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WELCOME to Xaverian
College

I hope this prospectus will help provide an insight 
into life as a student at Xaverian, and some of the 
fantastic opportunities available to our students. 

Xaverian has been serving the people of Greater 
Manchester for 156 years, and we remain an outstanding 
Catholic college for the community. Students and staff from 
all backgrounds are welcome to join this community of 
learning, faith and service.

During my time at the college I have seen time and again  
the fantastic endeavours of our students, and how the 
college can transform the lives of young people in our care, 
as we guide and support them to develop their talents and 
reach their full potential, both at Xaverian and when they 
progress from us.

Like many of our staff I have a long affiliation with the 
college, in no small part due to the unique character and 
environment at Xaverian, that I continue to enjoy. In my 
case this has spanned 48 years as a student, teacher and 
now as Principal. Each year our students tell us how much 
they enjoy studying with us, and I am sure you will find the 
College just as welcoming, challenging, supportive and 
distinctive as previous generations.

I look forward to meeting you on Open Days and Taster 
Days, where you can get a sense of what Xaverian offers  
for yourself. Good luck with your continued studies.

Tony Knowles, Principal
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AN OUTSTANDING COLLEGE 

In our inspection, Ofsted graded Xaverian in key areas and 
found it to be Grade One – Outstanding – in all categories.

The key strengths as published in the report are:

 Outstanding leadership and management

 Very high success rates

 Outstanding personal and learning  
 support arrangements

 Strong Catholic ethos based on the  
 Xaverian mission

 Consistently outstanding value-added meaning  
 students who attend Xaverian College make  
 good progress. 

 Highly responsive and flexible curriculum

 Highly inclusive culture

 Outstanding enrichment programme

 Highly effective information, advice  
 and guidance

 Very effective quality assurance  
 leading to improvements

The Xaverian Mission
We are a Catholic College dedicated to the development  
of the whole person. To achieve this we will:
 Maintain a Christian environment which is   

 purposeful and fulfilling

 Value all members of the College  
 Community equally

 Promote excellence in teaching and learning

 Have the very highest expectations of all  
 our students

 Offer appropriate choices, guidance, support  
 and facilities

 Help students to develop as people who strive  
 for the highest possible standards in all aspects  
 of their lives as happy, useful, and successful   
 members of society, and who combine    
 success with service to others in both their   
 personal and working lives.

A message from the College Chaplain
My role as Xaverian’s Chaplain began in 2016 and I have been so lucky to have met and worked with such 
humble, dedicated and compassionate individuals as those I have met at Xaverian College.  
Throughout their time at Xaverian, our students nurture their spirituality through many acts of faith,  
kindness and charity, and in harmony, we really do make small things grow. From the Macmillan Coffee  
Morning, to the Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party, to the Cornerstone Big Sleepout, members of Xaverian  
spread the love of God to each other and throughout our wider communities. I am so proud to know  
these wonderful groups of young adults who are constantly moved to positive action because they will  
not stand back and watch others suffer. They truly reflect that one golden rule that Christ left for us:  
that we love one another as God loves us. It is always a privilege to watch as students of many  
different beliefs and faiths unite, time after time, to act on the Xaverian Mission with zeal;  
whether it is through joining us for Mass or leading our Walk of Remembrance, the respect  
they show for each other and their differences is a true sign of maturity and open-mindedness.  
Our students truly understand what it means to be a member of the Xaverian community and  
I hope that even when they move on from us, they will continue to have a positive impact on  
the world around us through their thoughts, words and actions.
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What Next?

HOW DO I APPLY?

2. Check entry requirements

 Some advanced level courses have their own  
 specific entry requirements. You can check the  
 specific details of these later in the prospectus or  
 on the course pages of our website.

 If you are studying at a Catholic High School, or are  
 a Catholic at another school, we should be able to  
 offer you a place, provided that: you apply before  
 the  deadline, we can agree a suitable programme  
 of study, and you have a supportive reference  
 from school.

4. Meet the deadline

 Every application will be acknowledged with  
 a postcard confirming it has been received,   
 within 2 weeks of it being submitted.

3. Submit your application 
 to your school
 Pass your application to your school  
 for predicted grades and a reference,  
 usually completed by your Head of Year. The school  
 will usually forward this on for you. Then, check  
 your post for our acknowledgment postcard, which  
 you should receive within 2 weeks of the application  
 being submitted.

1. Collect an application
 Application Forms can be picked up on our  
 Open Days, direct from your High School  
 or downloaded from our website.  
 Fill in your details and make sure you  
 include a personal statement. 

Course Consultation
If you are offered a place you will be invited to attend a 
Course Consultation which is an opportunity to discuss 
your options with one of our specialist advice team. We may 
discuss career aspirations, your target grades, and which 
combination of courses might be right for you. It is informal, 
and your parents or guardians are welcome to come along 
as well. Do not worry if you are still uncertain of your subject 
choices at this stage – there is always guidance available, and 
plenty of time to finalise your options.

Can I change the subjects I’ve 
applied for?
Yes, the subject choices you agree at your Course 
Consultation are only provisional, and can be changed.  
We ask that this be done by July to help our planning, but 
we may be able to provide course changes at enrolment in 
cases where your GCSE results differ from your predicted 
grades or if an alternative course is not already full and you 
have met the entry requirements for this subject.

New Students’ Day June/July
After exams are over, come to a  
New Students’ Day - try your  
favoured subjects and really get  
a feel for what life will be like for  
you as a Xaverian student.

Enrolment Appointment
Over the Summer holidays, we will send you an enrolment 
appointment for after GCSE results day, and further 
information about starting at College.

5. Decision letter
 Every student who meets the application deadline   
 should receive a decision from the college by the  
 end of March at the latest. 

 We will inform every student of our  
 decision, whether they have been offered  
 a place, are on a waiting list, or if their  
 application has been unsuccessful.

How we consider applications
 A supportive reference from   

 school and details of attendance,   
 punctuality, conduct and application

 Your personal statement

 The suitability of chosen courses,   
 including your predicted grades  
 and course availability

P O S T C A R D

from:

to:

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam nonummy nibh euismod 
tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim 
ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit 
lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo 

JUNE/JULY
2021 

Six good passes at GCSE, at least 
two of which should be at grade 6.

The deadline for 2021 entry  
is Friday 15th January 2021
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Xaverian is an oversubscribed College. In 2019, 4500 students applied for 1350 places. 



HIGH ACHIEVERS

Ellie Sandiford
From: St Matthew’s RC High School

Career Goal: Biological Research 
Scientist

Studied at Xaverian: Biology, Physics, 
Mathematics, Theology, EPQ

Studying: Biology at  
Oxford University

I have had many extracurricular activity 
options relating to my subjects. The 
most impactful was my Nuffield summer 
research project, which I found out about 
from Xaverian. It has shown me that I 
do want a career in scientific research 
and it has allowed me to attend both 
the Royal Society Student Conference 
and the Big Bang Competition finals to 
present my work at these events - giving 
me experience at explaining my findings, 
which will be vital to me in the long-term.

Here they will meet with our specialised and  
experienced High Achievers’ staff and take part in a 
supercharged, highly academic programme designed  
to develop the skills and application of knowledge  
that are needed to access both A*/top grades and  
top universities.

The course has these aims: 
 Extended communication – delivering structured, substantial   

 arguments in different forms, including interview preparation

 Critical thinking – logically assessing texts and arguments,   
 finding flaws and establishing validity 

 Problem solving – being creative in approaching tasks and   
 developing resilience to work through difficult questions 

 Cultural awareness – discussing current affairs, zeitgeist,  
 and the wider world around you 

 Independent learning – increasing your awareness of the   
 learning process and preparing you for independent study  
 at a higher level

All students who 
have excelled in their 
GCSEs and those who 
demonstrate strong 
academic ability 
are invited to join 
an additional High 
Achievers’ Programme to 
supplement their studies.

Allen Royal
From: St Ambrose College 

Career Goal: Surgeon

Studied at Xaverian: Biology, 
Chemistry, Psychology

Studying: Medicine at  
Sunderland University

Xaverian has enabled me to choose 
subjects I enjoy and decide on a career 
path. I required more help outside 
of lessons, my teachers understood 
this and gave me extra support in 
their free time. The careers staff and 
my teachers helped me find work 
experience, improve my medical 
interview techniques and arranged 
medical admissions talks/career 
insights which helped me with my 
medical application. On the whole 
Xaverian gave me a strong foundation 
to start university and hopefully my 
medical career.

Ellie Etches
From: Longdendale High School

Career Goal: A writer or an Editor

Studied at Xaverian: Classical 
Civilisation, English Literature, 
Graphic Communication, EPQ

Studying: Classics at  
Cambridge University

Studying at Xaverian has introduced 
me to subjects, which I would not 
have encountered elsewhere, and 
I have been given lots of support 
through high achievers and 
extracurricular activities to explore 
my broader interests. There were 
times where the workload and 
pressures of studying at A-level felt 
overwhelming, but the college and my 
subject teachers have been great at 
offering support.
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MEDICS,  
DENTISTS  

& VETS 

What is included in our Medics,  
Dentists & Vets Programme? 

Entrance Exam Tuition
Students looking to study Medicine will have to take an additional 
University Admissions Test. This may include the UKCAT, BMAT 
or GAMSAT examinations. Students on our programme will have 
guidance and support in preparing for these exams from our 
team of specialists at the college. 

Work Experience 
Our careers team are more than just a team of advisors  
to guide you through your progression at Xaverian.  
The team work tirelessly to ensure all students have  
what they need to progress into their chosen field and 
specialism. For STEM students this means work experience  
in hospitals, vet surgeries or dental practices. 

Mentoring Programme 
Xaverian has a long tradition of going above and beyond for 
its students and for many years has run a successful mentor 
programme. This pairs students with industry professionals 
who advise and guide students on routes into their chosen 
industry, as well as providing support with applications, 
interviews and often work experience. 

Guest Lectures  
Xaverian is proud to work closely with The University of 
Manchester to deliver part of their Foundation programme. 
This includes courses in Biosciences, Medicine, Dentistry 
& Pharmacy. This unique relationship allows us to provide 
students with extracurricular lectures that will help students 
broaden their insight into their academic courses, in order to be 
better prepared for progression to university. 

Tutorials & Application Support 
Xaverian High Achievers are all included in a specialist  
tutorial programme which runs from December in the first year 
to December in the final year of study. The purpose of these 
tutorials is to provide students with the application support 
to meet their needs, as well as to develop their higher-level 
thinking and problem solving skills. All of which will be useful 
when applying for and completing a course at one  
of the best universities in the UK. 

At Xaverian, we recognise 
the importance of how 
challenging a career in the 
field of Medicine, Dentistry  
or Veterinary Science will be.  
As such you are going to  
want a college which can 
support you in becoming the 
best possible candidate for 
progression into this area. 

How do you apply?  
We enrol students during their Course Consultations between  
January and March. You will be invited to a consultation if your 
application to the college is successful. Be sure to write,  
Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science on the application 
form, where it asks “What career are you considering?” 
Remember, universities are looking for top grades at GCSE,  
so this will be taken into consideration. There will be further 
opportunities to enrol on these  
courses at enrolment.



University Access Programmes

Pre-University Course
Many courses at Xaverian including Economics, Politics, Sociology and Philosophy, Ethics & Theology all have well-
established links with Manchester University’s Pre-U courses. This is now the fourth consecutive year that we have been 
able to offer this fantastic opportunity to Xaverian students. The course runs for 6 weeks during the autumn term of the  
first year and it is intended to give students a real taste of what it would be like to study their chosen subject at university.  
The course helps to develop transferable skills in critical thinking, oral communication, essay writing and interpreting 
complex information. Each class lasts for two hours and includes a mix of lectures, reading tasks and interactive group 
discussion. It is an excellent opportunity and students who complete the course receive a one A-level grade reduction in  
the standard entry requirements if they apply for an undergraduate degree course at Manchester University.

A number of universities run access programmes to assist with your transition from college to 
university. The criteria to enter each access programme will depend on individual academic and 
personal circumstances. Each programme includes the opportunity to take part in a number of 
activities before you start your degree course either online or at the university campus,  
and Xaverian will encourage and support participation in these programmes.

As an Access student you can benefit from:

 Special consideration from admissions tutors

 An alternative offer for your course, up to two   
 grades lower than the standard offer

 Attending a launch event on campus to find out   
 more about the University and its facilities

 Opportunities to attend workshops

 Access to the University’s online library and   
 Virtual Learning Environment

 Special consideration for the universities’   
 bursaries and scholarships

 Programmes are run at Newcastle, Leeds,  
 Manchester and Manchester Metropolitan University.  
 Further information and presentations will be given  
 during your first term at Xaverian college.
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UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS 

Xaverian has a great reputation, and has built partnerships 
with many universities, employers and other institutions  
across the country. We are also proud to be a member of 
MANCEP, the Manchester Catholic Education Partnership.

Preparation for Top Universities
Each year many of our students are offered places at some of the top 20 Universities in the world – 
from Oxford and Cambridge to Imperial College, London. There is a programme of events to guide 
students through the process and encourage them to aim high in their expectations throughout the 
year. As well as opportunities to visit top universities, students have the opportunity to enhance 
their subject knowledge and understanding through lectures, workshops and other events.  
These have included: 

 Workshop from an Admissions Tutor from  
 St Catherine’s College, Cambridge.

 Workshop with students from Pembroke  
 College, Oxford.

 Summer Schools at Corpus Christi  
 and  Pembroke College, Oxford and  
 Manchester University.

 Residential visits to both Oxford  
 and Cambridge.

 Languages day with the Cambridge  
 Language Centre. 

 Interview Preparation with Oxford and   
 Cambridge tutors.
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Xaverian has a tradition of 
achieving excellent results. 
These consistently include:

RESULTS

99% 100%
A-level Pass Rates

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, public examinations were cancelled in 2020. Students grades were calculated by exam boards 
based on students prior attainment and teacher judgement amongst other criteria. 

