you started by introducing business basics. Then we’ll move 
straight into marketing – a cornerstone of successful businesses. 

We’ll investigate development, including market research and 
identifying the right audience, product fit, and making sure what you’re 
offering is what your customers need. 

Then we’ll move into how businesses make money and staying on top of 
your accounts and budgets.

Events management comes next, before we talk about trading across 
the globe – an ever more integral part of entrepreneurship for many 
companies in the 21st century.

Managing organisations and teams is next on the list, followed by your 
responsibilities as a business – both to your customers as well as 
ethically and environmentally.

Then we’ll look at winning ways with customer service. Delivering 
exemplary experiences is what every organisation strives for – and 
we’ll work together on some practical ways to exceed expectations.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
The BTEC National is a practical course where you’ll ‘learn 
by doing’. We focus on the types of problems that any 
business person would face on a daily basis and teach you the 
techniques to solve these problems. Your challenge is to prove 
your knowledge and understanding of business through the 
coursework, tasks and exams.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Diploma and Extended Diploma students regularly choose to 
continue their studies in Finance, Accounting, Marketing or 
business-related Degrees.

The variety of skills you’ll gain on your BTEC Business course 
will prepare you to either jump straight into the job market or 
gain additional knowledge studying towards a Degree.

If you want to get started right away on your career, you’ll be 
able to choose from many different roles.

You might even want to explore opportunities in Higher or 
Degree Apprenticeships.

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Assessment methods:

BTEC Advanced Grade 4 from English 
and Maths

Coursework assignments  
and exams Pearson

BUSINESS BTEC

Course content summary:
 Extended Certificate (one A Level equivalent) 

 You will complete four units, two externally-assessed  
 and two coursework units.

 Extended Diploma (three A Levels equivalent) 
 You will complete 13 units, four externally-assessed 
 and nine coursework units.

Additional entry requirements:

Scan me to access 
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WHAT IS CHEMISTRY?
What is pollination? How do we hear, taste or touch? What’s lighter, a 
kilogram of stones or a kilogram of feathers?

Everything we do is a chemical reaction, a transformation of matter, i.e., 
anything that takes up space and has mass. Chemists need to know what 
makes up matter and why and how it is transformed. Chemistry helps us 
understand, and make predictions about our reality. 

Anyone curious about the world around us and how it works will be in 
their element on this Chemistry course.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
All the Chemistry Teachers are experienced and enthusiastic, and use a 
range of teaching methods to ensure that each individual student has the 
very best chance of achieving their potential.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Careers for the scientifically-minded span the range of 
industries and job types.

You could find yourself in a chemistry-related role:

 Analytical Chemist

 Chemical Engineer

 Chemistry Teacher

 Development Chemist

 Laboratory Technician

 Research Analyst

 Toxicologist

Or you could decide that your experience lends itself to work in 
an associated field:

 Forensic Examiner or Researcher

 Police Officer

 Project Engineer

 Technical Associate

 Accountant

I came to one of the Open Days and I thought the 
College looked good and I liked the courses. I particularly 
enjoyed Chemistry as the lessons were interesting and I 
enjoyed doing the practical experiments. I also represent 
the College at local climbing competitions and this has 
helped me become more confident and independent.
Rhiannon Sellers, Chemistry A Level student

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Physical Chemistry: Atomic Structure, Amount of   
 Substance, Bonding, Energetics, Equilibria,    
 Thermodynamics, Kinetics, Electrode Potential  

 Inorganic Chemistry: Periodicity, Group 2, Group 7,   
 Period 3, Transition Metals, Ions in Aqueous Solution

 Organic Chemistry: Nomenclature, Reaction Mechanisms,  
 Isomerism, Alkanes, Halogenoalkanes

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 6, 6, 6 from two sciences and Maths Three final exams AQA

CHEMISTRY

Additional entry requirements:
3130



Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English Two final exams OCR

Course content summary:

 Component 1: The World of the Hero: Homer’s    
 Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid 

 Component 2: Greek Theatre 

 Component 3: Beliefs and Ideas: Love and Relationships

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Many Classical Civilisation students develop a real passion for 
Greek and Roman mythology. 

This course is packed with art, literature, history, and comedy 
intertwined with politics. That means there are plenty of 
aligned Degree courses to consider.

You’ll already be fascinated by society, culture and democracy, 
and how life has evolved through the ages – so you might 
also consider progressing onto Degree courses, such as 
Philosophy, Sociology and Law.

WHAT IS CLASSICAL CIVILISATION?
What entertained, inspired and laid the foundations for society as we 
know it? If you love thinking deeply about the world around us and how 
it came to be, you’ll have an absolute ball on this Classical Civilisation A 
Level course.

What is surprising is how many of the issues affecting today’s society 
have been around and debated for more than 2,000 years. We’ll discuss 
many of them on this course – from democracy to drama.

This course is highly-rated by higher education institutions and is ideal 
if you’re looking to hone your critical thinking skills. An increasing 
number of Classical Civilisation students apply successfully to Oxbridge 
and other Russell Group universities.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
You’ll develop skills in critical analysis, presenting rigorous arguments, 
oral and written, and learn how to discuss a topic with clarity, patience 
and sensitivity to the views of others.

There is lots of discussion in the classroom, and we believe that extra-
curricular experiences and visits are particularly advantageous in 
opening your eyes to the topics we study.

Scan me to access 
more info

Jessica Scanlon, Classical Civilisation A Level student

Classics is my favourite subject and is 
something I had never done before I started 
here. I’ve enjoyed it so much that I have  
decided it is what I want to take at university.  
The subject itself is fun and the lessons promote 
discussion and engagement with the course 
materials. The teachers are also great!

CL ASSICAL CIVILISATION

Additional entry requirements:

I came to Xaverian as I wanted to combine 
my studies with joining the basketball team. I enjoy 
Computer Science because I have always enjoyed 
coding and problem-solving and the course provides 
the opportunity to do both. With the support of tutors, 
I have gained As and A*s on my first assessments, and 
this has been a big encouragement for me.

Scan me to access 
more info

WHAT IS COMPUTER SCIENCE?
There are few guarantees, but when it comes to secure and rewarding 
careers, getting smart in Computer Science is the closest you can get to one.

On this course, you’ll first learn how computers work, including the 
language they speak and the components from which they are made. 
We’ll discover how they’re connected to form networks – including the 
most famous network of all, the Internet – and how you can code almost 
anything on basic frameworks.

We’ll start simple, looking at problems, breaking them down, and 
writing code to solve them.

By the time you’ve completed this course, you’ll be knowledgeable in 
coding and ninja-like in networking.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
Half of all lessons will be of a practical nature. You’ll be introduced to 
a new programming language and the environment in which it is used. 
The programming language being taught is C# which is widely favoured 
by universities. Initially you’ll be shown how to enter a program, how to 
run a program, as well as the first steps in writing your own programs. 
This will eventually lead to you developing solutions to more complex 
problems. 

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Computer Science graduates are in high demand. You can 
expect to be hired into related roles, such as:

Hassan Qozman, Computer Science A Level student

 Computer Games Tester
 IT Service Engineer
 Network Manager
 Software Developer

 Systems Analyst
 Technical Architect
 Web Developer

Course content summary:
Fundamentals of:

And it is likely you could choose from a diverse range of sectors 
to start your career, such as:

 Wholesale and retail trade
 Manufacturing
 Education

 Engineering
 Finance 

 Programming
 Computer Systems
 Data Representation
 Computer Organisation and  

 Architecture
 Communication and Networking
 Functional Programming

 Software Development and  
 Algorithms

 Theory of Computation
 Consequences of using Computing
 Big Data
 Data Structures
 Databases

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 6 from Maths and  
Grade 5 from Science

Two final exams and a  
coursework project AQA

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Additional entry requirements:

3332



Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Assessment methods:

Level 3 Applied Diploma Grade 4 in English 50% exams, 50%  
controlled assessment Eduqas

I chose Xaverian as I was immediately drawn to 
the diverse community they have. Since being here, I 
have organised a fundraising event that raised £1000 for 
the MS Society and came second in the national finals in 
the Great British Care Awards for the Covid Hero Award. 
All of these things have helped me to gain independence 
and taught me how to use my time wisely.

Course content summary:

 Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime

 Unit 2: Criminological Theories

 Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom

 Unit 4: Crime and Punishment

Zaara Sharif, Criminology A Level student

WHAT IS CRIMINOLOGY?
If it’s not enough just to say you’ve delved deep into the science of 
deviant behaviour, Criminology is a subject that also provides you with 
a solid appreciation of the application of psychological, sociological and 
even biological theories.

Why do people do bad things? And what even is bad? Criminology isn’t 
just about decoding what’s bad, it’s about who’s bad, and why, and how 
we can rehabilitate offenders or even prevent them in the first place 
from committing nefarious acts.