*2019 results

BTEC Pass Rates

OVER

50%
High Grades

75%
A*-C Grades

OVER

85%
University  

Progression

OUTSTANDING

OXBRIDGE

Dentist Medics and 
Vets Progression



SUPPORTING YOU TO SUCCESS 

At Xaverian every student matters to us. We will give you  
first-class support both inside and outside the classroom.

Outstanding Teaching  
and Learning
Your teachers are your primary source of contact and  
are your main source of support for achieving succe 
in your subjects. At Xaverian you will have lessons in  
each of your subjects for four and a half hours per week. 
Your teachers will set you targets and review you regularly  
to monitor your progress. 

Subject Support
Our teachers all provide extra subject support sessions for 
a minimum of two hours during the week. In one-to-ones or 
small groups, our teachers make time to support students, 
whether they are striving for top grades, or consolidating 
the work they have done in class. 

Your Pastoral Teacher
You belong to a pastoral group, led by your Pastoral 
Teacher, who will deliver Pastoral Studies. This is a 
Pastoral programme which helps you to settle in to college, 
develop your study skills, prepares you for the world of 
work and university and supports your personal wellbeing. 
Pastoral Studies is tailored for both Year 12 and Year 
13 students, which at its core, helps you to support and 
contribute to the mission of the college.

Your Pastoral Manager
Your Pastoral Manager is an experienced member of staff, 
who is there to support you in all aspects of college life.  
All students have a Pastoral Manager who you can go 
to with any wellbeing and academic concerns. They 
also support and advise you on all aspects of study, are 
responsible for managing your university and employment 
applications, and will guide you towards making the right 
decisions for your future. They are also the link between the 
college and parents or guardians.

Do you have specific needs?
To enable all students coming to Xaverian to achieve their 
aims, the college has a dedicated Learning Support Team. 
The team has very wide experience in supporting students 
with a range of difficulties and study skills needs. 

Specialist tutors are available to support those students 
who require additional learning support. 

We also support students for whom English is not their  
first language.

The support offered includes:

 Initial assessment of Maths and English skills
 Educational support workers to provide in-class  

 support for students with specific needs
 Arrangements for examination concessions
 Development of learning materials to meet the 

 needs of individuals
 Referral for specialist assessment or to  

 specialist agencies.

14 15

Our award-winning careers team will work with  
all Xaverian students, to help ensure the best possible  

progress for them when they leave college.

Over 85% of our students 
progress to university but 

we also provide outstanding 
support to the growing number 

of students progressing onto 
higher level apprenticeships.

What our Careers team offer:
 One-to-one careers interviews 

 On-demand advisory service

 Careers education programme  
 for all students

 Mock Interview Support

 Online CV builder

 Online test preparation

 Employer engagement &  
 work experience service

 Apprenticeship Support  
 Programme

 Futures Week

 HE fairs

 University Open Days

 Weekly Student  
 Opportunities Newsletter

 Job Club & Gap  
 Year support

 Employer  
 Mentoring  
 Scheme



Drama
ENRICHMENT

At Xaverian, we believe in 
offering a range of activities 
and enrichment to students, 
to give you the chance to 
get involved in fantastic 
opportunities that are fun, 
interesting or educational,  
in order to give you a  
really fulfilling college 
experience. 

We know that Universities and employers will want to know 
about your interests outside of the classroom, but more 
importantly, it is an opportunity for you to explore and 
expand your own interests, develop as a person and make 
new friends along the way.

What can you do?
Each year we have a broad range of enrichments and 
activities to choose from, and these are advertised at our 
Activities and Enrichment Fair which takes place in the first 
few weeks of September. You can find extensive information 
about our Drama, Music and Sport opportunities in the 
coming pages, but there are so many other things taking 
place throughout the year. 

Be Creative
If you want to explore your creative side you can take part 
in one of our Art workshops, including Life Drawing and Art 
sessions for beginners. Aspiring writers can join the  
Creative Writing group, take part in Public Speaking or 
join the College Magazine. There are also a variety of Film 
groups that take advantage of Xaverian having its own 
Cinema room in Ward Hall.

Challenge Yourself 
As well as numerous subject extension groups that meet 
during our enrichment block, you can learn the guitar, compete 
in the Investor Challenge competition, be part of the Feminist 
Society, achieve the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award, or take 
part in many of our volunteer and fundraising opportunities.

Be an Ambassador for Xaverian
Each year, many of our students show how much they 
understand and appreciate the unique Xaverian community 
by applying to become an Ambassador for the college. You 
may meet these students on Open Days or Taster Days, as 
they are there to help out and tell students and parents what 
it is really like to be a Xaverian student. They are always 
around to chat and assist you at events, and you could be one 
of our next generation wearing the signature Xaverian blue.

And much more!
There are many more opportunities for our students 
throughout their time at Xaverian, based on what you 
tell us you would like to take part in. This is on top of the 
numerous lectures, workshops, guest speakers, trips and 
work experience that happen each term. Explore the next 
pages for Drama, Music and Sport, find details of our Lourdes 
pilgrimage and voluntary work, see just some of the trips 
undertaken recently and don’t forget to visit the Activities  
and Enrichment Fair once you enrol!

Mr Mitchell and Miss Cotter are subject specialists with 
industry experience, and a track record of successfully 
supporting students through Drama School auditions.  
As such, ex-Xaverian Drama students currently work within 
theatre, television and film, including for the BBC, ITV, 
Channel 4, FilmFour, Sky, and with The National Theatre,  
the RSC and many other theatre companies. Ex-students are 
always welcome back to help nurture new talent, creating a 
Xaverian Drama network of contacts for those who want to 
work in this field. Recently we were proud to see ex-student 
Wunmi Mosaku win Best Supporting Actress at the 2017 
BAFTA Awards.

From those who have never studied Drama, to those looking 
for a career as an industry professional, our team welcome 
you to take part in our extra-curricular productions, 
projects, and a fantastically enjoyable experience which 
will also cultivate skills of communication, creative analysis 
and teamwork that will prove invaluable for universities, 
employers and your own personal development.

Xaverian has a long history 
of producing high-quality 
Drama productions.

Every year, our casts are made up of current Drama 
students as well as those who are not studying 
Drama at A-level. It does not matter how much experience 
you have, everyone is welcome to get involved in 
extra-curricular productions through the Enrichment 
programme. Some of our performers have never even 
been in a play before.

Over the last three years, we have performed productions 
of comedies such as The Importance of Being Earnest,  
Two and The 39 Steps alongside more political 
performances such as Animal Farm. We are also 
very proud to perform as part of the annual MANCEP 
Shakespeare Festival performing The Tempest, Macbeth 
and Twelfth Night to name but a few. Our students have 
enjoyed these experiences so much they have gone on to 
script and perform their own productions at a variety of 
venues, including the Manchester Fringe Festival.  
All whilst still studying for their A-levels!
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Music
Xaverian has a well-deserved 
reputation as the finest  
Sixth-Form Music  
department in Greater 
Manchester. The college  
offers great opportunities  
in Music, whether you  
choose to study it or not.

The Music department boasts over 35 ensembles including 
an outstanding orchestra with over 110 musicians and a 
fabulous choir of over 120 singers. Our extensive range of 
impressive chamber ensembles include chamber orchestra, 
big band, studio band, flute group, wind group, saxophone 
group, string group, brass band, jazz band, chamber choir, 
percussion ensemble, and many rock bands. There is also 
enrichment provision for urban music and popular music.

The Music and Music Technology facilities are second to none. 
They include 13 rehearsal rooms, 7 recording rooms,  
a studio and 2 computer suites (Mac & PC) with professional 
quality microphones and studio equipment. Our music 
resources are among the best found in any Sixth-Form college.

There are five major concerts, 6 recitals, a Young Musician 
of the Year Competition and a Young Composer of the Year 
Competition each year. Recent concerts have included 
performances at the Macron Football Stadium, The RNCM, 
The Bridgwater Hall, and at the Lowry Cinema for the 
premiere of two Star Wars films. 

Music staff and peripatetic instrumental/vocal staff are 
all active professional musicians, enhancing the musical 
development and experience for all students at Xaverian 
College. There are currently 3 full-time members of staff,  
2 accompanists and over 20 instrumental/vocal staff. 

Around 80% of Music students progress to H.E Music and 
Music Technology-based courses, 45% of whom are given 
places at leading conservatoires, with many on scholarships. 

Sport Teams
Xaverian College has a long tradition of competing in  
sports both in the North West and nationally. We have  
the following teams that represent the college; all trials  
are held at the start of the academic year. 

 Basketball - men’s and women’s teams 
 Football - men’s and women’s team 
 Netball - women’s team 
 Cricket 

There are also opportunities throughout the year to  
compete in both regional and national competitions 
in the following sports:

 Volleyball  Table Tennis
 Squash  Tennis
 Cross Country  Golf
 Badminton  Rugby

 Swimming

Sport Enrichment 
Xaverian is dedicated to delivering activities that our 
students want to take part in. We do this by planning 
our activities based on student feedback and organise 
our programme around that. Each year we deliver new 
activities from the ideas and interests of our students. 
Our current programme for everyone includes:

 Badminton  Basketball
 Boxing  Circuit Training
 Cricket  Cycling
 Fitness Suite  Girls Football 
 5-a- side Football  Softball
 Table Tennis  Volleyball 

Xaverian and the RNCM
Xaverian has long-standing links with Royal Northern 
College of Music.

RNCM staff and students regularly come into Xaverian 
College to run master classes and workshops on how 
to perform, do interviews, how to practice, and how 
to do auditions for music college and university; this 
includes classical and pop music courses. 

Sport and exercise have a huge number of positive effects  
on a person, from their physical and mental wellbeing,  
to helping to shape discipline, team-work, determination and 
providing enjoyment. At Xaverian there are many  
opportunities to take part in a wide range of sporting  
activities, whether for competition, fitness or just for fun.

Sport
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that caters to all academic needs

Our distinctive and historic campus provides a fantastic 
environment for study and growth.

Students love our campus! Our facilities are first class, 
with new and redeveloped accommodation for many 
subjects. Xaverian is in Victoria Park, Rusholme, within 
easy reach of most of Greater Manchester.

Ward Hall has been renovated specifically to cater 
to the needs of our Art, Graphic Communication, 
Photography and Textiles Courses. The building 

also houses Film & Media suites, a cine room 
and classrooms for our Criminology, Classical 

Civilisation, Law, Sociology and History Courses.

Mayfield is one of our biggest buildings, It has 8 computer suites 
and is home to Accounting, Business, Computing, Economics, 
Maths, Modern Foreign Languages, Politics and Psychology.

A DYNAMIC CAMPUS 

Birtles has been renovated to cater to our Sport, 
Geography, Music and Drama courses. It features 
a drama studio, music studio, rehearsal rooms, 
recording studios and several computer suites, 

sports hall and fitness suite.

Built in 2020 our new build will host our vocational 
programmes in Health and Social Care and ICT.
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Ryken is home to our library, computer suite and 
is a space to study independently. This is where 

we have our seminars and where you can find our 
careers team.

Xavier is our science building. Home to Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics and BTEC Science.

Sunbury is home to Philosophy, Ethics  
& Theology and our R.E. programme.

Firwood is the hub of the college. It houses our 
chaplaincy areas and our pastoral bases. In this 

building you’ll also find a place to eat and our 
Costa Coffee shop.

A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

for everyone

Marylands is home to our 
English courses and is 
Xaverian’s most iconic building. 
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Biology trip to Valencia

Graphics trip to St Ives

Film and Media trip to London
24 25

Business trip to New York

OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

At Xaverian we believe that learning goes beyond the 
classroom. Where possible, we encourage all students to  
attend trips and events that support their studies and enrich 
their college experience. Over 150 trips took place last year  
with many more planned for this academic year. Sport trip to the Lake District

Chaplaincy trip to LourdesHistory trip to Washington



The A-level Programme
An A-level programme allows students to pick any combination of three A-level subjects.  
The majority of these are assessed solely through exams although some do contain course work. 
Students must meet the college entry requirements plus additional subject requirements to be 
enrolled onto the A-level programme. In some cases a four A-level programme may be possible. A-level 

A-level 
A-level 

Vocational

The Applied Programme
Offering students the chance to study on a fully specialised course. These courses cover a variety 
of course content within one chosen field. Currently Xaverian offers applied programmes in 
Business, ICT, Health and Social Care, Science and Sport. Our latest courses have an examined 
element but are mostly assessed through course work. Additionally, applied programme students 
complete work placements.

Want to combine courses?
It is possible to combine A-levels and Vocational Courses at Xaverian, to create a programme that is 
specific and bespoke for you. Students may be able to take a GCSE resit in Maths or English alongside their 
Advanced Level studies if necessary. For students from our feeder schools, we also have a limited range 
of Level 2 Vocational Courses, which you can discuss on Open Day or by contacting the Admissions Office. 
Xaverian also offers a Level 1 Foundation Course - see page 64 for more details.

Additionality
All Students will take part in elective study on top of their chosen study programme.  
This will include some compulsory elements such as Pastoral Services and RE and some  
elective study. Elective study includes, The EPQ, the Medics, Dentists, and Vets Programme,  
Languages and guided independent study.

At Xaverian we offer flexible programmes to suit all learning  
styles and a range of abilities. We offer two programmes, both of  
which have great progression opportunities for our young people.

or
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I’m very happy that I decided  
to study Accounting at Xaverian. I’ve got 
a place at Liverpool University to study 

Accounting & Finance, which I am so  
excited about!

“

“

I’m so grateful to Mr Devine, 
I’m pretty chuffed to have got a B overall  

after struggling in the first year. Mr Devine is  
a great teacher and I couldn’t have done  

it without him!

“

“

My favourite lesson  
out of my subjects. I enjoy the  
lessons and I feel my teacher  

wants me to do well.

“ “

What is Accounting?
Accounting helps with the understanding of the purposes, 
principles, concepts and techniques of accounting.  
We look at the final accounts of real companies and  
learn to interpret these figures. We also learn to  
appreciate the effects of economic and social influences  
on accounting decisions.

A capacity for methodical and critical thought is required  
for the subject along with a level of numerical competence.  
Part of the examinations are short answer theoretical 
questions and require good written style. Accounting is a 
vocational subject and presents students with a great  
early opportunity to learn about what can be a very 
rewarding career.

Accounting

How you will study:
As we learn many new techniques, classroom 
focus, allied to strong attendance and punctuality, 
is essential. The student then learns through the 
repetition of questions from texts and past papers. 
The secret of success lies in the continual practise 
of these questions.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from Maths
Assessment methods:

2 final 3 hour exams 
Exam board:

AQA

Course Content 
Summary:
 Financial Accounting

 Accounting for analysis and  
 decision-making 

 Recording accurate financial  
 transactions

 Preparing Financial Statements

 Monitoring Business Performance

What can I do after Xaverian?
The Accounting A-level student can either follow a degree 
in Accounting (the vast majority of our students do just that) 
or can join an accounting firm straight from college and be 
trained by this firm towards full certification.

We have links with PWC as well as KPMG and Ernst and 
Young. Many of our students over the years have been taken 
on by these firms directly after finishing at Xaverian.

Students are invited to Open Days at Ernst  
and Young and KPMG which are student led.  
These double up as networking events and  
lead to employment, work placements and  
apprenticeship progression opportunities. 

We also have guest speakers who come  
and visit the students. An employee from  
one of the ‘Big Four’ firms will come into  
the college to talk to students about  
apprenticeships pre-university.

What is Ancient History?

Ancient History

How you will study:
If you have done GCSE History, we will be building 
on the foundations of your skills of evaluation and 
source work. Nevertheless, we assume students 
know nothing about the Ancient World so we start 
from scratch and are open to all; all we ask is an 
open mind and a willingness to read and work hard. 
The major difference with Modern History courses 
is the deeper focus and reliance on the original 
sources, whether it be contemporary historians, 
archaeology, biographies or poetry. You will also 
learn to reference ancient and modern secondary 
scholars in essays, preparing you well for further 
study at university. There is lots of discussion in 
the classroom, and we believe that extra-curricular 
experiences and visits are particularly advantageous 
in opening your eyes to topics we study: we hope 
you will take advantage of our trips to ancient sites 
and the British Museum as well as our links with 
Manchester University.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)

Assessment methods:

3 final exams 
Exam board:

OCR

Course Content 
Summary:
 Greek period study: Relations  

 between Greek and non-Greek  
 states, 492–404 BC (25%)

 Greek Depth study: The Politics and  
 Society of Sparta, 478–404 BC (25%)

 Roman period study:  
 The Julio-Claudian Emperors,  
 31 BC - AD 68 (25%)

 Roman Depth study: The Breakdown  
 of the Late Republic, 88–31 BC (25%)

What can I do after Xaverian?
Many of our students go on to study a historical course of 
study at university; however, the study of Ancient History 
produces skills of analysis, evaluation and interpretation, 
which are sought by employers in many fields. Students 
also follow paths into teaching, the civil service, journalism, 
marketing, public relations - the field is very open as the 
subject is very much respected.

Engaging lessons  
with plenty of independent  

and group work.

“ “

If you are looking for political intrigue, murder, and strong 
female leads and you are missing your fix of Game of 
Thrones, then look no further! During your two years with us, 
you will explore the fascinating reigns of the first five Roman 
Emperors in all their gory glory, one of the most gruesome 
wars of the Ancient World with the Peloponnesian War, and 
the destruction of the Roman Republic through the eyes of 
Cicero, one of the greatest writers, lawyers, philosophers 
and statesmen in the western world. Along the way we 
will explore Ancient Rome: the characters of each emperor 
including their often bloody relationship with the Senate, 
and the conspiracies against them; and the corrupt ways 

politicians gained power. We will also look at how 31 small 
city states in Ancient Greece managed to defeat the invading 
Persian army, and how that success led to the major players, 
Athens and Sparta, ultimately confronting each other in a 
war of attrition and switching alliances. However, our most 
popular focus is the myths and facts about one of the most 
unusual cultures of the western world: this module explains 
why Spartan children were taken from their parents at an 
early age, why Spartan brides shaved their heads on their 
wedding night, and why Sparta was the most feared army in 
Greece for over 200 years.

28 29



One of the best teachers I  
have ever had! I’ve never met someone so 

enthusiastic for the subject before. She offers us 
help all the time and invites us to come to support 

sessions with her to better ourselves and our 
understanding too.

“

“

Our Biology lessons  
are taught consistently to a high  

standard and are very enjoyable as  
well as studious.

“ “

In the last set of public examinations students at 
Xaverian achieved the highest percentage of high 
grades of any sixth form in Greater Manchester.

Most of all we want you to enjoy learning 
business. We make all our lessons dynamic and 
engaging by using current case studies and  
the latest developments in the business world! 

What is Biology?
Biology is the study of living organisms but the subject has 
moved on by a long way from the days of dissecting rats and 
classifying half-eaten dead leaves! Biology now involves the 
study of a wide range of exciting and challenging topics all  
at the cutting edge of present-day scientific research. A few 
of these topics include molecular biology, cell biology, human 
physiology, genes, genetic diseases, viral diseases such as 
HIV, medical uses of DNA, cloning, stem cells, drugs and  
their effects, the study of ecosystems and the effect of man  
on the environment.

Biology

How you will study:
All students are provided with carefully 
prepared booklets of notes and past exam 
questions specific to the units being studied. 
Regular homeworks and tests are used to assess 
your progress and develop your interpretation 
of exam questions. All the Biology staff are 
enthusiastic, experienced teachers and use 
a variety of learning resources including 
powerpoints, on-line activities, DVD’s, animations 
and practical investigations. There are also 
fieldwork activities, lectures at Universities and 
visits to Chester zoo and research institutes.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 6,6,6 from  
2 Sciences & Maths

Assessment methods:

3 final exams 
Exam board:

AQA

Course Content 
Summary:
 Biological Molecules
 Cells
 Organisms exchange substances  

 with their environment
 Genetic information, variation and  

 relationships between organisms
 Energy transfers in and  

 between organisms
 Organisms respond to changes in  

 their internal and external  
 environments
 Genetics, populations, evolution  

 and ecosystems
 The control of gene expression.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Biology is one of the most popular A-level subjects in the 
country attracting students studying a wide range of other 
subjects. Many of these students enjoy the subject so much 
that they eventually choose a biologically related degree 
course – such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, 
physiotherapy, pharmacy, biomedicine, microbiology, 
physiology, optometry, anatomy, nursing, biochemistry, 
zoology, forestry, marine biology, forensic science, food 
science, - the list is endless!

Some students following their Biology studies proceed to 
a career in law, computing, accounting, teaching, etc. So, 
whether you prefer to work in the field of science, education, 
law, or in business, etc. you will find biology a very 
rewarding and challenging course which will develop many 
of the skills essential for a successful career.

Business

How will you be assessed? 
The final assessment is made up of  
3 X 2hr 15min exams. 

We make sure you’re ready for this through  
regular class assessment. This includes  
online quizzes, in class assessment, formal  
end of unit assessments and mock exams. 

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from Maths  
5 from English 

Assessment methods:

3 final 2hr15 exams 
Exam board:

EDUQAS

Course Content 
Summary:
Component 1

Business Opportunities and Functions

Component 2

Business Analysis and Strategy

Component 3

Business in a Changing World

What next? Where can a 
business A-level take you?
Over 70% of our students progress to business related degree 
courses at top universities including Russell Group Universities 
such as Leeds, Liverpool and Manchester. Our students choose 
courses related to Business, Accounting, Finance and Law. We are 
constantly looking for new ways to support students progressing 
into higher level apprenticeships and the world of employment.  
Our students have secured apprenticeships and management 
training jobs with companies such as IMB and Tesco as well 
accountancy firms such as KPMG. 

What skills do you need for 
business? 
Business is a really accessible course even if you haven’t studied 
it before. You need to be confident with numbers which is why we 
have a Maths requirement. A good pass at GCSE Maths should 
be enough. 20% of the final exam is formed from numerical 
assessment. You’ll also need to write good extended arguments. 
This skill can be demonstrated by looking at your History, or English 
Language GCSE grade for example. Sometimes it’s argued a good 
business intuition can’t be taught. It’s always good to have good 
natural instincts too. 

What is Business?
The A-level in Business introduces learners to the dynamic 
business environment and the importance of entrepreneurial 
activity in creating business opportunities and sustaining 
business growth. Learners will have the opportunity to 
develop a wide range of essential skills required for higher 
education and employment. The focus of the specification 
is to nurture an enthusiasm for studying business using 
contemporary contexts, allowing learners to develop an 
appreciation of the strategic, complex and inter-related nature 
of business issues from a local to global perspective.

Why choose Business at 
Xaverian College

 Most of the department are examiners for the  
 exam board 

 Extensive online learning resources for students to  
 download and amend to suit your needs

 Regular assessment and feedback including quizzes  
 and exam questions 

 Guest speakers from business and university lecturers
 Extensions including day trips and residentials to places  

 like London and New York

30 31



How you will study:
The BTEC National is a practical course - you will learn by 
‘doing’. We focus on the types of problems that any business 
person would face on a daily basis and teach you the ways 
that you may solve those problems. Your challenge is to 
prove your knowledge and understanding of business 
through the coursework, task or exam as appropriate. 
For example, the Marketing unit has a ‘task’ based 
assessment. In that task there may be a business launching 
a new product and the business wants to make sure that 
customers will buy the new product to increase profit.  
The task may require you to complete some market 
research to find out more about the potential customers, 
and then suggest and design some advertising, promotion 
and special offers that may convince the customers to buy 
the product – just as you may have to do if you worked in  
the Marketing Department of a real business.

Course Content 
Summary:
Extended Certificate  
(1 A-level equivalent)  
You will complete 4 units - 2 externally 
assessed and 2 coursework units.

Diploma (2 A-level equivalent) 
You will complete 8 units - 3 externally 
assessed and 5 coursework units.

Extended Diploma  
(3 A-level equivalent) 
You will complete 13 units - 4 externally 
assessed and 9 coursework units.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

BTEC Advanced
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 4 from English and  
Maths recommended

Assessment methods:
Coursework 

assignments & exams

Exam board:

Pearson

Business BTEC

Course Content: 
Extended Certificate/Diploma: You will be taught by two teachers 
in parallel, therefore four units with each teacher. These units are 
assessed in different ways, 5 of them are coursework based, 2 of 
them are tasks (similar to ‘controlled assessments’) and one is a 
written exam paper. Every unit you complete will be assessed and 
graded as a Pass, Merit or Distinction and when the individual unit 
grades are added together a final grade is calculated.

Extended Diploma: You would be with a third teacher and complete 
an additional 5 units over the two years of the course, i.e. 13 in total.

What is BTEC Business?
BTEC Nationals changed in 2016 and are now even better than 
the courses they replaced. They are still mainly assessed by 
coursework, which is fantastic if coursework is your strong 
point, and BTECs now include ‘exams’ and ‘tasks’ too. The exams 
are particularly important for students aiming for University 
or Professions as they help you to keep familiar with exam 
techniques required to pass Degrees and Professional Courses, 
and the tasks are really important for employers who need 
employees who can think on their feet and complete a given task 
successfully. These new BTEC Nationals are more rounded and 
can allow you to shine whatever your strengths, while giving you 
vital skills for the future.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Your BTEC course will keep your options open. Under normal 
circumstances your programme of study at Xaverian College  
will result in you achieving 3 A-levels or equivalent.  
Those three A-levels may come from combining this BTEC with 
another A-level, depending on the size of BTEC you choose to 
study. This BTEC course will help you to progress to university  
to start a degree, or college to study on a higher level BTEC 
course. Your BTEC National is also valued by employers and may 
be used to apply for jobs typically in areas such as Accounting, 
Business Administration, Customer Service, Finance, IT, HR or 
Sales, but our students have gone on to study a much wider range 
of subjects.

Work Placement
As part of the course you will spend time in a business on work 
placement. This will help you to see what really goes on in a 
business and will help you to improve  
your CV making you more employable  
in the future. Our students almost  
always receive a glowing  
assessment from their placements  
and several have even been offered  
part-time employment.

 Unit 1 Exploring business

 Unit 2 Developing a  
 marketing campaign

 Unit 3 Personal and  
 business finance

 Unit 4 Managing an event

 Unit 5 International business

 Unit 6 Principles of   
 management

 Unit 7 Investigating  
 Corporate Social   
 Responsibility

 Unit 8 Investigating  
 customer service

What is Chemistry?
We live in a chemical world – the air we breathe, the ground 
we walk on, the food we eat, the clothes we wear, the 
buildings we live and work in – and our bodies, are all made 
of chemicals. Chemistry is therefore a subject of global 
impact. Almost every technological change and important 
discovery has its foundation in chemistry; it underpins 
everything in our modern life-style. In short, chemists are 
the key to influencing life and making the world a better 
place in which to live.

Course content
Physical Chemistry Atomic Structure, Amount of Substance, 
Bonding, Energetics, Equilibria, Thermodynamics, Kinetics, 
Electrode Potentials, Electrochemical Cells and Acids  
and Bases

Inorganic Chemistry Periodicity, Group 2, Group 7, Period 3, 
Transition Metals, Ions in Aqueous Solution

Organic Chemistry Nomenclature, Reaction Mechanisms, 
Isomerism, Alkanes, Halogenoalkanes, Alkenes, Alcohols, 
Aldehydes & Ketones, Carboxylic Acids, Aromatic 
Chemistry, Amines, Polymers, Amino Acids, Proteins,  
DNA, Synthesis, Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy 
and Chromatography.