Criminology is the study of crime and criminal justice. It considers a 
broad range of topics relating to offending and victimisation, including 
their causes, social impact and prevention.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
All of the Criminology Teachers are experienced, well-qualified 
and have a track record of excellence. A wide variety of teaching 
methods are used to ensure all our students learn effectively. 
You’ll be rigorously assessed throughout the course, with debate 
and discussion in class encouraged. You are helped to develop 
independent learning and revision strategies, and additional 
support out of class is available.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
The variety of subjects and sciences covered in this course 
will give you a wide range of choices at Degree level. Students 
regularly go on to study Sociology, Psychology, Law, Biology or 
Forensic Science.

Criminology students have a wide range of career options 
ahead. You might move into policing, working on the beat and 
rising up the ranks to become a Detective.

Alternatively, you could use your sociology education to become 
a Community Development Worker.

CRIMINOLOGY

Additional entry requirements:
Two years

Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Assessment methods:
Linear A Level Grade 5 from English (4 considered) Exams and coursework Eduqas

The reputation Xaverian has is amazing, and I feel like the approach the College has to teaching was more suitable 
for me. I enjoyed my Drama lessons the most as I was able to express myself and build my confidence. The tutorials also 
help prepare you for university and also get you thinking about the career you want to do in the future.

Scan me to access 
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WHAT IS DRAMA AND THEATRE?
The word theatre comes from the Greek word ‘Theatron’, meaning the 
‘seeing place’. It is the place where people come to see the truth about 
life and the social situation. The theatre is a spiritual and social x-ray of 
its time. At the core of the subject, Drama and Theatre is about how we 
effectively communicate with each other. How we develop our speaking 
skills so we can be better understood. How we develop our physical 
abilities to have control and presence. We develop our emotional control 
and empathy so we can better understand each other and the world  
we live in.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
On this course, you will become Performers, Directors and Designers, 
exploring how the great theatre makers approach drama, and how 
varied and unique the creation of theatre can be. Are you interested 
in educating through story and song like Kerry Frampton or Bertolt 
Brecht? Do you want to transport an audience to a different world like 
Mike Shepherd or Emma Rice? Create something powerful that calls 

out for social change like Augusto Boal or Abbi Greenland? Or 
express formidable emotion though dance and new language like 
Amit Lahav or Antonin Artaud?

Don’t worry if you haven’t studied Drama at GCSE. What we’re looking 
for is resilient, hard-working students with a passion for creativity.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Drama and Theatre is genuinely a life-changing experience,  
and many of our students go on to study performance-related 
Degrees. There are lots of universities that specialise in drama  
and dance courses.

Other Xaverian students have gone on to Law, Acting, Psychology, 
English and Creative Writing Degrees.

Popular roles for those devoted to drama include:

Lara Morris, Drama and Theatre A Level student

 Actor
 Choreographer
 Community Arts Worker
 Music Producer

 Presenter
 Runner
 Talent Agent
 Theatre Manager

Course content summary:
 Theatre Workshop:  

 Practical examination and coursework

 Text in Action:  
 Practical examination and coursework

 Text in Performance:       
 Written examination

DRAMA AND THEATRE

Additional entry requirements:
3534



I had a natural interest in economics and the way I 
was taught by my teacher made me love the subject even 
more. I have also proved to myself that I am good enough 
to apply to top universities based on what I have achieved 
with my A Levels. The tutorials will also help me in the 
future by teaching me life skills that I can apply to the real 
world.

Course content summary:

 Component 1: Introduction to Markets and Market Failure

 Component 2: The UK economy – Performance and Policies

 Component 3: Business Behaviour and the Labour Market

 Component 4: A Global Perspective

Britney Njine, Economics A Level student

WHAT IS ECONOMICS?
The global human population has grown rapidly to 7.9 billion, and yet 
the world has scarce resources (land, water and food, etc.). What should 
we produce and how should these goods and services be distributed? 
Economics is the study of how individuals and groups make decisions 
using their limited resources to best satisfy their wants, needs and desires.

You’ll study issues which are at the heart of our wealth and wellbeing 
today. These range from wealth inequality to the impact of globalisation, 
the impact of climate change on unemployment and inflation. You’ll 
explore markets, demand and supply, growth, profits, cost, and how 
every aspect of economics influences our lives, from the price of a 
product, to employment and the policies we live by every day.

Scan me to access 
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HOW YOU WILL STUDY
Lessons are varied and include plenty of discussions, group 
work, presentations and independent study, as well as  
teacher-led sessions. A minimum of 20% of the overall 
assessment marks are targeted at the assessment of 
quantitative skills across the A Level, so a proficiency in 
mathematics is essential.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
A Level Economics students often study A Level subjects 
in Politics, Maths, Further Maths, Business and Geography 
alongside their course.

Many students go on to study Economics Degrees at university, 
sometimes along with other subjects, such as Philosophy, 
Politics, Finance or Management.

People who have studied Economics are in demand as they are 
particularly well-prepared for jobs in banking and the financial 
sector, such as in accountancy firms.

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 6 from Maths and 
Grade 5 from English Three final exams OCR

ECONOMICS

Additional entry requirements:

I’d heard a lot from people I know who had studied here, and they said that the staff are the most 
supportive people, and they can always be counted on to help. My favourite subjects are French and English 
Literature because I love languages. My subjects had incredible teachers who not only made sure we understood 
everything, but they made the content engaging and fun to learn.

Course content summary:
 Component 1: Voices in Speech and Writing

 Component 2: Varieties in Language and Literature

 Component 3: Investigating and Creating Texts

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
You’ll read a variety of texts and analyse how these texts 
create meaning. There will be lots of discussions with your 
tutors and your classmates in small groups. You may even 
take part in activities such as role plays and presentations. 
You’ll need to work independently to craft your own writing, 
and read and engage with the texts we have studied.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
After studying English Language/Literature, you can go on to 
a wide range of courses at university such as:

WHAT IS ENGLISH LANGUAGE/LITERATURE?
Join our English Language/Literature course to study Shakespeare in 
one session, and then wield your own words to wax wonders on the 
world in the next session.

If you’re passionate about communication, and love to read, this is a 
course you’ll find irresistible.

Learn from the masters, and then put those lessons to the test by 
concocting a cocktail of your own creative craftsmanship.

We’ll spend lots of time discussing ideas and language, and then use 
those ideas to inform our own inspired output.

This is a magnificent and extensive introduction to both fields of 
language and literature as one A Level. But Xaverian also offers English 
Language and English Literature as separate A Levels, meaning you 
could choose one or the other – or both, for double the fun!

Scan me to access 
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 English Language and Literature
 Law
 Psychology

 History
 Drama
 Journalism

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English Language
or Literature Two exams and coursework Edexcel

ENGLISH LANGUAGE/LITERATURE

Sara Hamdani, English Language/Literature A Level student

Additional entry requirements:

3736



English Language is a subject that involves a 
lot of group work, so I got to chat with other students 
during class discussions and this also helps you to 
make friends and settle in. I also liked that we did 
regular tests and we had written individual and class 
feedback to help us improve.    

Course content summary:
 Component 1: Language Variation (exam)

 Component 2: Child Language (exam)

 Component 3: Investigating Language (exam)

 Component 4: Crafting Language (coursework)

Elliot Hart, English Language A Level student

WHAT IS ENGLISH LANGUAGE?
If words dance off a page for you when discovering a beautifully-crafted 
sentence…if your friends feign frustration when you’re in surveillance 
mode monitoring every sign for signatures of poor grammar…then this is 
the course for you. 

On the English Language A Level, we’ll learn about how language has 
evolved through the lens of history, art, media and culture. From how 
we spoke when we were five to how we spoke in the 1500s, we’ll study a 
variety of texts from every imaginable context.

What makes the English language so fascinating is its origins. The 
construction of our vocabulary is chiefly derived from three other 
languages - French, Latin, and Germanic languages such as Dutch.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
English Language involves the study of short texts from 
everyday life, so you never have to study a novel or a collection 
of poetry. The primary resource is you; how you use language, 
how you view the language use of others. Your own viewpoints 
are encouraged by discussion, by your own research projects 
and by supportive group work.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Excited by etymology – the way language is used in society? 
You’ll be ready to progress on to English undergraduate courses.

English Language A Level students often choose Sociology, 
Politics and History Degrees – and branch out into various 
linguistics study programmes.