Experiments are used through this course to support the 
learning and to help students enhance their experience with 
laboratory equipment.

Chemistry

How you will study:
All the Chemistry teachers are experienced and 
enthusiastic, and use a range of teaching methods to 
ensure that each individual student has the very best 
chance of achieving his or her potential.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 6,6,6 from  
2 Sciences & Maths

Assessment methods:

3 final exams 
Exam board:

AQA

Course Content 
Summary:
Chemistry is the natural science involved 
with elements and compounds composed of 
atoms, molecules and ions: their composition, 
structure, properties, behaviour and the 
changes they undergo during a reaction with 
other substances. In the scope of its subject, 
chemistry occupies an intermediate position 
between physics and biology. It is sometimes 
called the central science because it provides 
a foundation for understanding both basic and 
applied scientific disciplines at a fundamental 
level. For example, chemistry explains aspects 
of plant chemistry (botany), the formation of 
igneous rocks (geology), how atmospheric ozone 
is formed and how environmental pollutants are 
degraded (ecology), the properties of the soil 
on the moon (astrophysics), how medications 
work (pharmacology), and how to collect DNA 
evidence at a crime scene (forensics).

What can I do after Xaverian?
Chemists are not just employed in industry – they work in 
many areas including cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, forensic 
science, pathology, water analysis, art restoration, the civil 
service and even accountancy. Many employers rate a 
Chemistry qualification very highly indeed, even if the career 
they offer has no Chemistry component. 

This is because of the mental training and discipline that 
the subject promotes. It encourages us to analyse problems 
critically and to look for scientific evidence before drawing 
any conclusions.

So, a good grade in A-level Chemistry is a valuable 
qualification in its own right – it is like having an open flight 
ticket to any destination in the world – it gives you great 
choice. It is vital if you want to study medicine, dentistry, 
pharmacy, biochemistry, food science or veterinary science.

Whether you prefer working alone or with others, inside 
or out, at home or overseas, there are opportunities in all 
these areas with Chemistry. Think carefully. A Chemistry 
qualification opens the door wide to an exciting, challenging 
and rewarding future.

Studying Chemistry at Xaverian College allows students 
access to a number of interesting and extending 
opportunities including participation in:

 Nuffield Placement Scheme

 RSC Chemistry Olympiad

 Cambridge Chemistry Challenge

 Visits to local university laboratories
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We are actively involved in the CAS initiative 
which strengthens our links with Manchester 
University and MMU Computing department. 
This has led to students going to workshops 
in introducing Java programming, as well 
as guest speakers to talk about careers in 
Computing and Functional programming.

</>

Classical Civilisation

How you will study:
We do not expect any knowledge of the subject, and will 
spend time building up your knowledge. You will develop 
skills in critical analysis, presenting rigorous arguments, 
oral and written, and learn how to discuss a topic with 
clarity, patience and sensitivity to the views of others.  
You will also learn to reference ancient and modern 
secondary scholars in essays, preparing you well for 
further study at university. There is lots of discussion 
in the classroom, and we believe that extra-curricular 
experiences and visits are particularly advantageous 
in opening your eyes to topics we study: we hope you 
will take advantage of our trips to ancient sites and the 
British Museum as well as our links with Manchester 
University; a number of our students this year relished 
the chance to study an ancient language at a summer 
school or spent a week studying Classics related 
subjects at colleges in Oxford.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)

Assessment methods:

2 final exams 
Exam board:

OCR

Course Content 
Summary:
 The World of the Hero: Homer’s  

 Odyssey and Virgil’s Aeneid 40% 

 Greek Theatre 30% 

 Beliefs and Ideas: Love and  
 Relationships 30%

Who studies Classical Civilisation?
As well as being superb preparation for further study in the 
Classics, a study of Classical Civilisation complements many  
other popular A-levels including: Art, Drama and Theatre  
Studies, English Literature, Government and Politics, Law,  
History, Social Sciences, Theology and Philosophy - as well  
as the study of the languages. We are the only college in the  
area that offers both Classical Civilisation and Ancient  
History and both these work exceptionally well together 
focusing on different areas and honing different skills.

High Achievers / Oxbridge 
We are proud that this year we have had a much higher 
proportion of students being accepted for interview and  
gaining offers for places at Oxford and Cambridge in both  
Classics and Law. The critical thinking skills that this  
subject promotes are highly sought after by these institutions. 
Many of our students also take up the EPQ Qualification.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Some people are put off studying Classical Civilisation 
because it doesn’t seem to lead to any obvious form of 
employment at the end of it; they could not be more wrong: 
Classics students are very highly prized indeed by employers 
of all kinds. What employers appreciate is the mental training 
we offer in a whole range of different disciplines,  
which produces graduates of exceptional intellectual 
flexibility. In our world of rapid social and technological 
change, it is the capacity to react to new and  
unforeseen developments with flexibility,  
which employers value most, and it is widely  
recognized that Classics and related subjects  
produce just the kind of people they are looking for.

What is Classical Civilisation?
A study of the classical world focuses primarily on the 
literature, philosophy, and culture of Classical Athens and 
Ancient Rome. Whether it be our political thoughts on 
democracy, beliefs about homosexuality, justifications for war, 
or arguments about assisted suicide, the debates about right 
and wrong, good and bad started over 2000 years ago and 
heavily influence us today. Along the way we will read about 
great battles with heroes, witches, and giants in Homer’s 
Odyssey; watch the greatest piece of drama full of murder, 
prophecy and family secrets in Sophocles’ Oedipus; accompany 
Ovid as he tries to find a girlfriend in Rome; and join the 
greatest philosopher Socrates as he discusses beauty, the 
god of love and the pursuit of wisdom. We also consider the 
classical world’s influences on masculinity, art, architecture, 
storytelling and song and so much more. Eating olives, 
drinking red wine and getting a suntan are optional.

What is Computer Science?
Computer Science is a technical subject suitable for students 
who are interested in learning how computers work, how they 
store and process data and how they communicate. It covers 
topics such as the purpose of the various components, types 
of networks, the binary and hexadecimal number systems,  
the Internet and its uses and Computer Laws.

There is also an emphasis on problem-solving and 
programming. On this course, students learn how to look at a 
problem, break it down into steps and then write a program 
to solve the problem.

Computer Science

How you will study:
Half of all lessons will be of a practical nature. 
You will be introduced to a new programming 
language and the environment. The programming 
language being taught is C# which is widely favoured 
by Universities. Initially you will be shown by your 
teacher how to enter a program, how to run a 
program, as well as the first steps in writing your 
own programs. This will eventually lead to you 
developing solutions to more complex problems. 
In addition you will be given theory lessons focusing 
on the hardware, software, logic and architecture.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 6 from Maths 
plus 5 from Science

Assessment methods:
2 final exams and a 
coursework project

Exam board:

AQA

Course Content 
Summary:
Fundamentals of:

 Programming  Data structures

 Computer Systems  Databases

 Data Representation

 Computer Organisation and Architecture

 Communication and Networking

 Functional Programming

 Software Development and Algorithms

 Theory of Computation

 Consequences of using Computing

 Big Data

What can I do after Xaverian?
Many of our students go on to do Computer Science related 
degrees. These vary from Software Engineering to degrees 
specialising in cyber security, robotics, Artificial Intelligence 
and Games Programming. Computing is considered useful 
by leading Universities for students intending to study a  
wide range of non-computing subjects. Some are more 
obvious such as Engineering, Mathematics and Science but  
it is also useful for subjects such as Psychology, Geology  
and even Medicine.

What makes a good Computer 
Science student?
 You have an interest in the subject, for example,  

 in computing magazines and the technology sections of   
 quality newspapers. You like to keep up to date with the  
 latest developments.

 You have some experience of programming skills  
 outside school.

 You have a willingness to experiment with your  
 programs and investigate additional commands.

 You have patience and the determination to keep trying to  
 complete a program when it doesn’t work first time.

In 2016 there was a joint Computing/ICT Trip 
to Geneva, where students were able to see 
technology in action at the United Nations IT 
Centre and visited CERN the birthplace of the web. 
In March 2017 there was a trip to Berlin where 
students were able to investigate technology at the 
German Technology museum and the Spy Museum.
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How you will study:
All of the Criminology teachers are experienced, well 
qualified and have a track record of excellence. A wide 
variety of teaching methods are used to ensure all our 
students learn effectively. Students will be rigorously 
assessed throughout the course, with debate and 
discussion in class encouraged. Students are helped to 
develop independent learning and revision strategies, 
and additional support out of class is encouraged. 

Course Content 
Summary:
Unit 1 Changing awareness of crime

Unit 2 Criminological theories

Unit 3 Crime scene to courtroom

Unit 4 Crime and punishment

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Level 3 Applied 
Diploma

Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 4 in English
Assessment methods:
50% exams, 50% 

controlled assessment

Exam board:

WJEC

What is Criminology?
Criminology is the study of crime and criminal justice. It considers 
a broad range of topics related to offending and victimisation, 
including their causes, social impact and prevention.

Extra curricular opportunities
Criminology students will be given the opportunity to take part 
in the National Bar Mock Trial competition, and to take part 
in trips to visit the courts in Manchester, London, and even 
New York. In conjunction with our Careers team, there are 
opportunities offered to gain work experience and to explore 
Criminology at university. 

What can I do after Xaverian?
The course is a useful stepping stone to a wide range 
of popular university courses such as Law, Sociology, 
Psychology, Criminology and combined courses such as 
Law with Criminology, Criminology with Psychology and 
Criminology with Sociology. The course will also provide 
students with the understanding and skills relevant to 
employment within the legal profession and the criminal 
justice system, for example the National Probation Service, 
the Courts and Tribunals Service and the National Offender 
Management Service. 

Course Content: 
Unit 1 - Changing awareness of crime - Students will consider 
questions such as: What different types of crime take place in our 
society? What kinds of crime are simply not reported to the police 
and the media? How do we explain people’s reluctance to come 
forward about crimes of which they have been the victim? Why 
do people turn a ‘blind eye’ to ‘mild’ crimes such as counterfeiting 
designer goods? To what extent are we misled by our tastes in TV 
programmes and newspapers about crime? Who decides what 
behaviours should be against the law?

Unit 2 Criminological theories - Students will consider questions 
such as: What is the difference between criminal behaviour and 
deviance? How do we explain why people commit crime? What 
makes someone a serial killer, or abusive to their own families? 
Criminologists have produced theoretical explanations of why 
people commit crime, but which is the most useful? How can these 
theories be applied to real life crimes?

Unit 3 Crime scene to courtroom - Students will consider 
questions such as: What are the roles of personnel involved 
when a crime is detected? What investigative techniques 
are available to investigators to help to identify the culprit? 
Do techniques differ depending on the type of crime being 
investigated? What happens to a suspect once charged by the 
police and the Crown Prosecution Service? What safeguards 
are in place to ensure a suspect has a fair trial? What is the role 
of the jury in a criminal trial? Why do miscarriages of justice 
sometimes occur?

Unit 4 Crime and punishment - Students will consider questions 
such as: Why do most of us tend to obey the law even when to do 
so is against our own interests? What social institutions have we 
developed to ensure that people do obey laws? What happens to 
those who violate our legal system?  
Why do we punish people?  
How do we punish people?  
What organisations do we have in  
our society to control criminality?  
How effective are these organisations  
in dealing with criminality?

Criminology

GUILTY

I started the group  
not knowing anyone but have  

made some great friends.
“ “

Drama & Theatre

How you will study:
You will be working in a practical setting, 
exploring texts, theatrical conventions 
and performance techniques. You will also 
evaluate and respond to a director’s approach 
to production by writing about the rehearsal 
process, technical and design elements, the 
historical context of theatre, and the impact 
of the performers on the audience. With over 
15 productions staged each year your Drama 
teachers are committed to getting the very 
best out of you, and offer practical support with 
rehearsals, written coursework and audition 
preparation for university and Drama school.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)

Assessment methods:

Exams & coursework
Exam board:

Eduqas

Course Content 
Summary:
Theatre Workshop - Practical 
Examination & coursework

Text in Action - Practical Examination 
& coursework

Text in Performance – Written 
Examination

What can I do after Xaverian?
In addition to current and previous Xaverian students 
performing with theatre companies regionally and 
nationally, many students have gone on to study Drama or 
related courses at university and at Drama schools such 
as RADA, East 15 and Central. Some have found success 
as actors or behind the scenes. Others have found it an 
excellent way to develop confidence and to improve their 
skills in communication and organisation for a wide variety 
of degrees and for careers such as running their own 
businesses, teaching, nursing, film directing, advertising etc.

What sort of student do I need  
to be?
Live theatre experience is crucial throughout this course 
so a requirement would be to attend theatre trips arranged 
by the department, but also actively seek out independent 
visits. This is vital in the development of your practical and 
analytical skills. 

What is Drama & Theatre?
This course is for those who would enjoy working hard 
with other people on all aspects of stage performance and 
production. It is for those who love to practise until they 
achieve their very best. The course explores how scripts are 
turned into performance, how plays reflect the culture that 
produces them and how actors, designers and technicians 
prepare and achieve the effects the audience experiences.

Extra Drama

Drama is fun  
and hard work at the same  

time but it’s the best.

“ “

In addition to the Drama syllabus, Xaverian offers numerous 
extra-curricular productions and several theatre visits. 
Recent college productions have included Oscar Wilde’s The 
Importance of Being Earnest, The Real Inspector Hound by 
Tom Stoppard, Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s Dream and 

Titus Andronicus, an adaptation of George Orwell’s Animal 
Farm, D.N.A., The 39 Steps, Frankenstein, The Canterbury 
Tales, Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Two by Jim Cartwright, 
Antigone by Sophocles, John Godber’s Bouncers and Shakers 
and One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Dale Wasserman.
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What can I do after Xaverian?
These subjects are highly valued by universities.  
Some of the many career opportunities include Journalism, 
Teaching, Law, TV, Radio, Social Work, Politics and 
Psychology.

What support can I expect?
In addition to the extensive support offered by the college,  
we also provide web-based resources, extra revision sessions  
and support when you need it.

What is English Combined?
English Language and Literature combines a study of some 
of the greatest writers with an understanding of the ways in 
which language works in everyday contexts. You will study 
everything from Shakespeare to a conversation between your 
friends. At the end of the course you will have a powerful and 
complete understanding of the ways in which words work 
in a whole variety of contexts. In addition to this you will 
get to experiment with your own writing and craft your own 
pieces. It’s a perfect option for those who want to combine the 
discussion of ideas and language with their own creative work.

What skills will I develop?
All forms of communication will develop on this course. 
You will learn to write and manipulate your language for a 
variety of different audiences and purposes. You will learn to 
write analytically in extended argumentative essays. You will 
work in groups and develop your interpersonal skills. Most 
crucially however you will be encouraged to think critically 
about texts and the world around you. Hopefully, too you will 
develop a love of literature and language that you will take 
with you through the rest of your life.

Course Content Summary:
• Voices in Speech and Writing - Examination (40%)

• Varieties in Language and Literature - Examination (40%)

• Investigating and Creating Texts - Coursework (20%)

You will examine the way in which speech works, the 
structure of conversation and the ways we choose words 
based on the context and the purpose. You will study 
a variety of texts structured around a theme such as 
Love and Loss or Society and the Individual. In your 
coursework unit you will choose two texts yourself 
and use these as a basis for your own writing that are 
designed to work for a variety of audiences and purposes.

How you will study:
You will have to read a variety of texts and analyse 
how these texts create meaning. You will discuss 
a great deal with your tutors and your classmates 
in small groups. You may even do things such as 
role plays and presentations. You will need to work 
independently to craft your own writing and read and 
engage with the texts we have studied.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 5 from English Language
Assessment methods:

2 exams and 
coursework

Exam board:

Edexcel

English Courses

English Combined

Economics

What is Economics?
Economics is essentially the study of making choices.  
The basic economic problem is the idea that all resources  
are limited, yet wants are unlimited. Economics is therefore 
the study of how individuals and groups make decisions  
using their limited resources to best satisfy their wants, 
needs and desires.

How does Economics affect you?
 How does the Chancellor of the Exchequer manage  

 the UK economy?

 The consequences of BREXIT and the UK leaving the  
 Single Market.

 What does the Bank of England do?

 Global warming - how can Economists and Politicians  
 reduce it through intervention in the form of taxation  
 and legislation?

How you will study:
Economics at Xaverian has a strong reputation. 
Lessons will be varied and will include plenty of 
discussions, group work, presentations  
and independent study as well as teacher-led class  
lessons. A minimum of 20% of the overall 
assessment marks are targeted at the assessment  
of quantitative skills across the A-level, so a 
proficiency in Mathematics is an essential.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Many students go on to study Economics at University. 
Sometimes along with other subjects such as Philosophy, 
Politics, Finance or Management. Economists are highly 
sought after in the job market because of their decision-
making skills and, on average, earn far more than  
other graduates. Expect to work in Banking, Finance, 
Civil Service, Local Government, Charities, International 
Development, Management and teaching.

Course Content 
Summary:
 Introduction to markets and  

 market failure

 The UK economy – performance  
 & policies

 Business behaviour & the  
 labour market

 A global perspective

I feel strongly  
supported and always 

encouraged to ask questions to 
ensure I know everything.  

I feel as though my teacher is 
able to make me confident  

in my capabilities 
in Economics.

“

“

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 6 from Maths  
5 from English

Assessment methods:

3 final exams
Exam board:

OCR

In the second year, 6 students complete  
the Manchester University Pre-university  
Economics course for 8 weeks on  
Wednesday afternoon.

 We also compete in the Stock Investor  
 Challenge at Manchester University where  
 students get to learn about financial markets  
 and how the stock exchange works.

The department organises trips to 
local universities and libraries, and 
there is a chance to write for the 
college magazine, The Manchester 
Xaverian which has been running 
since the 1930s. 

We also run Visions of the Future, 
a prose writing competition and the 
Wordsmith Awards, an inter-school 
poetry competition.
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What is Film Studies?
A-level Film Studies is the study of everything cinematic. 
From Silent European cinema to contemporary 
Hollywood, the course aims to develop our understanding 
and appreciation of film. We will examine movements and 
trends within the world of film as well as investigating 
reasons why such changes occur. We will uncover how 
cinema is not just a medium for entertainment, but that 
films are political and social platforms, which demand our 
study and reflection in order to help us make sense of our 
changing world.

The course  
has been amazing,  

from the first class to  
the last.

“

“

Film Studies

How you will study:
A-level Film Studies is a comprehensive study 
of film and the history of film, and as such we 
will study a range of diverse and challenging 
texts. After an introduction to the concept of 
studying film we will move on to other areas 
including studies of new wave cinema, World 
cinema, American and British film and silent 
European cinema. This will be assessed through 
a combination of essays and formal examinations. 
There is also the opportunity to undertake 
creative practical work using the media editing 
suite and our digital video resources. This part  
of the course allows you to put into practice  
what you have learned about film production.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)

Assessment methods:
2 final exams  

plus practical coursework

Exam board:

WJEC

Xaverian College runs a weekly film club  
which screens alternative and independent  
world cinema. We also have a great working  
relationship with HOME in Manchester where  
we often go to see films or attend events. 

 In addition we are also keen to encourage   
 short film production outside of the    
 classroom. Student work is encouraged to   
 be submitted to Film Festivals. 

 We organise a trip to London in the first  
 year and another trip to New York City in  
 the second year. 

Course Content 
Summary:
Component 1: Varieties of Film. You 
will study 6 American and British films

Component 2: Global Film making 
Perspectives. You will study a  
mixture of 6 films

Component 3: Creative Production. 
You will write, plan, direct and  
edit a short film. You will also study  
a series of short films

What can I do after Xaverian?
A-level Film Studies offers candidates a range of skills 
in both film theory and production practices. This 
would allow for progression into a range of film and 
media related courses at degree level, either practical 
or theoretical in nature. It would also be a useful 
qualification for anyone interested in a career in film 
journalism and criticism. Additionally, the course gives 
students a range of essential transferable skills, from 
academic writing skills to the ability to analyse and 
interrogate a text for meaning.

Studying A-level film has  
been the most enjoyable and interesting 

experience. I am now going on to do  
Film at university and this is largely down  

to the outstanding film  
department here.

“

“

What is English Literature?
English Literature is the study of plays, novels and poetry. Yet we 
hope that you will share our view that it is so much more than that! 
To study Literature is also to study human nature, relationships, 
ideas, culture, politics, history, science, faith, life, the universe…
and everything in between! Literature can make us laugh, cry, feel 
anger, sympathy, hatred and (of course!) love. It can increase our 
understanding of the world and our place within it, but can also 
unsettle and challenge our views and opinions. Literature can be a 
powerful tool, with the potential to change the lives and opinions of 
readers and inspire them to challenge social problems and injustices. 
Great works of English Literature remain relevant as new  
generations of readers continue to find them inspirational. We hope that 
you too will enjoy the exciting exploration of our rich literary history.

Course Content Summary:
Drama - Students will study the genre of tragedy in two 
drama texts, one of which will be a Shakespeare play.

Prose - Students will study two novels with a shared 
theme. At least one of these will be a pre-1900 text.

Poetry - Students will be asked to respond to a selection 
of 21st Century poetry taken from the “Poems of the 
Decade” anthology. In the second year of the course, 
they will also study a range of poetry from a specific 
literary period or poet.

Coursework - Students will study two texts and produce 
an extended comparative essay of 2500-3000 words.

English Literature involves the study of a wide range of texts 
from a variety of historical and cultural traditions. You will 
read extracts from the texts in class but there is also a strong 
emphasis on independent reading – particularly with regard to 
the novels on the course. Your experience of English Literature 
will involve a range of activities. You will discuss the texts as a 
class and in groups – one of the great joys of studying English 

Literature is to hear and respond to the views of others. We 
want you to engage with the opinions of other readers and be 
confident that you are a literary critic in your own right! You 
will also learn how to write clear, concise and focused essays, 
which convey your opinions with flair and accuracy. We seek to 
prepare you for university study, and ensure that you leave our 
course having produced the best essays you have ever written!

How you will study:

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from  
English Language and Literature

Assessment methods:
3 final exams and 

coursework

Exam board:

Edexcel

English Literature

What skills will I develop?
The essential skills of creativity and critical approaches are 
nurtured in preparation for university, whilst important skills 
such as essay writing, research methods and discussion are 
taught. The analytical approaches to texts that you learn will 
be valuable skills that will help you with any subject. Essential 
skills such as reading for meaning and writing accurately will 
be developed, whilst the detailed knowledge of English and its 
grammatical components could even make it easier to learn 
another language!

Course Content Summary:
1. Language Variation (Examination) - From how we use  
language to construct our personal and social identities to  
how English has changed from the beginnings of Early Modern 
English to the present day.
2. Child Language (Examination) - Child language acquisition  
and the fascinating theories that try to understand why  
children are better at learning language than adults.
3. Investigating Language (Examination) - Choice of 5  
research topics. Global English; Language and Gender  
Identity; Language and Journalism; Language and Power; 
Regional Language Variation.
4. Crafting Language (Coursework) - You will learn how to 
produce and present your own texts like the professionals.  
The only limit is your own imagination.

What is English Language?
English Language is an introduction to Linguistics, which is 
the scientific study of language, and so it is very different from 
GCSE! Our journey starts with your own experience of language 
in the world around you. Through your creativity, English 
Language will develop your understanding of how and why 
individuals and groups use language. This includes how English 
has changed since it first came to our shores, and how you first 
acquired language skills as a baby.

How you will study:
English language involves the study of short texts from 
everyday life, so you never have to study a novel or a 
collection of poetry. The primary resource is you; how you 
use language, how you view the language use of others. 
Your own viewpoints are encouraged by discussion, by 
your own research projects and by supportive group work.

English Language

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 5 from English Language
Assessment methods:
3 final exams and 

coursework

Exam board:

Edexcel
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Great teaching,  
gives help when needed whilst  

allowing independent learning. Helps a lot  
with finding necessary research.

“ “

Fine Art

What is Fine Art?
Art should be viewed both as a form of communication  
and a means of expressing your ideas and feelings.  
We aim to provide you with opportunities to develop 
personal expression as we encourage observation 
and analysis, imagination, experimentation, sensitivity, 
conceptual thinking and practical skills.

How you will study:
You will work through wide ranging processes and 
activities, materials and techniques including: drawing, 
pastels, iPads, charcoal, inks, collage, watercolour, 
acrylic, oil paints, mixed media, digital photography 
and 3D materials. Your learning experiences will 
include: whole class and small group demonstrations; 
individual discussions and personal exploration; 
sketchbook and larger scale developmental work; 
study trips and working with artists.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Most art and design degree courses require students to do 
an Art Foundation. Art degrees are wide and varied: Fine Art, 
Graphics, 3D Design, Illustration, Textiles, Fashion, Sports 
Wear Design, Animation, Product Design, Photography/film, 
Jewellery Design, Costume and Set Design.

Course Content 
Summary:
Portfolio Component: You will work 
and develop ideas using a range of 
processes, skills and techniques 
producing a portfolio of coursework. 
Over the year you will work on 3 short 
projects leading into a sustained project. 

Personal Investigation: You will develop 
a practical project which will be 
supported by a written element of 1000- 
3000 words.

Externally Set Assignment: You will 
have approximately ten weeks to 
produce prep work. At the end of this 
lead in time you will produce final work 
in 15 hrs of unaided, supervised time.

Fabulous teacher,  
great fun and very inspirational.  

My teacher wants me to achieve a  
top grade in the subject and I  

thoroughly enjoy it.

“

“

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from Art.  
Merit or above if BTEC* 

Assessment methods:
1 exam project 

1 coursework project

Exam board:

AQA

External Links
We have excellent links to the Whitworth Art Gallery and 
Manchester Art Gallery and their post 16 programmes. At the 
Whitworth, students have recently taken part in workshops 
with professional artists on resin casting, street art and 
3D mixed media. Every year we have a committed group of 
students who are part of Manchester Art Gallery’s
“Creative Consultants.” 

We believe that study trips are vital in observing artworks 
and as well as regular visits to Manchester galleries, students 
have enhanced their understanding with trips to New York, 
Barcelona, Berlin, Paris, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, Cornwall  
and The Liverpool Tate.

What is Geography?
Geography will arm students with a mixture of skills that 
they can take forward to university regardless of their 
subject choice. Research, group work, teamwork, literacy 
and presentation skills are all developed within the subject 
as well as cultivating a more rounded world view on global 
events, such as the events of the middle east and Syria, 
broadening their understanding and appreciation of why 
these events have occurred.

Our department has for some years stressed the 
importance of high expectations and coupled this with 
outstanding teaching with a lively, enthusiastic team of 
highly qualified staff. Year after year the subject scores 
highly in student reviews and many of our students go on 
to some of the best universities the country has to offer 
including Oxford, Bristol and Durham.

Geography

Our provision of fieldwork has for some years been the 
highlight of the academic year for students as we travel 
both within the UK and abroad. Beyond the residential 
trips to Spain and the Lake District there are many other 
events and areas in which students can get involved aiding 
their UCAS statements and improving their knowledge. 
Including Model UN debate, Local lectures and internal 
lectures given by leading Geographers. Last year’s 

students met with Dr. Iain Stewart  
and listened to him discuss tectonic events.