Thousands of jobs need communication and persuasion, here are 
just a few examples:

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English Language Three final exams and 
coursework OCR

 Copywriter
 Editorial Assistant
 Journalist
 Librarian
 Marketing Executive

 Media Researcher
 Proof-reader
 Public Relations Manager
 Social Media Manager

ENGLISH L ANGUAGE

Additional entry requirements:

Course content summary:

 Component 1: Drama

 Component 2: Prose

 Component 3: Poetry

 Component 4: Coursework

Abigail Pole, English Literature A Level student

WHAT IS ENGLISH LITERATURE?
Let’s cut to the chase. If you love reading, delving into imaginary 
and historical worlds, and studying people and how they behave in 
challenging and unusual situations, put this course on your shortlist.

The course focuses on the three literary areas of Drama, Prose Fiction 
and Poetry, and you will study masterpieces such as Shakespeare’s 
Othello, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and poems written by Christina 
Rossetti. You’ll spend much of your studies in conversation with fellow 
students, guided by tutors who also happen to be some of the most 
well-read people you’ve ever met. 

English Literature is the definitive programme of study for those 
seeking to immerse themselves in the world of words. 

Scan me to access 
more info

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English Literature Three final exams  
and coursework Edexcel

Studying English Literature has really 
developed my understanding of the subject, enhanced 
me both as a student and an individual and taught me 
how to be an independent thinker. Being at Xaverian 
has also enabled me to gain an offer of a place at the 
University of Oxford, which I am delighted about.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
English Literature involves the study of a broad range of 
texts from a variety of historical and cultural traditions. You’ll 
explore the texts in class but there is also a strong emphasis 
on independent reading. You’ll discuss the texts as a class 
and in groups. You’ll also learn how to write clear, concise 
and focused essays, which convey your opinions with flair 
and accuracy.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
A Level English Literature provides a solid foundation for 
higher education and a wide range of Degree courses. 

The extensive experience you’ll gain in critical reading and 
research, essay writing, and note-taking on this English 
Literature programme will also give you the confidence to 
consider other kinds of communications courses, such as 
Journalism, Marketing and Public Relations. But equally, 
because of the characters and how we delve deeply into their 
thoughts and behaviours, Philosophy and Psychology are 
popular Degree-level courses. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Additional entry requirements:
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I’ve really enjoyed Film Studies as we made a short 
film, which was the first time I could do this with access to 
equipment, and was able to cover a subject I am passionate 
about which I am very proud of. Xaverian has been great for 
me and has given me the skills and knowledge I need to get 
into an Arts-based university.

Course content summary:
 Component 1: Varieties of Film. You will study six  

 American and British films.

 Component 2: Global Film-making Perspectives.  
 You will study a mixture of six films.

 Component 3: Creative Production. You will write,   
 plan, direct and edit a short film. You will also study  
 a series of short films.

Amy Clayton, Film Studies A Level student

WHAT IS FILM STUDIES?
Study film and you’re opening the door to a new way of communicating. 
The art of storytelling, on the screen.

Film Studies takes you inside the minds of Directors, each with a 
revolutionary story to share. And behind every terrific tale, symbolism 
and subtexts will have you pondering the hidden meanings, long after 
the film has finished.

You’ll quickly build a powerful appreciation of cinema at a profound level. 
No film will ever be the same as you sharpen your saw in the worlds of 
editing, sound, and mise-en-scene – everything in the frame (such as 
body language, light, set design, costume and composition).

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
After an introduction to the concept of studying film, we will 
move on to other areas including studies of new wave cinema 
and world cinema. This will be assessed through a combination 
of essays and formal examinations. There is also the opportunity 
to undertake creative practical work using the media editing 
suite and our digital video resources. 

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
You can continue your journey with a Film Studies Degree.

There are also many other Media and Television Degrees. If your 
future is in film, you might look into Film Business Degrees to 
better understand commercial aspects of the world you love.

You might be considering a career in movies. The film industry is 
huge. Not only might you find yourself on set, but you might also 
be associated with the wider world of movies, as a supplier, or 
even a Casting Agent. Other career options include:

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English 
(Grade 4 considered)

Two final exams plus  
practical coursework Eduqas

 Broadcast Presenter

 Event Manager

 Film/Video Editor

 Location Manager

FILM STUDIES

Additional entry requirements:

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from Art.  
Merit or above if BTEC*

One exam project and  
one coursework project AQA

I’ve loved all my subjects but the one I’ve 
found most freeing and interesting is Fine Art. 
The whole course has been about being given the 
freedom to explore different creative possibilities 
that you may not have imagined before.

Scan me to access 
more info

WHAT IS FINE ART?
Fine Art is one of our more popular A Levels and is ideal if you wish 
to explore your own personal projects and develop your ideas. You’ll 
already be inspired by the work of a dizzying array of artists and have a 
real passion for creating your own. You will experience a wide variety of 
exciting processes. You’ll be entranced by experimenting within broad 
themes such as portraits, cityscape and landscape and still life.

Refine your techniques in your sketchbook to develop your skills, 
working in new ways to develop your artistic abilities in a highly-creative 
environment. Tour many of the region’s galleries and museums to gather 
your thoughts, ready for your next practical assignment. You’ll have every 
chance to express yourself and reach heights of creativity you never dared 
imagine.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
You’ll work through wide-ranging processes and activities, 
materials and techniques, including drawing, pastels, iPads, 
charcoal, inks, collage, watercolour, acrylic, oil paints, 
mixed media, digital photography and 3D materials. Your 
learning experiences will include whole class and small 
group demonstrations, individual discussions and personal 
exploration, sketchbook and larger-scale developmental work, 
study trips and working with Artists.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Fine Art students are likely to head into teaching, fashion, 
interior design or gallery roles.

With your keen eye for how things are put together, you might 
choose an architecture route. 

We’ve even had students combine their love of science and art 
to go on to engineering roles, with their artistic flair bringing  
an entirely new perspective to product design.

Fine art experience also lends itself to film, television and 
jewellery design.

Luca Rawlinson, Fine Art A Level student

Example of course content: 
Scan QR code for full course content

 Portfolio Component

 Personal Investigation

 Externally-set Assignment

*6 required in art when  
taking two or more  
art-based subjects

FINE ART

Additional entry requirements:
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I’ve loved studying Geography so much that I 
plan to study the subject combined with Biology at 
Durham University. I’ve really enjoyed how relevant it 
is to current events but also how broad it is covering a 
variety of topics from human to physical. I even did my 
EPQ related to Geography.

Course content summary:

 Unit 1 – Physical Geography – Examination 

 Unit 2 – Human Geography – Examination 

 Unit 3 – Synoptic Exam 

 Unit 4 – Internally-assessed coursework 

Niamh Boyle, Geography A Level student

WHAT IS GEOGRAPHY?
Human Geography takes a close look at how we create and manage space, 
our built environment, and the patterns and processes shaping society. 

We’ll investigate the impact of tourism, how politics shapes our world, 
and how our lives are increasingly affected by the changing planet.

Through the Earth science of physical geography we’ll study the natural 
environment, looking closely at organisms, climate, soil and water, and 
what happens when they get together.

What happens when humans and the natural environment interact? 
That’s environmental geography.

How climate change is accelerating – and the role humans play in it. 

Geography is about understanding the greatest challenges of the modern 
world – and our place in the universe.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
Our provision of fieldwork is the highlight of the academic year 
for students as we travel both within the UK and abroad. Beyond 
the residential trips to Spain and the Lake District there are 
many other events and areas in which you can get involved, 
aiding your UCAS statements and improving your knowledge, 
including Model UN debate, local lectures and internal lectures 
given by leading Geographers. 

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
During this course, you’ll probably favour either the human 
or physical geography route. If you choose to specialise in 
Physical Geography, you’ll be studying on a Bachelor of Science 
(BSc) Degree. Human Geography is often a Bachelor of Arts (BA) 
Degree.

Geography is among employers’ favourite Degrees because 
of the subject’s breadth, and graduates possess a raft of 
transferable skills including problem-solving, critical thinking, 
data analysis, technical computing and teamworking.

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English and Maths and 
Grade 5 from Geography if taken

Three exams and  
independent investigation Edexcel

GEOGRAPHY

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Portfolio Unit

 Personal Investigation

 Externally-set Assignment

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
You will learn about the design process from thumbnailing 
and developing ideas to finalising outcomes. You will 
experiment with traditional techniques such as drawing/
illustration, typography, collage and printmaking. You will 
then enhance or translate your designs digitally using Adobe 
Photoshop and/or Illustrator to achieve a more professional 
and refined look.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
A lot of our students progress to Degree courses in art and 
design-related subjects. Degrees in Multimedia, Web Design, 
Packaging, Advertising, Illustration and Animation are among 
the most popular disciplines.

Graphic communication students regularly find themselves in:

 Advertising 
 Marketing 
 Digital Design 
 Architecture

WHAT IS GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION?
On this hugely practical, playful, inspiring, interactive, exciting and 
experimental course, you’ll learn how text and images may combine to 
create impactful outcomes.