We now spend 5 days in Northern Spain where we 
consider the impacts of rising Catalan identity, water 
security and regeneration in a city of nearly 8 million 
people. Students stay in the beautiful coastal resort  
of Sitges.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:
Grade 5 from English and Maths (4s will 
be considered) 5 from Geography if taken

Assessment methods:
3 exams and 

independent investigation

Exam board:

Edexcel

Course Content 
Summary:
Unit 1 Physical Geography - Examination 30%

• Tectonic processes • The Water Cycle 
 and hazards  and water insecurity
• Glaciated landscapes • The carbon cycle  
 and change  and energy security

Unit 2 Human Geography - Examination 30%

• Globalisation • Regenerating places
• Superpowers • Migration, Identity  
   and Sovereignty

Unit 3 - Synoptic Exam 20%

• Based on a geographical issue using  
 unseen resources 

Unit 4 - Internally assessed coursework 20%
• Students complete an independent investigation 

What Xaverian does for you:
Over the past 10 years Earth Science degrees by Xaverian 
students has risen dramatically and presently we have 
ex-students studying deserts in California and Nevada, on 
glaciers in Svalbard and volcanoes in the Caribbean. Xaverian 
has equipped students with the confidence and freedom of 
spirit to take on new challenges with ease and improve their 
life chances not only in Geography but within their chosen fields.

Xaverian is dedicated to ensuring you not only gain a highly 
reputable A-level, but leave with the relevant life and work 
based skills. We do not believe in a pens down experience 
but actively promote learning in different environments.  
We offer you the opportunity to complete key activities such 
as the UN model debate, express your views through regular 
class discussions and research based tests to make sure you 
are prepared for University.

The department has a vastly experienced team who are both 
senior examiners, one of which is a Chartered Geographer. 
Both members of the team have experience of not only 
examining but also writing extensively for the exam board.

Fieldwork

*6 required in art when taking two or more art based subjects
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What is Graphic Communication?
Our course mimics the professional working practices of 
both graphic designers and illustrators. You will respond 
to set briefs by combining image and text to effectively and 
aesthetically advertise something such as a product or 
event, illustrate a text or visually communicate an idea or 
issue. You will draw a lot, however this may be manually 
by hand or using digital software depending on your ability, 
preference and most importantly the appropriate method 
that suits the brief. There are opportunities to work in 3D 
and with moving image and at all times you are encouraged 
to be an experimental artist/designer and produce outcomes 
to briefs that are intelligent, playful and above all original.

How you will study:
The Graphics course at Xaverian gives you the 
opportunity to develop a highly creative, personal style 
whilst understanding and acknowledging the needs of 
professional clients. 

You will learn about the design process from 
thumbnailing and developing ideas to finalising 
outcomes. You will experiment with traditional 
manual techniques such as drawing/illustration, 
typography, collage, printmaking, photography and 3D 
construction. Often you will then enhance or translate 
your designs digitally using Adobe Photoshop and/
or Illustrator to achieve a more professional, finished 
look. Previous experience working with this computer 
software is useful but not essential. 

Your learning experiences will include: whole 
class and small group demonstrations; individual 
discussions and personal exploration; sketchbook/
design sheets and larger scale developmental work; 
study trips and working with artists.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Many art and design degree courses require students to do 
an Art Foundation course. Other students have progressed 
directly on to vocational design courses. Possible careers 
include advertising, graphic design, web design, animation, 
product design, 3D computer modelling, and illustration.

Course Content 
Summary:
Portfolio Unit: You work and develop 
ideas using a range of processes,  
skills and techniques producing a 
portfolio of coursework exemplifying 
work carried out. 

Personal Investigation: You will  
develop a practical project which will  
be supported by a written element of  
1000- 3000 words.

Externally Set Assignment: You will have 
approximately ten weeks to produce 
prep work. At the end of this lead in time 
you will produce final work in 15 hrs of 
unaided, supervised time.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:
 Grade 5 from Art or Graphics.  

Merit or above if BTEC* 

Assessment methods:
1 exam project 

1 coursework project

Exam board:

AQA

Student success
Dylan Serventi (work pictured left) studied Graphics and 
Art A-levels at Xaverian before moving on to the prestigious 
Art Foundation course at Manchester Metropolitan 
University. Throughout the 2 years he spent with us Dylan 
developed a truly unique approach and produced a variety 
of highly conceptual films and video games often tackling 
complex societal issues such as consumerism. A fiercely 
independent artist, Dylan’s fusion of philosophy and motion 
graphics resulted in him achieving an A* overall. 

Zahra Nawaz (work pictured right) studied Graphics 
alongside Art at Xaverian. It was evident from the beginning 
that Zahra was a very gifted artist and designer and over 
the 3 years she spent with us she continued to hone her 
craft and create more and more beautiful illustrations. 
Her digital portraits were particularly exquisite and her 
subject matter often focused on issues of identity and 
discrimination. She achieved a very well deserved  
A* overall.

*6 required in art when taking two or more art based subjects

Graphic Communication

Enrichment activities have included: 
Workshops at Media City creating 
animations for BBC 2’s ‘Stargazing 
Live’ with Professor Brian Cox, design 
competitions, trips to museums and 
galleries, department visits to Berlin, 
Paris, Barcelona & St.Ives, Cornwall.

How you will study:
All the Health & Social Care teachers at the 
college are experienced, well qualified and have 
a track record of excellent results. They use a 
wide range of teaching methods to ensure that all 
students learn effectively. 

These methods include presentations, group and 
individual work, independent learning, research 
assignments, internet, video case studies and 
activities in work experience.

Course Content 
Summary:
Health and Social Care is available  
in three forms: 

Extended Certificate (1 Block)

Diploma (2 blocks)

Extended Diploma (3 blocks)

Example units below.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:
Cambridge 
Technical

Course specific entry requirements:
Grade 4 from English Language 

and Science recommended

Assessment methods:
Coursework 

assignments & exams

Exam board:

OCR

Course Content: 
Example units

 Unit 1 Building positive relationships in  
 health and social care - Coursework module

 Unit 2 Equality, diversity and rights in  
 health and social care - Exam Module

 Unit 3 Health, safety and security in  
 health and social care - Exam module

 Unit 4 Anatomy and physiology for  
 health and social care - Exam module

 Unit 5 Infection control - Coursework module

 Unit 24 Public health - Coursework module

How will you be supported?
The excellent results in Health & Social Care are achieved by 
extensive support for the learning of each individual student. 
This includes reviews and target setting, one to one support 
sessions, revision classes and an individual programme of 
study. Health & Social Care uses a range of online support 
including group emails and OneNotes which can be accessed 
from outside the college. The support we provide will enable 
you to achieve your personal best in Health & Social Care.

What can I do after Xaverian?
The course will help you to prepare for a range of jobs 
in the public, private or voluntary sectors, e.g. hospitals, 
residential homes, health promotion, social policy, 
administration, research, support agencies, housing and 
the uniformed services. 

The majority of our students progress to university to do 
degrees in nursing, midwifery, teaching and social work or 
allied professions. Some go onto unrelated degrees such as 
Performing Arts whereas some students go oversees to do 
voluntary work.

Do I get work experience?
All students will be given the opportunity to carry out work 
experience placements within a variety of health and social 
care settings throughout their course.

Students are encouraged to seek out their own work 
experience that will suit their needs however the college 
employ a work experience co-ordinator who  
will offer assistance and  
support with finding work  
experience placements.

Students will be given  
a series of tasks to achieve  
whilst on placement.

Health & Social Care44 45



What is History?
History is the study of ideas, individuals and concepts 
over time. It allows you to explore themes and problems 
that affected people and countries of the past in order to 
make more sense of the present. A-level History requires 
you to think critically and to explore further possible 
interpretations of the past whilst developing your own 
arguments and conclusions about them.

How you will study:
History at A-level requires you to read and write 
extensively. Classwork will include evaluating 
sources and texts, writing structured notes, 
using audio-visual materials as well as debating 
and practising exam skills. You will work both 
independently to conduct background reading and 
research as well as in groups to complete tasks.

What can I do after Xaverian?
A-level History is a traditional, academic qualification that is 
highly respected by universities and employers alike. Which 
means that it is both required and highly valued by many top 
universities when applying for related subjects and courses. 
Many of our high-achieving students go on to study History 
at university as well as History with another subject such 
as English, Politics, Art or a modern language. Courses in 
subjects such as Journalism, Media, Law, Economics and 
Teaching are also popular choices after the study of  
A-level History.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 5 from English (4 will be 
considered) Grade 5 from History if taken

Assessment methods:
2 final exams, 
1 coursework

Exam board:

AQA

The History department undertakes a number of trips 
and enrichment activities to enthuse and deepen your 
understanding of the course. We usually offer one foreign 
trip every year, in the past this has been to Washington  
and New York, Berlin and to the battlefields of Belgium,  
and one UK trip. In addition, we offer students opportunities 
to go to local museums and places of interest as well as 
inviting outside speakers from local universities to talk to 
our students. 

We provide and direct students  
to a variety of academic resources  
to encourage greater independent  
learning. This is in order to  
deepen and widen your  
historical knowledge  
and engagement.

History

Lessons are brilliant  
and engaging.“ “

Course Content 
Summary:
The Tudors: England 1485-1603 the 
policies and power of Tudor monarchs, 
King Henry VII, King Henry VIII, King 
Edward VI, Queen Mary I and Queen 
Elizabeth I are assessed in this component.

The American Dream: Illusion and 
Reality 1945-1980 A depth study of the 
challenges faced by the USA at home and 
abroad as it emerged from the Second 
World War as a superpower.

Coursework: Russia and its Rulers 1855-
1953. You will be introduced to Russian 
History through exploring significant 
events, personalities and themes. You 
will then undertake an independent study 
of your chosen topic/title.

How you will study:
The Introductory Diploma, Diploma and Extended Diploma 
are practical courses. You will learn by completing different 
tasks and pieces of coursework - plus exams, which are 
based on realistic workplace situations and activities.  
You will focus on specific topics in turn and develop a range 
of specialist skills and knowledge in those areas.

You will work with a number of teachers in parallel, meaning 
you will be working on one, two or three assignments at 
any one time. The course can be taken alongside other 
qualifications such as A-levels, but will take up one, two or 
three of the blocks you have available.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:
Cambridge 
Technical 

Course specific entry requirements:
Grade 4 from English Language

recommended

Assessment methods:
Coursework
and exams

Exam board:

OCR

Course Content: What can you do at Xaverian?
If you are successful on the first year of this course you will 
be able to complete the Introductory Diploma, Diploma and 
Extended Diploma in the second year at Xaverian. Additional 
units you may take will be:

 IT Project Management

 Big Data and Business Analytics

 Computer Games Development

 IT Service Delivery

 The Internet of Things

 Large Scale Data Systems

Information Technology

What is IT?
IT deals with the use of computers and computer software to 
input, process, store and communicate information. In a broader 
context, IT is any technology that is used to communicate 
information, which can include images, text, sound or video. It has 
been around for a long time - inventions like the telephone and 
television count as IT.

But it has really come to the fore in recent years with the rapidly 
expanding use of technology, mobile phones, and of course, the 
internet. This has led to a lot of new possibilities for people and 
organisations, not only in day to day communication, but also in 
services and spreading their message to the outside world.

What can I do after Xaverian?
There are a wide range of career paths for students to 
take. One option is to study IT at university - there is a wide 
variety of different types of university courses such as Web 
Development, Database Administration, E-commerce and 
Business Information Technology (which is combined with 
Business). Another option is to take an apprenticeship which 
combines work with a formal education. Job opportunities 
include software developer, database administrator,  
and web developer.

Each year second year students are offered an education 
trip to go on. In February 2016, IT and Computing went on a 
trip to Geneva where students investigated  
the use of IT in various ways,  
for example in booking  
systems and customer  
databases. The group  
visited CERN and the  
United Nations as well as a  
chocolate making factory.

Mandatory Units may include:

 Fundamentals of IT - Exam

 Global Information - Exam

 Cyber Security -   
 Coursework

 Programming 
 - Coursework

 Data Modelling 
 - Coursework

 Website Development 
 - Coursework

Course Content 
Summary:
Information Technology is available in 
three forms:

The Introductory Diploma 
(equivalent to one A-level)

Diploma (equivalent to two A-levels)

Extended Diploma 
(equivalent to three A-levels)

Each course will cover a range of units 
over a 2 year period. There will be 
mandatory units and a range of units 
that are optional - chosen to suit student 
needs. Assessment will be done by either 
examination or coursework.

Example mandatory units below.

Teacher goes above  
and beyond to ensure  

we all achieve.

“ “

Well taught,  
interesting 

lessons.

“ “ NE
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Maths

What is Maths?
Mathematics is the lifeblood of civilisation. It is how we 
evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of ideas to help 
make better decisions. It is how we measure and analyse 
the world around us and also how we can speculate and 
predict things beyond our present knowledge. It provides 
you with the analytical and problem solving skills to tackle 
a whole host of challenges in a number of interesting fields. 
The work on mechanics supports the study of Physics and 
Engineering, while the Statistical units give an insight into 
research methods in the Biological and Social Sciences.

Course Content 
Summary:
Pure Mathematics Paper 1 & 2 Assess 
the pure content including Algebra, 
Co-ordinate Geometry, Trigonometry, 
Functions, Vectors, Calculus and 
Numerical methods. 

Mechanics & Statistics Paper 
3 Assesses the applied content 
including Statistical representations,  
calculations and distributions 
alongside some work on Probability 
and Hypothesis testing, plus Forces 
and Kinematics. 

How you will study:
Lessons involve phases of teacher led introduction 
to new ideas, practise and more reflective 
independent work. We have regular low stakes 
assessment to provide feedback to students; so 
they can see what they have learnt and whether 
they need further study or support in other 
areas. There is time in lessons to review these 
assessments or to engage in extension work. 
Regular homeworks are set to help prepare for 
assessments and we use a range of technology 
to support independent study. There are also 
3 graded assessments during the year, to help 
students get a feel for what progress  
they have made in learning  
the content up to that point and to 
prepare them for the final exams.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 7 from Maths
Assessment methods:

3 final 2 hour exams
Exam board:

Edexcel

What is Law?
Studying Law gives students an understanding of the role 
of Law in today’s society and raises their awareness of 
the rights and responsibilities of individuals. By learning 
about legal rules and how and why they apply to real life, 
students also develop their analytical ability, decision 
making, critical thinking and problem-solving skills. All 
these skills are highly sought after by higher education 
providers and employers. You will use many case studies 
and theories with content that is fresh, relevant and 
engaging. If you wish to study Law at degree level this 
course is a useful introduction.