This course revolves around working with briefs (mirroring the graphic 
design industry), using text and images to interpret ideas and concepts 
creatively with originality at the core of your work.

When you begin the course, you’ll get a snapshot of what it’s all about. 
This will include observational recording and the collection of source 
material, experimental and developmental work, producing imaginative 
outcomes, illustrating digitally and by hand and responding to the work 
of Artists and Designers.

 The College appealed to me because it allows 
you to be independent but offers support when you 
need it. I’ve really enjoyed Graphic Design as it’s 
allowed me to be creative but was also a fun and 
interesting subject to study.

Minnie Hall, Graphic Communication A Level student

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from Art or Graphics. 
Merit or above if BTEC*

One exam project and  
one coursework project AQA

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

*6 required  
in art when  

taking two or more  
art-based subjects

Scan me to access 
more info
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I’ve enjoyed the Anatomy and Physiology module 
of the course because, as I do triple Health and Social 
Care, it gave me the chance to have an insight into the 
biology side of health and social care, which is an area I 
enjoy along with learning about the body.

Course content summary:
 Extended Certificate (one A Level equivalent) 

 You will complete six units, three externally-assessed  
 and three coursework units.

 Extended Diploma (three A Levels equivalent) 
 You will complete 18 units, six externally-assessed and  
 12 coursework units.

Abigail Kiwewa, Health and Social Care CTEC student

WHAT IS HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE?
The health and social care sector plays a vital role in the support of 
our local communities and society as a whole. The sector is constantly 
evolving, developing new strategies, care and support for all individuals 
who may need to use its services.

The course will prepare you by helping you to develop skills, knowledge 
and the understanding relevant to what happens in a health, childcare or 
social care setting.

There will be the opportunity to undertake a work experience placement 
to put into practice the skills and knowledge you have learned in the 
classroom and how these are applied in real-life health and social care 
settings.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
All the Health and Social Care Teachers at the College are 
experienced, well-qualified and have a track record of excellent 
results. They use a wide range of teaching methods to ensure 
that all students learn effectively. These methods include 
presentations, group and individual work, independent learning, 
research assignments, internet, video case studies and work 
experience.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Many Xaverian students choose Degrees in Nursing, Midwifery, 
Teaching and Social Work or allied professions.

Your job may include working in: 

 Health promotion 
 Social policy 
 Administration 
 Research 
 Support agencies 
 Housing  
 Uniformed services

Two years
Course duration:

Course type:
Exam board:

Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:
Cambridge 
Technical

Grade 4 from English Language  
and Science recommended

Coursework assignments  
and exams OCR

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Course content summary:

 The Tudors: England 1485-1603

 The American Dream: Illusion and Reality 1945-1980

 Coursework: Russia and its Rulers 1855-1953

Amy Berry, History A Level student

WHAT IS HISTORY?
History is one of the most important subjects taught at Xaverian because 
it’s only while studying the past that we can make sense of the present.

On this course, you’ll be studying two periods of history, The Tudors from 
1485 to 1603, and the American Dream between 1945 and 1980.

We’ve been teaching these topics since 2015 so you can be assured 
we’ve built up great expertise and resources keeping you inspired and 
excited to succeed in your History studies.

History is not only a fascinating subject, but it is a course that requires 
you to think critically and to explore different perspectives of the past to 
develop your own arguments and conclusions.

Scan me to access 
more info

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level
Grade 5 from English and Grade 5 

from History if taken
Two final exams and 

one coursework AQA

The lessons have always been fun and engaging, 
and my History Teacher never gave up on me and always 
encouraged me when I was struggling. Being able to have 
lessons in buildings that are so rich in history, for example, 
learning about the Victorian poet Rossetti in a Victorian 
building helped to bring her literature to life.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
History at A Level requires you to read and write extensively. 
Classwork will include evaluating sources and texts, 
writing structured notes, using audio-visual materials as 
well as debating and practising exam skills. You’ll work  
independently to do background reading and conduct 
research as well as in groups to complete tasks.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
The AQA History A Level is highly-respected by universities 
and employers.

Many students continue onto history-related programmes at 
university but also other subjects such as English, Politics, 
Art and modern languages. Other related Degree courses 
that are often taken by History students include Journalism, 
Media, Law, Economics and Teaching.

HISTORY

4544



 Xaverian is the perfect place for the diversity of 
cultures there are here and all the different views and 
opinions. The professional atmosphere fills everyone with 
success and comfort.

Course content summary:
 Fundamentals of IT (External Exam)

 Global Information (External Exam)

 Computer Networks (Internally-assessed)

 Product Development (Internally-assessed)

 System Analysis and Design (Internally-assessed)

Cristian Lupascu, ICT CTEC student

WHAT IS INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY?
There are few faster-paced or more exciting courses in further education 
than Information Technology.

The world is abuzz with technology. Everything you watch, read or 
hear is produced by computers. Virtual reality, augmented reality, the 
internet, your phone – they all depend on a complex network of servers.

As you’d expect, there’s never been a greater demand for qualified IT 
professionals.

On this wide-ranging course, you’ll learn how networks operate, 
computers are built and how messages are relayed across networks 
using computers.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
You’ll learn by completing different tasks and pieces of 
coursework – plus exams, which are based on realistic 
workplace situations and activities. You’ll focus on specific topics 
in turn and develop a range of specialist skills and knowledge in 
those areas. This course is equivalent to one A Level.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
There are endless opportunities for anyone with a passion for 
problem-solving – the bedrock skill of Information Technology.

Here are just a few ideas to help you firm up your ambitions of 
what you might strive to accomplish beyond Xaverian College:

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Cambridge 
Technical

Grade 4 from English Language Coursework and exams OCR

 Animator

 Chief Information Officer

 Computer Programmer

 Cloud Engineer

 Data Scientist

 DevOps Engineer

 Hardware Engineer

 IT Security Officer

 Network Architect

 Project Manager

 Software Engineer

 Systems Analyst

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English (4 considered) Three final exams OCR

My favourite subject to study was most 
definitely Law, it’s extremely challenging and 
sometimes can be daunting but we can’t live life 
in our comfort zones. Law has really taught me a 
lot, such as different aspects of my day-to-day life, 
criminal law, and also how to critique the law which 
I believe is essential for our generation in order to 
bring about change.

Scan me to access 
more info

WHAT IS LAW?
If you love a good debate and find the justice system riveting, Law is the 
perfect A Level.

While there’s a great deal of theory involved to give you the best 
possible foundation for a career in the legal profession, you’ll be 
learning through the lens of real-life cases.

We’ll start you off with an introduction to the legal system and criminal law.

You’ll then study law-making and the law of tort (a tort occurs when 
someone commits a wrong against another person).

The rest of your course will focus on the nature of law and contract law.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
We assume that you know nothing about Law when you start 
your course. We will start from scratch. All we ask of you is an 
open mind and a willingness to work. All the Law Teachers at 
the College are experienced, well-qualified and have a track 
record of excellence. We use a variety of teaching methods to 
ensure all our students learn effectively.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Many of our Law students go on to study Law or other 
prestigious Degrees at university, including many at Russell 
Group universities. Xaverian students have recently received 
offers to study Law at the University of Oxford and Russell 
Group universities such as Durham, York, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Leeds, Sheffield, Warwick and Nottingham.

Other students have gone on to study Degrees in Biochemistry, 
Spanish and Psychology, among many other fascinating 
subjects.

Abraham Oladapo, Law A Level student

Course content summary:
 Unit 1: The Legal System and Criminal Law

 Unit 2: Law Making and the Law of Tort 

 Unit 3: The Nature of Law and Contract Law  

L AW
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I love studying Maths because of how logical it is, 
and there are a number of ways to approach a problem 
and get to one answer. I’m glad I chose to study Maths 
and Further Maths as both have helped me to apply for 
competitive Medicine courses at university.

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Examples of Pure topics: Complex numbers, matrices,   
 hyperbolic functions and advanced algebra

 Examples of Mechanics topics: Collisions, circular motion,   
 work, energy and power

 Examples of Statistics topics: Discrete random variables  
 and Poisson distribution

 Examples of Discrete topics: Graphs, networks and linear   
 programming

Adina Munawar, Mathematics A Level student

WHAT IS MATHEMATICS?
Mathematics is the great A Level all-rounder. Join us on this journey 
through Functions, Quadratic Equations, Mechanics and Statistics and 
you’ll be following in the footsteps of many famous problem-solvers.

Throughout this course, you’ll be developing a sound reasoning and 
rationale for many of the decisions you make throughout your life.

Proficiency in mathematics is a skill, which means anyone can learn it with 
practice and hard work. 

Mathematicians have never been more in demand. Data Scientists rule the 
business world. Statisticians and Economists are lynchpins for commercial 
organisations beyond the recent pandemic, and Computer Programmers 
are building our technology-powered future across every industry.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
Lessons involve phases of teacher-led introduction to new ideas, 
practise and more reflective independent work. We have regular 
low-stakes assessment to provide feedback to students, so you 
can see what you have learnt and whether you need further 
study or support in other areas. There is time in lessons to 
review these assessments or to engage in extension work.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Popular Degree courses among Mathematics students include:

 Accountancy

 Actuarial Science

 Chemistry

 Computer Science

 Economics

 Engineering

 Management Studies

 Physics

 Statistics

Due to the intense problem-solving nature of Mathematics, you’ll 
find a much broader range of undergraduate courses will suit 
your new-found skills.

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 7 from Mathematics Four 1h 30m exams Edexcel

MATHEMATICS

One year/Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

AS Level/  
Linear A Level Grade 8 from Mathematics AS, two 1h 40m exams/ 

A Level, four 1h 30m exams Edexcel

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
Further Mathematics is taught as a separate subject from 
Mathematics to allow you to move at an appropriate pace 
and to receive the necessary teaching for each unit. How you 
study Further Mathematics will be complementary to your A 
Level Mathematics study. There will be regular low-stakes 
assessments with three graded assessments during the year.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Many of our students progress to Engineering or Science-
related Degrees.

Mathematics is the foundation for all science pathways. 
Physics is popular, as is its closest cousin, Chemistry.  
Biology, too, asks complex modelling questions of its 
undergraduate students.

After your Further Mathematics A Level, you might wish to 
continue exploring the deepest reaches of this incredible 
subject, specialising in such diverse areas as operational 
research and statistics.

WHAT IS FURTHER MATHEMATICS?
Further Mathematics is usually taken as half an A Level alongside 
Mathematics. 

If you think there’s no greater feeling than unpacking a cryptic riddle, 
then that’s exactly what you’ll be doing the whole time you’re on this 
course, which serves as the perfect introduction to thinking like an 
Engineer, Programmer and Scientist.

If you’ve barely scratched the surface when it comes to the intricacies 
of algorithms or advanced geometry, you’re in for a treat.

Scan me to access 
more info

I’ve loved studying Further Maths at Xaverian 
because it has stretched me and given me a 
challenge during my two years here. I also got the 
chance to compete in the first round of the British 
Maths Olympiad while I was in my second year. All 
my hard work has paid off as I have gained a place at 
the University of Oxford to study Mathematics.
Dominic Seymour, Further Mathematics A Level student

MATHEMATICS (FURTHER)

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Examples of Pure topics: Complex numbers, matrices,   
 hyperbolic functions and advanced algebra

 Examples of Mechanics topics: Collisions, circular motion,   
 work, energy and power

 Examples of Statistics topics: Discrete random variables  
 and Poisson distribution

 Examples of Discrete topics: Graphs, networks and linear   
 programming
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The staff have been really helpful with my university 
application, as well as presenting lots of different  
post-College options, and helping with entrance exams and 
interview technique. It all paid off, as I got an offer from my 
first-choice university. I worked really hard for it and found 
the interview process stressful, but rewarding in the end.

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Meanings and Representations in the Media

 Media Forms and Products in Depth

 Coursework – Cross-Media Production

Kirsten Attfield, Media Studies A Level student

WHAT IS MEDIA STUDIES?
Across every channel and platform, the media is being disrupted.

Streaming services threaten mainstream TV. Independent journalists 
launch highly-successful newsletters and blogs, eating the lunch of their 
former employers.

Social media makes – and breaks – news that changes the world, and 
swings election results.

And Esports and Twitch are fast gaining traction amongst your peers, 
generating millionaire-gamers and further decimating the traditional 
way of consuming content.

The media has never been a more fascinating, fast-paced industry. 
And now it’s your chance to become a reporter by joining us for this 
entertaining, educating and inspiring Media Studies course.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
You’ll critically analyse a range of media products, developing 
your own analysis skills and your own ideas and opinions. 
You’ll also study up-to-date issues and trends in media industries 
and how society shapes the media. This will include both 
mainstream and alternative media, media produced in different 
countries, some historical products and future developments.

We have a range of up-to-date cameras and editing facilities 
so you can develop your production skills and try out your own 
creative ideas.

In class, you’ll have your own individual camera, tripod and 
computer to create and edit your images. You can also use these 
outside class to complete your coursework.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
If you enjoy the breadth of experience gained on this course, you 
might wish to continue to a Media Studies Degree.

There are also plenty of opportunities to specialise in areas such 
as games development, marketing, journalism, graphic design or 
film studies.

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English (4 considered) Two exams and coursework Eduqas

MEDIA STUDIES

Course content summary:

MODERN FOREIGN L ANGUAGES

Roder Eshun, Modern Foreign Languages A Level student

WHAT ARE MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES?
Studying Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) at A Level is your route to 
exploring the wider world. Learning a language is not just about the 
ability to communicate, but also exposes you to the traditions, religions, 
arts and history of the people associated with that language.

We offer French, German and Spanish at A Level. 
French is one of the world’s most widely-spoken languages. It is both 
a working language and an official language of the United Nations, the 
European Union, UNESCO, NATO, the International Olympic Committee 
and the International Red Cross.

German: On this course, you’ll be immersed in the rich culture of 
this charming and curious country. Germany boasts Europe’s largest 
economy and is the world’s second largest export market.

Spanish: With over 400 million speakers, it’s the world’s second most 
popular language. It’s fast becoming a hugely important trading language. 

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level
Grade 5 from English and Grade 5 

from chosen foreign language
Exams and externally- 

moderated assessments Eduqas

I’ve enjoyed studying languages because it was a fun 
environment and I had the chance to engage with everyone 
in the class. The teachers have been outstanding and have 
supported everyone in preparing for the exams and especially 
the speaking exam. I can’t thank them enough for encouraging 
me and making the experience so enjoyable.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
The MFL Department at Xaverian offers A Level courses in 
French, German or Spanish. There are currently 135 students 
following the taught programmes but we also aim to give 
Xaverian students the opportunity to try new languages or 
hone their own language skills.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Once you’ve completed your language Degree, it is likely you 
will be fluent in that language. This means you’ll not only be 
able to apply for jobs in the UK,  but also in the many other 
countries across the world. There is always a big demand for 
Interpreters, Translators and Teachers.

Your skills will also be sought in business roles where being 
bilingual is an important asset. Business and politics roles 
generally command high salaries.

Finally, it’s important that while you work on your fluency, 
and master the art of communication, you also develop other 
employability skills such as critical thinking, problem solving 
and project management.

 Speaking

 Listening

 Reading

 Translation

 Critical response in writing (closed-book)

Scan me for 
more info 
on French

Scan me for 
more info 

on German

Scan me for 
more info 

on Spanish
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Course type:
Linear A Level

Xaverian is a unique college that felt like the right fit for the way I learn. I felt it was an 
environment that would encourage me to grow to my full potential, and I did. I really liked all of my 
subjects, but Music was my favourite because the whole department is like a family who support each 
other to develop as people and as Musicians.

Course content summary:
 Appraising Music: 40% of A Level Music

 Music Performance: 35% of A Level Music

 Composition: 25% of A Level Music

Lydia-Faith Smith, Music A Level student

WHAT IS MUSIC?
We are famed and justifiably proud of our reputation here at Xaverian  
for delivering the highest standards in Music courses and facilities.

We expect complete commitment from students – which will result in 
you exceeding your own expectations.

This Music A Level is rigorous, challenging and hard work. It’s also 
enormously fulfilling and enjoyable.

What happens when you combine first-class support, exceptional 
facilities and passionate students? For more than 20 years, our students 
have achieved 100% pass rate of which more than 90% are high grades 
from A*-B. 

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
Every student has different learning styles and musical tastes, 
which is why the course values all music styles, skills and 
instruments. Studying Music A Level is a chance to broaden 
your mind and foster a love of all music with a qualification  
that a mixture of all abilities and backgrounds will enjoy.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Many of our students take the short journey to the Royal 
Northern College of Music to continue their education. It’s one 
of the country’s most well-regarded institutions for musical 
education, and Graduates regularly go on to professional 
entertainment careers.

Two years
Course duration: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Grade 4 from GCSE Music. Ability to 
read, sing or play music at Grade 5

Exams and coursework AQA

MUSIC

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

BTEC Advanced Internal assessment and one externally- 
assessed timed production project (15 hrs) Pearson

The Music Technology course is so much more than 
you expect it to be. You learn what it’s like to think like the 
composers themselves. You learn what it is in the music and 
what specific features that make the Composer innovative and 
special. You learn about all of these rules about compositions 
that really help to develop you as a Musician.

Scan me to access 
more info

WHAT IS MUSIC TECHNOLOGY?
This is a highly hands-on course designed to get you right at home with 
the latest technology powering recording studios across the world.