Law

How you will study:
We assume that you know nothing about Law when 
you start. We will start from scratch. All we ask of 
you is an open mind and a willingness to work. All 
the Law teachers at the College are experienced, 
well qualified and have a track record of excellence. 
We use a variety of teaching methods to ensure all 
our students learn effectively.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)

Assessment methods:

3 final exams
Exam board:

OCR

Xaverian Law students are given the  
opportunity to take part in the National  
Bar Mock Trial competition where we  
compete against other schools and Colleges.

Course Content 
Summary:
4 outstanding teachers, outstanding 
exam results, outstanding resources 
and outstanding opportunities. 

OCR Law

Unit 01: The Legal System and 
Criminal Law. Examination – 2 hours 

Unit 02: Law Making and the Law  
of Tort. Examination – 2 hours 

Unit 03: The Nature of Law and 
Contract Law. Examination – 2 hours 

What can I do after Xaverian?
Many of our Law students go on to study Law or other 
prestigious degrees at university, including many at Russell 
Group universities. Our 2019 leavers received offers to study  
Law at Oxford University and Russell Group universities  
such as Durham, York, Lancaster, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Leeds, Sheffield, Lancaster, Warwick and Nottingham.  
Recent leavers are studying subjects as diverse as Biochemistry 
(St Andrews), Spanish (Newcastle), and Psychology (Bristol).

Some students later pursue a career in Law as a Solicitor or 
Barrister, whilst others go on to careers in other areas such 
as accountancy, banking and the police. Law is a recognised 
and well established A-level and will be a valuable asset to 
you. Here are just a few of the many examples:-

Alex Orndal came to Xaverian from Burnage High School. He 
achieved an A in Law, then took a Law and Politics Degree 
at Manchester University and is now a barrister working in 
Liverpool and Manchester.

Gemma McDonald came to Xaverian from Newall Green High 
School. She went to Manchester Metropolitan University where 
she achieved a First Class Honours Law degree – she was the 
first in her family to attend university. She currently works for 
Blackstone Solicitors in Manchester.

In 2016 Brittany Flanagan came to Xaverian from St Matthew’s 
RC High School and in 2018 secured a much sought after Legal 
Apprenticeship with Horwich Farrelly Solicitors in Manchester.

Subject support
Law will be a new subject for nearly all of our students 
and as a result we realise you may experience difficulties 
in coming to grips with it. For this reason the Department 
offers additional subject support in the form of lunch time 
“drop in” sessions. 

Each year the Department also offers trips to  
New York, London and to the courts in 
Manchester. In conjunction with our Careers team, 
there are opportunities offered to gain work 
experience and to explore Law at university.

There are trips to guest lectures and events and we also 
have a number of links and events with the University of 
Manchester and the Advanced Maths Support Programme. 
The area coordinator for Manchester is based at  
Xaverian College.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Mathematicians take up jobs in computing as 
programmers, systems analysts, software engineers 
and consultants. Mathematicians become statisticians in 
government departments, market research, commerce 
and insurance companies. There are openings as teachers 
at all levels, and as researchers in Mathematics, Science 
and Technology. 

There are opportunities in operations research, in 
cartography, architecture, astronomy, shipping and 
airlines. Mathematicians work as economists, in legal 
firms, in publishing, in advertising, in health care and in 
the armed services.

The teacher always listens  
to students’ questions and gives  

good, full answers.

“ “

Lots of resources  
on the College network, and lots  

of extra tutoring.

“ “
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What is Media Studies?
A-level Media Studies is a general media course that 
includes the study of a wide range of different media 
including television programmes, films, advertising and 
marketing, newspapers and magazines, video games, 
radio programmes, music videos and online media 
including social media. It is a good combination of 
academic study and practical, creative coursework. 

A-level Media is based on the understanding of media 
concepts which include:

 Media language, including codes, narrative and genre 

 Audience   Industry

 Representation and ideology 

It also includes the study of the media contexts, the social, 
political, cultural and historical contexts that shape the 
media and the way audiences consume it.

Media Studies

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)

Assessment methods:
2 exams and 
coursework

Exam board:

WJEC

The Media department takes advantage of our city location 
by organising lots of visits, talks and events. In the last 
year this has included trips to New York, London and 
HOME cinema in Manchester. Every year we also host talks 
by people working in the media industry and from local 
University departments. This year we have offered talks 
from people working at the BBC, ITV and freelancers,  
plus opportunities for work experience.  
Our students also enjoy success with  
their practical production work in  
local and national competitions,  
including the BFI Film Academy.

Course Content 
Summary:
Meanings and Representations in the Media:  
You will analyse how media products are 
constructed and study different representations, 
such as how age, gender, ethnicity, sexuality and 
political issues are represented in the media.
Media Forms and Products in Depth:  
You will study particular media industries and 
products in depth and what they show about how 
the media industry is changing , including global 
TV drama, online media and mainstream and 
alternative magazines.
Coursework - Cross-Media Production:  
You will produce an individual cross media 
production from a brief set by the exam board  
and produce two products 

 Print (e.g. film posters, magazine pages)
 Audio visual (e.g. sequence from a TV  

 programme or music video)

What can I do after Xaverian?
Media Studies A-level leads to a wide range of different 
degrees and career paths. You can continue to study media 
studies in general or specialise in one area such as games, 
marketing or film. This can include academic courses such 
as Media or Film Studies or more practical courses such as 
Broadcast Journalism, Graphic Design or Media Production. 
Although routes to media careers are very competitive, 
there are an increasing number of apprenticeships, often in 
marketing or social media.

My teacher has helped me on things I have  
never done before. Fills me with positive energy 

on what I can do.

“ “

How you will study:
You will critically analyse a range of media products, 
developing your own analysis skills and your own ideas 
and opinions. You will also study up to date issues and 
trends in media industries and how society shapes the 
media. This will include both mainstream and alternative 
media, media produced in different countries, some 
historical products and future developments. We have a 
range of up to date cameras and editing facilities so you 
can develop your production skills and try out your own 
creative ideas. In class you will have your own individual 
camera, tripod and computer to edit. You can also use 
these outside class to complete your coursework.

I really like the lessons and  
get a lot of support and feedback 

from my teacher.

“ “

How you will study:
Further Mathematics is taught as a separate subject 
from single Mathematics to allow students to move 
at an appropriate pace and to receive the necessary 
teaching for each unit. How you study Further Maths 
will be complementary to your A-level Maths study.  
There will be regular low stakes assessments with  
3 graded assessments during the year.

Why Study Further Maths?
It is a challenging and rewarding course; you get to delve 
into new and more sophisticated areas of Maths, broaden 
your knowledge of all of the applied areas (statistics, 
mechanics and decision), and extend and develop your 
understanding beyond the standard A-level in Maths.

Students find that studying Further Maths helps them 
understand and consolidate the maths they are doing in  
A-level Maths and as a result get a boost in their marks. 
If you wish to study a mathematically rich subject (Maths, 
Physics, Engineering) at a top university, then having  
A-level Further Maths makes you a more desirable 
candidate and makes the transition from college study  
to university study easier.

Course duration:
1 year/ 
2 years

Course type:
AS level/ 

Linear A-level

Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 8 from Maths
Assessment methods:

AS two 1h 40m exams/
 A-level four 1h 30m exams

Exam board:

Edexcel

Further Maths Course Content 
Summary:
The course is split into 50% core topics and  
50% applied. 

Pure topics include: Complex numbers, 
Matrices, hyperbolic functions, advanced 
algebra, trigonometry and calculus.

Mechanics includes: Collisions, circular motion, 
work, energy and power. 

Statistics includes: Discrete random variables,  
poisson distribution, continuous random 
variables, exponential distribution.

Discrete includes: Graphs, networks, linear  
programming, critical path analysis, game 
theory, group theory. 

There are trips to guest lectures and events and we  
also have a number of links and events with the  
University of Manchester and the Advanced Maths Support 
Programme. The area coordinator for Manchester is based  
at Xaverian College.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Mathematicians take up jobs in computing as 
programmers, systems analysts, software engineers 
and consultants. Mathematicians become statisticians in 
government departments, market research, commerce 
and insurance companies. There are openings as teachers 
at all levels, and as researchers in Mathematics, Science 
and Technology. 

There are opportunities in operations research, in 
cartography, architecture, astronomy, shipping and 
airlines. Mathematicians work as economists, in legal 
firms, in publishing, in advertising, in health care and in 
the armed services.

One of the  
hardest but most interesting  

things I’ve done.

“ “

Further Maths has  
been my favourite subject this year it  

was enjoyable as the teacher made the 
content easy to understand.

“ “
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Music

Why study Music?
Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and 
expression in a way that no other subject can. The A-level 
in Music is designed to be relevant and contemporary. 
The course offers a qualification that offers students 
the chance to study a wide range of musical genres. It 
brings listening, performance and composition to life in 
new and engaging ways, and links to the world around 
us like never before. Every student has different learning 
styles and musical tastes, which is why the course values 
all music styles, skills and instruments. Studying Music 
A-level is a chance to broaden your minds and foster a 
love of all music with a qualification that a mixture of all 
abilities and backgrounds will enjoy.

How you will study:
The MFL Department at Xaverian offers A-level 
courses in French, German or Spanish. 
There are currently 135 students following the 
taught programmes but we also aim to give 
Xaverian students the opportunity to try new 
languages or hone their own language skills. 
Students applying for A-level courses are 
encouraged to have a grade 6 at GCSE.

Our native speaker programme meant AS & A2 
levels were sat in many languages in the 2019 
session, including Farsi, Portuguese, Turkish Polish 
and Dutch. The results were outstanding with 100% 
achievement rates in all subjects.

Course Content 
Summary:
Speaking: A research project and presentation.  
5-6 minutes theme-based discussion.

Listening: Questions which may include true/ 
false statements, multiple choice, questions  
and answers and comprehension questions  
in French, German or Spanish.

Reading: Questions based on texts in French, 
German or Spanish

Translation: An unseen passage or passages  
from French, German or Spanish into English 
plus an unseen passage or passages from 
English into French, German or Spanish.

Critical response in writing (closed-book): 
Candidates write an essay of approximately  
300 words on each of the two works, one  
book, one film, they have studied. 

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 6 from English 
Grade 5 from chosen Foreign Language

Assessment methods:
Exams and externally 

moderated assessments

Exam board:

Eduqas

Modern Foreign Language

What are Modern Foreign 
Languages? 
Studying Modern Foreign Languages at A-level will mean 
that you will be able to talk confidently to native speakers 
on a wide range of subjects. You will be able to follow 
programmes on television and have a good understanding  
of what is written in magazines, newspapers and books.

However, it is not just about language skills; you also find out 
about how the people live, in what ways other cultures are 
similar to the UK, but also very different. In your lessons, 
you will also learn about, and reflect upon, important global 
issues such as women’s rights and immigration.

Additional Study Opportunities
As well as your language classes, in the MFL department we 
would really love you to get involved in a variety of opportunites 
which, not only help your learning of languages, but also give  
you opportunities to get out and about. For instance, this year  
the German class took the train to London to see “Der Besuch 
der alten Dame” (the play studied in A-level German),  
the Spanish class watched “La Casa de Bernarda Alba” in 
Birmingham and the French class went along to the HOME 
cinema in Manchester to a French film study day. 

Many students also like to go further afield and travel abroad, 
this is often the part that makes language learning come alive.  
We would really love to make that real for you too and encourage 
you to go on trips such as the ones we have held previously.  
For instance, last October, the Spanish class travelled to 
Barcelona, having been in Madrid the year before whilst the 
German class went to Frankfurt, taking in visits to places,  
such as the European Bank and the music musem. This year, 
we also offered a combined French and Theology trip to France, 
looking at the historical elements of occupied France; a topic  
that coincides with the history module on the A-level course. 

Finally, I would like to draw the attention of G & T students  
to academic activities which you may also wish to pursue.  
For instance, we work with Oxford University to enter  
students for the MFL translation and poetry workshops  
and competitions, giving you a chance to get a step ahead.

ARRIVAL

17  OCT 2018

MADR ID
ABCD

0123

Being able to  
write, read, think, and speak in a  

different language is something that  
is a feeling like no other. I would hugely 
recommend Spanish as it enhances your  
career options a lot, making you stand  

out from the rest. Spanish was my  
favourite lesson by far. 

“

“

• French  • German  • Spanish Appraising Music
 Section A: Listening
 Section B: Analysis
 Section C: Contextual Understanding

Music performance
Solo and/or ensemble performance as an instrumentalist 
and/or vocalist. 

Students must perform for a minimum of 6 minutes and a 
maximum of 8 minutes in total in first year of study.

Students must perform for a minimum of 10 minutes and a 
maximum of 12 minutes in total in second year of study.

Composition
 Composition 1: Composition to a brief
 Composition 2: Free composition
 The combined duration of the compositions must be  

 a minimum of four and half minutes, and a maximum  
 of six minutes.

Appraising Music:  
Area of Study 1 for A-level Music

Strand A: Baroque solo concerto

Strand B: The operas of Mozart

Strand C: The piano music of Chopin, Brahms and Grieg

Appraising Music:  
Areas of Study 2 - 7 for A-level Music

Pop music, Music for media, Music for theatre, Jazz, 
Contemporary traditional music, Art music since 1910.