This course has been developed in consultation with influential 
members of the music industry to make sure you get all the experience 
required by your future employers.

It’s also a highly-regarded qualification among universities and 
conservatoires.

Skills you’ll learn on this course will be indispensable as you enter your 
musical career.

We don’t expect you to know how to use all the professional software 
that’s used on this course, but as you build your portfolio of projects 
you’ll get right at home with the technology that will likely become an 
invaluable part of your future career.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
The BTEC in Music Technology is an exciting, industry-specific 
course that is highly-regarded by universities, conservatoires 
and Apprenticeship providers such as the BBC, focusing on 
the skills needed for progression into a professional career in 
music. The BTEC especially supports those studying A Level 
Music. This course is equivalent to one A Level.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
As an undergraduate, you might consider one of these courses:

Maisie Ellul, Music Technology BTEC student

Course content summary:
 Music and Sound for Media

  DAW Production

  Creative Synthesis and Sampling

  Remixing and Reworking

  Mixing and Mastering Techniques 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 

 Audio Recording

 Creative Music Technology at the University of Salford

 Electronic Music Production (British and Irish Modern  
 Music Institute (BIMM) in Manchester)

 Music and Sound Production (BIMM)

 Music Industry Studies

 Music Performance

Grade 4 from GCSE Music. Ability to 
read, sing or play music at Grade 4 5352



It is an incredibly thought-provoking and 
interesting subject, and it encouraged me to think more 
deeply about the world around me. It has made me 
a more mindful and thoughtful person and has given 
me new perspectives on the world. The teachers are 
awesome and they’ve given me lots of encouragement in 
choosing my future direction.

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Philosophy of Religion

 Religion and Ethics

 Christian Theology

Adam Charlesworth, Philosophy, Ethics and Theology A Level student

WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY, ETHICS AND 
THEOLOGY?
If you spend way too much time pondering life’s biggest, unanswered 
questions, then this is the right time to choose a course that brings you 
together with teachers and other students ready to discuss and debate them.

The questions we’ll address on this course have been asked for millennia.

Why am I here? What’s the meaning of life?

We’ll look at how people through the ages have sought to find answers to 
the biggest questions of our universe. And by studying the great thinkers, 
you too will fill up your critical thinking toolbox so you’re ready for 
university study.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
All the Philosophy, Ethics and Theology Teachers use a range of 
different approaches to support you from the start to the finish 
of your A Level course, so that you learn effectively.

There is a focus on developing writing skills to prepare you 
for the final examination. This is complemented by individual 
presentations and whole-class debates.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Philosophy, Ethics and Theology opens doors to many courses 
and careers. Universities and employers recognise that you 
develop a good analytical mind and the ability to reason and 
express yourself well.

Former students have gone on to pursue careers in:

 Journalism

 Publishing

 Marketing

 Nursing

 Teaching

Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Entry requirement: Assessment methods:

PHILOSOPHY, ETHICS AND 
THEOLOGY

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English (4 considered) Three final exams OCR

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Portfolio Component

 Personal Investigation

 Externally-set Assignment

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
Initially, the course will give you the opportunity to learn 
subject-specific skills, such as using the camera’s controls 
creatively, black and white printing in the darkroom, studio 
work, digital editing and image manipulation. You’ll then  
go on to develop personal projects in which you investigate  
a topic in depth.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Higher education institutions popular among Photography 
students include Glasgow School of Art, Goldsmiths and 
Camberwell College of Arts in London, University of Derby, 
Birmingham City University and our city’s own Manchester 
Metropolitan University.

WHAT IS PHOTOGRAPHY?
In Photography at Xaverian, you’ll gain the knowledge and experience 
to take control of the camera creatively, but you’ll also open your eyes, 
heart and head artistically. By working in a dynamic Art department 
alongside students from other artistic disciplines, you’ll be exposed to 
new and exciting techniques, ideas and artworks that’ll inspire you in 
new and challenging ways.

There’s a great amount of creative freedom on this course. You’ll get 
to shoot 35mm film and print your images in our darkroom, use the 
College’s digital SLR cameras and edit your photos with Adobe Creative 
Cloud programs, which you can download and use at home for free! 

You’ll experiment and work across various genres of photography, from 
landscapes and portraiture to experimental and street photography. 
Initially, we’ll give you starting themes for inspiration and, as the 
course progresses, you’ll create and develop your own personal 
themes, interests and ideas.

Scan me to access 
more info

I came to Xaverian as my older brother came here and had a really good 
experience. It has been a memorable experience for me too, and the subjects I chose 
have helped me to prepare for life at university. Rajprit Randhawa, Photography A Level student 

PHOTOGRAPHY

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from Art or Photography. 
Merit or above if BTEC*

One exam project and  
one coursework project AQA

*6 required  
in art when  

taking two or more  
art-based subjects
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I’ve really enjoyed my time at College and have especially enjoyed Physics, as I want to pursue 
a career in Astrophysics in the future. My most memorable moment was achieving all five of my 
acceptances from universities, with the help and support of Xaverian staff, to give me options for 
where I want to study next.

Course content summary:
 Module 1: Development of Practical Skills
 Module 2: Foundations of Physics
 Module 3: Forces and Motion
 Module 4: Electrons, Waves and Photons
 Module 5: Newtonian World and Astrophysics
 Module 6: Particles and Medical Physics

Ashina Sadaf, Physics A Level student

WHAT IS PHYSICS?
“How” is the nature of Physics.

 How did the universe begin?

 How will it change?

 How does the Sun keep on shining?

Physics is the knowledge of nature, Chemistry deals with results and 
Biology is the why, but it is always incumbent upon Physicists to know 
the how.

You’ll learn about the many branches of Physics studying different forms 
of matter and energy in space and time.

Physics is the study of matter and energy and the interaction between 
them, but what that really means is that Physics is about asking 
fundamental questions and trying to answer them by observing and 
experimenting.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
In Physics lessons, you can expect a range of teaching 
techniques such as PowerPoint presentations, animations, short 
videos and group work on practical tasks. Problem-solving skills 
are reinforced by regularly practising past exam questions.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
The majority of Physics students successfully gain places at 
Russell Group universities.

Popular Degrees include:

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grades 6,6,6 from two Sciences 
and Maths

Exams and a practical  
endorsement OCR

PHYSICS

 Pure and Applied Physics

 Engineering

 Material Science

 Computer Science

 Medicine

 Dentistry

 Pharmacy

 Veterinary Science

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Component 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas

 Component 2:  UK Government and Non-core Political Ideas

 Component 3: Comparative Politics: Global Politics

Jemma Ward, 
Politics A Level student

WHAT IS POLITICS?
Politics is a fascinating subject that affects every member of society. As 
someone who will soon be eligible to vote, you will have the chance to 
influence and shape UK society and studying Politics will give you an 
insight into the processes of government, how decision-making takes place 
and how the government can be held accountable for its actions. You will 
also learn about fundamental elements of UK politics such as:

 How the government imposes taxes and makes decisions on spending 
 The government’s latest policies and the impact these have on the country 
 Learn about the value of rights in the UK 
 The location of power and who makes decisions 
 The global landscape

You will develop key skills such as critical thinking, written and academic 
skills, and the ability to evaluate different positions and viewpoints.

Scan me to access 
more info

I chose to study at Xaverian as it’s a large college 
with lots of subjects and opportunities. Politics is my 
favourite subject as it has allowed me to understand and 
analyse the world around me, both in the past and the 
present day. It also showed me different opinions and views 
that I may not have considered previously, widening my 
understanding of politics. 

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
There is a focus in class on discussion of political ideas 
and concepts, which then aids you in your class writing. 
As Politics is an exam-based subject, a good standard of 
reading, synthesis and writing skills is essential. You’ll use 
a range of specially-designed topic booklets, past paper 
questions and sample answers, online video and news tasks, 
as well as attend talks from political academics and political 
representatives, and visit party conferences and local politics 
events.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
There is a wide range of politics Degree courses available at 
university, and many aligned study programmes, including 
Philosophy and Economics, International Relations and Social 
Policy.

Politics-related Degrees are useful in two ways. You have 
a broader picture of the state of the nation and how major 
national and international political, social and economic 
institutions work, and you can apply your critical thinking 
skills to project management roles across many different 
industry sectors.

POLITICS

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English Three final exams Edexcel 5756



I chose Xaverian as it has a good reputation 
and I think it is the best College in Manchester. 
I’ve particularly enjoyed Psychology because it’s 
interesting and I have learnt a lot from the course. 
Being a part of Xaverian has been great and I have 
really enjoyed my time here.

Course content summary:
 Paper 1 – Introductory topics in Psychology: Social   

 Influence, Memory, Attachment and Psychopathology

 Paper 2 – Psychology in context: Approaches in    
 Psychology, Biopsychology and Research Methods

 Paper 3 – Issues and options in Psychology: 
 Issues and Debates in Psychology, Relationships, Stress   
 and Addiction

Danela Kadr, Psychology A Level student

WHAT IS PSYCHOLOGY?
To the untrained eye, humans are peculiar creatures.

We might seem irrational. Our habits might confound.

Understanding how we think and behave is the role of Psychologists, 
who try solving the riddle of humanity using different approaches, such 
as biological, behavioural, cognitive and psychodynamic.

Much of this course is spent assessing the huge body of research into 
psychology and neuroscience. We’ll explore this work in the context of 
real examples to help you gain a thorough understanding of psychology 
in action.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
A variety of teaching methods are used in order to ensure that 
you learn effectively. These include presentations by both staff 
and students, group and individual work, research assignments, 
use of the internet and discussion and debate. We also support 
you to make a successful transition from GCSE to A Level by 
helping you develop independent learning strategies and by 
offering additional support outside the classroom.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
We are constantly discovering new ways to support mental 
health. Psychologists have never been in such high demand.

As a Psychologist you might specialise in clinical, counselling, 
educational, forensic, occupational, sports and exercise or  
health environments.

Behavioural psychology also plays a critical role in the success 
of the marketing and advertising world and many Psychology 
students pursue careers in marketing.

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English and Maths  
 (4s considered) Three final exams AQA

PSYCHOLOGY

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

BTEC Advanced Grade 5 from Maths and Grade 5 
from Science recommended Coursework and exams Edexcel

I chose to come to Xaverian as it’s a good 
college that provides you with insights into 
possible career paths you might want to take. As 
well as enjoying my science course, I also love the 
extracurricular activities provided, because it’s an 
opportunity to learn new skills, and I made many new 
friends.

Scan me to access 
more info

WHAT IS APPLIED SCIENCE?
The course begins with an exciting and inspiring introduction to the 
sciences of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. After studying Science at 
GCSE, you’ll recognise and be familiar with many of the core concepts.

We’ll learn about cells and tissues, atomic structure and bonding, 
substances’ chemical and physical properties, and how waves have 
changed our world.

Gaining this solid grounding in Biology, Chemistry and Physics will give 
you a great appreciation of the different fields of science, and the direction 
you might take in your future career.

 Applied chemistry
 Biochemistry
 Pharmacology

 Environmental science
 Forensic science

Course content summary:
 Extended Certificate (one A Level equivalent): You will  

 complete four units of study, three mandatory and one  
 optional.

 Extended Diploma (three A Levels equivalent):  
 You will complete the above units, plus extra units  
 over the two-year period.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
The work involves a degree of taught input from your 
teachers. You will be given guidance and support for examined 
components of the course. The bulk of the work is based on 
you working independently to complete a number of tasks in 
each unit. This will involve tasks such as independent research, 
presentation of information, practical write-ups and data analysis.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Set your heart on life as a Lab Technician? Maybe you want to 
earn as you learn, in which case, a Degree Apprenticeship in 
Laboratory Science might be the right choice for you.

Or you may wish to specialise at Degree level in other directions, 
after your BTEC Applied Science course piques interest in areas 
such as:

SCIENCE (APPLIED)

Ayesha Naeem, Science BTEC student
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I believe my Sociology Teacher is the best 
teacher I have ever had, and she made the subject 
easy to understand and study. Xaverian has helped 
me expand my social and academic skills and made 
me feel confident about going to university.

Course content summary:
 Paper 1: Socialisation and Culture 

 2hr 30 mins exam, worth 40% of the A Level

 Paper 2: Methods of Sociological Enquiry 
 1hr 45 mins exam, worth 20% of the A Level

 Paper 3: Power and Stratification 
 2hr 30 mins exam, worth 40% of the A Level

Shahed Aboutwerat, Sociology A Level student

WHAT IS SOCIOLOGY?
12,000 years ago the largest society numbered about 100. Today we’ve 
got megacities peopled by more than 24 million.

How did we get here? And how has our world changed as a result of 
societal evolution?

Welcome to Sociology – the scientific study of society and human behaviour.

Everyone’s an armchair Sociologist – opining on how society works 
based on their own experiences.

As a real Sociologist, you’ll be asking moral and political questions about 
how society works, defining hypotheses and then conducting research 
using four very different methods to prove or disprove those theories. 
You’ll explore in great detail these research methodologies before 
carrying out your own.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
Sociology is taught by three very experienced teachers, all 
of whom are subject specialists with examining experience. 
Sociology is an essay-based subject and you’ll learn how to 
construct reasoned debate, using informed opinion and  
exploring alternative viewpoints. 

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
As a Sociologist, your skills will be put to good use in such 
diverse areas as crime scene investigation, social research, 
youth work, probation services and the criminal justice system.

Popular roles among Sociology Graduates include:

 Marketing Officer

 Journalist

 Social Worker

 Counsellor

 Teacher

 Public Relations Officer

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from English and Maths  
(4s considered) Three final exams Eduqas

SOCIOLOGY   

Course content summary:
 Single Sport (Extended Certificate, equivalent to one A Level)   

 has four units overall: 66% external assessment (one exam, one   
 controlled assessment), 34% internal assessment (two   
 courseworks)

 Triple Sport (Extended Diploma, equivalent to three A Levels) has  
 14 units overall: 42% external assessment (one exam, three   
 controlled assessments), 58% internal assessment (11   
 courseworks)

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
As this is an applied course, the mode of study will be a 
mixture of theory and practice, therefore your learning will 
not always take place in the classroom. You’ll be required to 
gather information, using primary and secondary research. 
This will enable you to demonstrate your understanding of 
theoretical models and that you are capable of demonstrating 
the required industry skills.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
As a Sports Degree student you’ll be expected to have a good 
knowledge of science and anatomy, so make sure you choose 
science-based modules as part of your BTEC course. 

If you want to study a different subject in higher education, 
choose a National Diploma or National Extended Certificate or 
other courses.

Remember that Degree-level study is different to how you 
learn on a BTEC course. You might want to spend some extra 
time on advanced study skills like essay writing – which will 
play a big part in your university life.

WHAT IS SPORT BTEC?
Fanatical about football? Crave climbing? Crazy about kayaking?  
Vibe for volleyball? Gloomy without the gym?

The sports and leisure industry has bounced back since the pandemic. 
Personal Trainers are now more in demand than ever, and there’s 
nothing greater than the great outdoors to restore spirits and ready us 
for whatever challenges come our way.

This BTEC Sport qualification will give you everything required to be a 
smash hit in health and fitness.

On this BTEC Sport course, you’ll first learn the basics about anatomy. 
You’ll find out what it takes to be a rockstar Fitness Trainer, and then 
test yourself as a Football Manager.

Scan me to access 
more info

I wanted to go to a basketball academy 
regardless, plus I wanted to study certain A Levels to get 
on the course I wanted at university, so I found Xaverian 
had a perfect balance between being able to study 
basketball but also being able to study the subjects I 
needed to further my career in Physiotherapy.

Mo Al Khatib, Sport BTEC student

SPORT

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

BTEC Advanced Grade 4 from English and  
Science recommended

Exam, controlled  
assessments and coursework Pearson 6160



I love being at Xaverian because of the friendly environment and how welcoming the staff are. 
The teachers are always ready to help, and they always make lessons engaging and interesting, as well 
as give you lots of information about going to university and choosing a career.

Example of course content: 
Scan the QR code for full course content

 Portfolio Component: You will work and develop ideas using  
 a range of processes, skills and techniques.

 Personal Investigation: You will develop a practical   
 project which will be supported by a written element.

 Externally-set Assignment: You will produce prep work, and  
 at the end of this you will produce a final piece of work.

Megan Chilton, Textiles A Level student

WHAT IS TEXTILES?
It’s your passion for sewing and finding inspiration from unexpected 
places that will drive lots of independent work. 

There’s a lot of ground to cover on this course. You’ll need to have  
plenty of energy and enthusiasm to stay the pace. We work fast, and 
dream big.

But the rewards are incredible. You’ll be developing a fantastic and  
extensive body of work that will draw admiring glances throughout  
your career.

We’ll support you to secure a work placement in the city, and you  
might get the chance to have your work showcased through  
high-profile events and initiatives including the ‘Runway on the  
Runway’ charity fashion project.

Projects will be loosely-themed to give you lots of creative latitude  
to experiment and find the outer reaches of your imagination.

Scan me to access 
more info

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
You’ll be introduced to a wide range of textile-based techniques 
and processes including knitting, hand embroidery, felting, 
applique, dying, machine embroidery, embellishing, printing, 
weaving, resist and heat distressing. Using these and elements 
of textile design, such as line, scale, colour, texture, pattern, 
repeat and tone, you’ll record your ideas and evidence in a 
sketchbook or folder.

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Textiles is an intensive A Level. As such, it’s generally studied by 
those who are intently devoted to studying a Degree and career 
associated with the subject.

Your next steps in higher education related to Textiles might be 
to study Degrees in Fashion Design, Marketing and Promotion, 
Styling or Illustration.

TEXTILES

Two years
Course duration: Course type: Exam board:

Additional entry requirements: Assessment methods:

Linear A Level Grade 5 from Art or Textiles.  
Merit or above if BTEC*

One exam project and  
one coursework project AQA

*6 required  
in art when  

taking two or more  
art-based subjects

Key skills for employment are embedded 
into our Foundation course including:

 Being organised
 Research skills
 Working as part of a group
 CV writing and job applications
 Planning future progression

WHAT IS THE FOUNDATION COURSE?
Everyone can thrive and succeed in study. It’s all about finding the learning 
style and subjects that suit us.

Xaverian teachers work closely with you to ensure you are fully supported 
and maximise your talents using the right learning style.

Our one-year Foundation course helps school leavers prepare for the world 
of work and further study. You’ll gain essential qualifications for employment 
in business, retail, administration and health and social care, as well as 
English, maths and life skills.

The course includes a short industry placement, workplace visits and 
volunteering opportunities in the community.

HOW YOU WILL STUDY
You’ll be taught in small groups in a friendly and supportive atmosphere. 

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
There is a lot to get through, but you’ll enjoy the variety. The BTEC 
Level 1 qualification will support career ambitions providing valuable 
experience in your area of interest. 

Xaverian’s Foundation course is tailored to support you to progress 
into employment or further study. 

BTEC Level 1 Diploma in Vocational Studies:
 Health and Social Care

 Business, Retail and Administration

Functional Skills:
 Entry Level and Levels 1 and 2

 Literacy or English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)*

 Numeracy*

WHAT CAN I DO AFTER XAVERIAN?
Successfully complete the course and we’ll be delighted to enrol you 
on to the next level of courses at Xaverian.

Or you might choose to start an Apprenticeship at another provider 
or go into employment. Whatever your next move, you will have a 
great springboard through your Foundation course here at Xaverian.

FOUNDATION LEVEL 1

Scan me to access 
more info

*Because of the flexible nature of the Foundation Course, it may be possible for students to substitute GCSE subjects or Level 2 
Functional Skills for one or more of the courses e.g. GCSE English instead of Literacy.

Being at Xaverian is great for me as it is a really 
calm environment and I enjoy being here. The teachers 
are really friendly and we get the chance to take part in 
lots of fun events.

Nayab Muhammad Begum, Foundation Diploma

6362
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Find out more 
about your 
applicant journey

Submit your application to your school
Pass your application to your school for predicted grades 
and a reference, usually completed by your head of year. 
The school will usually forward this for you. Then, check 
your email for an acknowledgment that we have received 
your application.

Meet the deadline
The deadline for 2023 entry is Friday 13th January 2023.

Decision letter
Every student who meets the application deadline should 
receive a decision from the College by the end of March at 
the latest.

We will inform every student of our decision, whether they 
have been offered a place, are on a waiting list, or if their 
application has been unsuccessful.

HOW DO I  APPLY?

Scan me for more 
information

Application Form
Application Forms can be picked 
up on our Open Days, direct from 
your high school or through our 
website. Fill in your details and 
make sure you include a  
personal statement.

FILL IT IN HAND TO YOUR HEAD 
OF YEAR

SEND TO US

Check entry requirements

 Six good passes at GCSE, at least two of   
 which should be at Grade 6

Some advanced level courses have their own specific  
entry requirements. You can check the specific details of 
these on the course pages of our website.

If you are studying at a Catholic high school, or are a Catholic 
at another school, we should be able to offer you a place, 
provided that: you apply before the deadline, we can agree 
a suitable programme of study, and you have a supportive 
reference from school.

DOWNLOAD

How we consider applications
 A supportive reference from school and details of   

 attendance, punctuality, conduct and application

 Your personal statement

 The suitability of chosen courses, including your   
 predicted grades and course availability  xaverian.ac.uk     65

What will I learn on the EPQ?
 Project management
 Presentation skills
 Advanced problem-solving techniques
 Independent research, including evaluating   

 information sources
 Self-guided study
 Writing an extended essay supported by Harvard  

 referencing

WHAT IS AN EXTENDED PROJECT 
QUALIFICATION?
It’s a one-year programme equivalent to half an A Level, where you’ll  
not only master undergraduate study skills, but also produce an 
extended essay or other significant creation relating to a subject of  
your choice.

Choose absolutely any subject, for example, a hobby, or something in 
which you want to achieve mastery.

It’s especially valuable for those who want to gain an early appreciation  
of undergraduate study skills.

After your EPQ proposal is accepted, you’ll learn powerful study 
techniques and develop your project during weekly workshops with 
teachers and lecturers from The University of Manchester.

EXAMPLES OF PREVIOUS PROJECT TITLES:
 ‘Is Britain’s Justice System Failing?’

 ‘How do Historical Fiction Writers Use and Apply Research to  
 Create Work Which is Both Engaging and has a Suitable Level of  
 Historical Accuracy?’

 ‘Does Renaissance Architecture Have Anything to Offer to our   
 Modernist Towns and Cities?’

Scan me to access 
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THE EPQ IS SPLIT INTO FOUR SECTIONS:
You’ll first gain critical thinking skills, exploring how to question 
and challenge academic ideas.

Then you’ll learn robust independent research skills with experts 
from The University of Manchester before putting them into 
practice on your own project.

The academic extended writing phase comes next, at the end  
of which you’ll submit your EPQ project.

Finally, you’ll explore how to become a confident, impactful 
speaker before delivering a 20-minute project presentation to  
a small audience of your peers. 

Throughout the EPQ you’ll be coached in the art of self-guided 
study, helping you acclimatise to university life. It’s your passion 
that will motivate you to succeed at your EPQ – but Xaverian 
tutors, and your peers, will be here every step of the way to help 

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION

The EPQ was really good for me because 
it was where I found my future career path. 
Through the College teams, I gained valuable 
work experience at the Bank of England and PwC, 
and these have certainly strengthened my CV and 
opened my eyes to the corporate world.
David Adu-Boakye, EPQ student
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N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2
Our November Taster Days are an  

opportunity to come along and have a 
trial day at Xaverian, having lessons 
in subjects you are interested in and 

seeing what Xaverian is like for a 
student. Pre-registration is required – 
attend an Open Day/check the website 

for details. 

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2
Come to our Open Days on Saturday 8th and 
Sunday 16th to find out about subjects, meet 

students, and experience our unique atmosphere. 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3
The deadline for applications is 

Friday 13th January.  
Course Consultations take place 

between January and March.
M A R C H  2 0 2 3

You should have received a 
decision from the College 
by the end of March, and 
been invited to a Course 

Consultation if successful.

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 2
We will visit schools with a 

presentation about Xaverian and you 
will be able to see us at a range of 

Careers Events. 

Prospectuses and application forms 
will be available.

A U G U S T  2 0 2 3
Following GCSE results day, 

we will send you an ‘Enrolment 
Appointment’ which will contain 

information about your next steps 
to becoming a Xaverian College 

student.

J U N E / J U L Y  2 0 2 3
After exams are over, come to 
a New Students’ Day - try your 

favoured subjects and really get 
a feel for what life will be like for 

you as a Xaverian student. 

GETTING 
HERE

Xaverian College is situated in Victoria Park, Rusholme, very close to Wilmslow Road. It is a campus college, and the main entrances can be found on Lower Park Road and Thurloe Street.We are situated very close to St Mary’s Hospital and right 
at the heart of Manchester’s student quarter.

From Piccadilly
Bus numbers 40, 41, 42, 42A, 
42B, 43, 44, 45, 45A, 46, 47, 
48, 53, 54, 141, 142, 143, 157.

From other Manchester 
areas
Bus numbers 11, 14, 15, 16, 
50, 130.

Vantage buses
Linking Leigh, Tyldesley, 
Salford, Manchester City 
Centre, Oxford Road and 
Manchester Royal Infirmary.

BY RAIL
Manchester Piccadilly is 10 minutes by taxi.
For all rail information, please visit National Rail Enquiries 
at nationalrail.co.uk

BY ROAD
For directions, simply input Xaverian College into Google Maps 
or our postcode M14 5RB.

BY BUS

Scan me for more 
information

HOW TO GET HERE
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ON EUROPE’S 
BUSIEST BUS ROUTE

EASILY REACHED 
FROM ALL SIDES  
OF MANCHESTER

2 MILES SOUTH OF 
THE CITY CENTRE
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