Course Content 
Summary:
Appraising Music:  
40% of A-level Music

Music performance:  
35% of A-level Music

Composition:  
25% of A-level Music

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 4 from GCSE Music. Ability 
to play and read music at Grade 5

Assessment methods:
Exams and 
coursework

Exam board:

AQA

97%
of students agree they are 

given feedback (oral/written 
as appropriate) that helps 

them to improve

100%
of students feel their 

lessons are well taught

100%
of students are satisfied 

overall with the quality of 
the course
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Why study BTEC in Music 
Technology?
The BTEC in Music Technology is an exciting, 
industry specific course that is highly regarded by 
universities, conservatoires and apprenticeship 
providers such as the BBC; focusing on the skills 
needed for progression into a professional career 
in music. The BTEC especially supports those 
studying A-level Music. This course is equivalent 
to one A-level.

Course Content 
Summary:
 Music and Sound for Media 

 DAW Production

 Creative Synthesis and Sampling

 Remixing and Reworking

 Mixing and Mastering Techniques

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

BTEC Advanced
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 4 from GCSE Music. Ability to 
play and read music at Grade 4

Assessment methods:
Internal assessment and one 

externally assessed timed 
production project (15 hrs)

Exam board:

Pearson

Music and Sound for Media 

Learners will explore the production of the music, sound 
and effects that are used for media products such as 
games, films and apps. In this unit, you will explore a range 
of music and sound creation scenarios that might exist in a 
typical portfolio for someone working in the music industry.  
You will create and produce music for games, films and 
apps, as well as create original sounds, noises and effects  
to support interactivity and action.

DAW Production 

Learners will develop an understanding of how a digital 
audio workstation (DAW) can be used creatively to produce 
music, manipulate audio and mix music. In this unit, you will 
explore how the features of a DAW can be used to create 
and develop your own music. You will understand some of 
the background principals of how a DAW works, along with 
the associated specialist and technical terms.

Music Technology BTEC

Creative Synthesis and Sampling 

Learners will explore the creative functions of synthesisers 
and samplers in making music and sound design. In this 
unit, you will learn how to use synthesisers and samplers 
along with the language used to describe sound. From 
physical experiments on strings and pipes, through to 
analogue and digital electronics, you will look at how sound 
can be created, changed, bent and manufactured into 
anything a creative musician could hope for.

Remixing and Reworking 

Learners explore and carry out the skills required to create 
effective remixes and reworks of existing musical material. 
In this unit, you will experiment with unique, creative digital 
audio workstation (DAW) - based techniques associated 
with remixing. The skills learned will enable you to 
manipulate music in highly technical and innovative ways, 
and you will create a portfolio of contrasting remixes and 
reworks using a wide range of creative audio and musical 
instrument digital interface (MIDI) sequencing techniques.

Mixing and Mastering Techniques

This unit aims to give learners the skills to mix and master 
a digital audio workstation (DAW) project to a professional 
standard. In this unit, you will gain experience in recording 
audio, mixing down and mastering multitrack digital audio 
workstation (DAW) projects. You will also realise a sonic 
vision for a DAW project to achieve a desired sound.  
These skills are an essential element of all aspects of the 
music and sound industry. They can open  
the door to many career paths, including  
mix engineer for music, mastering  
engineer, audio post-production for  
film and television, and elements of  
radio broadcast.

BTEC Music Technology Modules and Descriptions: What is Philosophy, Ethics and Theology?

How you will study:
We assume that not everyone will have studied this 
subject at GCSE and so we start from scratch. All we 
ask is an open mind and a willingness to work. All of 
the teachers in the Philosophy, Ethics and Theology 
department use a range of different approaches to 
support students from the start to the finish of their 
A-level course, so that all students learn effectively. 
There is a focus on developing writing skills to prepare 
for the final examination. This is complemented by 
individual presentations and whole class debates. 
Every year there are a variety of trips to support your 
learning. You will be given all of the course material 
in attractive Topic Books and this will be supported 
by material on-line and in the well-resourced college 
library. With small class sizes and lots of teacher 
attention you will have every chance to achieve  
and exceed your potential. 

What can I do after Xaverian?
Philosophy, Ethics and Theology helps you to see the world 
from different viewpoints. It is a well-established A-level that 
introduces you to fascinating ideas from the three disciplines 
of Philosophy, Ethics and Theology. No wonder our students 
develop excellent skills in evaluating, debating, arguing, 
speaking and writing whilst respecting viewpoints that are 
different from their own. Philosophy, Ethics and Theology 
opens doors to many courses and careers. Universities and 
employers recognise that you develop a good analytical mind 
and the ability to reason and express yourself well. Former 
students have gone on to pursue careers in journalism, 
publishing, marketing, nursing and teaching, to name but a few.

Course Content 
Summary:
Philosophy of Religion: You will explore 
some of the main ideas put forward 
by philosophers, be introduced to 
classical arguments for the existence 
of God and research one religious 
figure of your choice.

Religion and Ethics: You will explore 
and debate competing ideas that have 
been put forward to help people make 
right choices in their lives.

Christian Theology: You will explore the 
different ways that the life of Jesus has 
been interpreted.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)

Assessment methods:

3 final exams
Exam board:

OCR

Philosophy, Ethics & Theology

(Religious Studies)

Lake District residential. Rome. Philosophy Talks. Manchester 
University. Manchester Central Mosque. Liverpool Hope 
University. British Museum. Carmelite Monastery.  
Manchester Buddhist Centre. Liverpool Cathedral.  
Camping trip. John Rylands Library.  
Outside speakers. Holy Name  
Church. Retreat. Manchester  
Art Gallery. Liverpool Museum.

Philosophy, Ethics and Theology is the study of the deepest 
questions that human beings have been fascinated by since 
earliest times. These ‘BIG’ questions are still debated on 
television and the internet, indeed they are still debated 
whenever you sit down with your friends for a chat. 

How often have you wondered:

“Why am I here?”, “What’s the right thing to do?” 

“What is the meaning of it all?”, “Why are things going 
wrong?” 

Over the course of two years you will explore ancient and 
modern attempts to answer these and similar questions. 
You will have the opportunity to debate these answers, 
developing a critical skillset that is invaluable for university, 
and which will allow you to listen with courtesy to those 
who hold views different from your own.

Really well taught  
lessons with loads  
of support offered.

“ “

Although demanding,  
it is interesting and enjoyable 

and the department really  
look after you.

“ “
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How you will study:
In Physics lessons, you can expect a range of teaching 
techniques such as powerpoint presentations, 
animations, short videos and group work on practical 
tasks. Problem solving skills are reinforced by regularly 
practising past exam questions.

You will gain formal feedback on your progress through 
weekly assessments. If skills are identified that need 
further development, you will be directed to relevant 
independent learning tasks. To further assist you with 
your understanding and application of Physics, teachers 
are available several times each week during targeted 
subject support sessions or by arrangement  
at a mutually agreed time. Extension tasks for each 
topic area stretch the most able students beyond  
the A-level syllabus and prepare them for  
challenging university interview questions at 
prestigious universities such as Oxford and Cambridge.

What can I do after Xaverian?
The overwhelming majority of our students successfully 
gain places at Russell Group universities. Physics enables 
our students to secure places on a variety of university 
degree courses such as Pure and Applied Physics, many 
different Engineering degrees, Material Science, Computer 
Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Veterinary Science, 
Optics, Finance, Law, Architecture, Journalism and more.

Course Content 
Summary:
Module 1:  
Development of Practical Skills

Module 2:  
Foundations of Physics

Module 3:  
Forces and Motion

Module 4:  
Electrons, Waves and Photons

Module 5:  
Newtonian World and Astrophysics

Module 6:  
Particles and Medical Physics

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

3 x 6s from 2 Sciences 
and Maths

Assessment methods:
Exams and a  

practical endorsement

Exam board:

OCR

Physics

What is Physics?
Physics is the study of matter, energy, and the interaction 
between them, but what that really means is that Physics is 
about asking fundamental questions and trying to answer 
them by observing and experimenting.

Physicists ask really big questions like:

 How did the universe begin?
 How will the universe change in the future?
 How does the Sun keep on shining?
 What are the basic building blocks of matter?

If you think these questions are fascinating, then you’ll  
like physics.

Physics doesn’t just deal with theoretical concepts.  
It’s applied in every sphere of human activity, including:

 Development of sustainable forms of energy production
 Treating cancer, through radiotherapy, and diagnosing  

 illness through various types of imaging, all based  
 on physics.
 Developing computer games
 Design and manufacture of sports equipment
 Understanding and predicting earthquakes

…in fact, pretty much every sector you can think of needs 
people with physics knowledge.

Lessons are  
taught very clearly,  

support is given when needed,  
and even difficult topics are  

made easy to  
understand.

“

“

I personally feel that  
taking photography at Xaverian allowed  

me the creative freedom of being able to work 
how I wanted under close guidance and help, 
and although it turned out to be a lot harder  

and more time consuming than I initially 
thought, it was a great subject  

to take.

“

“

Photography

What is Photography?
Photography offers you the chance to develop personal 
expression through the taking, selection and manipulation 
of images. On the course you will have the opportunity to 
learn both traditional film/darkroom skills and digital image 
manipulations techniques using Adobe CC. Work might also 
include video and time lapse films.

How you will study:
Initially the course will give you the opportunity to 
learn subject specific skills such as: using the camera’s 
controls creatively, black and white printing in the 
darkroom, studio work, digital editing and image 
manipulation. You will then go on to develop personal 
projects in which you investigate a topic in depth, 
through personal experiments and examining the work 
of other photographers. At this stage you will be given 
personalised tuition depending on your individual 
requirements. Your learning experiences will include: 
whole class and small group demonstrations; 
individual discussions and personal exploration; online 
sketchbook and larger scale developmental work; 
study trips and working with artists.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Photography can lead on to many careers in Art and Design. 
Many of our students go directly to study Photography at 
university, some also go straight into the industry and work 
as professional photographers in studios.

Specific careers in photography include: Photojournalism, 
fashion photography, food photography, forensic and 
medical photography, and wedding photography.  
Xaverian Photography students have gone on to study at 
many leading Universities, such as Glasgow School of Art, 
Goldsmiths, L.C.C, Camberwell College of Arts, M.M.U, 
Derby and Birmingham City University. Photography 
student James Dewhurst currently studying at Manchester 
Metropolitan University said, “the Photography teachers 
are really passionate about the subject. Studying 
Photography at Xavs gave me the knowledge, skills and 
confidence to continue Photography at uni”.

Course Content 
Summary:
Portfolio Component: You work 
and develop ideas using a range of 
processes, skills and techniques 
producing a portfolio of coursework 
exemplifying work carried out.

Personal Investigation: You will develop 
a practical project which will be 
supported by a written element of 1000- 
3000 words.

Externally Set Assignment: You will 
have approximately ten weeks to 
produce prep work. At the end of this 
lead in time you will produce final work 
in 15 hrs of unaided, supervised time.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:
 Grade 5 from Art or Photography.  

Merit or above if BTEC* 

Assessment methods:
1 exam project 

1 coursework project

Exam board:

AQA

Enrichment activities have included workshops with 
internationally renowned photographers such as Thomas 
Joshua Cooper at the Whitworth Art Gallery, trips to Paris, 
Berlin, and visits to exhibitions and the Derby  
International Photography Festival. We host  
Photoshop masterclasses by photographer  
Andrew Brooks. The college provides both  
digital and film cameras which students can  
book out over night or for the weekend.  
However, investing in your own  
camera is the best way to  
improve your talents!

*6 required in art when taking two or more art based subjects
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How you will study:
The Psychology department at Xaverian College consists of 
teachers with a very wide range of experience. A number 
of them are AQA examiners. Staff are well qualified and the 
department has a track record of excellent results.

A variety of teaching methods are used in order to ensure that 
all students learn effectively. These include presentations by 
both staff and students; group and individual work; research 
assignments; use of the internet; and discussion & debate. 

We also support students to make a successful transition 
from GCSE to ‘A’ Level by helping them develop independent 
learning strategies and by offering additional support outside 
the classroom.

Course Content 
Summary:
Paper 1 -  
Introductory topics in Psychology  

Social Influence, Memory, Attachment  
and Psychopathology

Paper 2 -  
Psychology in context 

Approaches in Psychology,  
Biopsychology and Research Methods 

Paper 3 -  
Issues and options in Psychology 

Issues and debates in Psychology, 
Relationships, Stress and Addiction

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 5 from English, Maths & Science  
(4s will be considered)

Assessment methods:

3 final exams
Exam board:

AQA

Psychology

What is Psychology? 
Psychology is the science of who you are. Psychologists study 
human behaviour and experience and seek to find answers to 
a very wide range of questions. These are just a few examples 
from the A-level course:

How does our memory work? Why do we forget? Do the 
experiences we have before the age of five really shape the 
person we grow up to be? Why do we obey people in authority? 
Does stress have to be harmful to our health? How does the brain 
work? How can you decide if someone is experiencing a mental 
disorder? How do we form and maintain relationships? Why do 
people become addicted to smoking and gambling? How can 
Psychology help us in our daily lives? Is Psychology a science?  
Do our dreams tell us anything about how our mind works?  
What is the best way to study human behaviour?

Psychology is a fascinating science with cutting edge research 
that has led to real world applications which have had an impact 
upon all of our lives. It will help you to understand some of your 
own everyday behaviour and experiences as well as some of the 
extremes of human behaviour.

Where can Psychology take you?
Which career wouldn’t benefit from knowing about 
psychology? Studying Psychology can give you a host of 
exciting career options including:

 Marketing 
 Customer Research 
 Accountancy
 Human Resource Management 
 Forensic Psychology
 Sports Psychology
 Psychometric Testing
 Counselling 
 Occupational Therapy 
 Clinical Psychology
 Nursing 
 Teaching.

Psychology enrichment available 
 University lectures
 Trip to New York
 The opportunity to take part in  

 academic psychological research 
 Guest speakers covering such  

 topics as Clinical, Forensic &  
 Educational Psychology 
 Trip to London
 Psychology Film Club
 AQA revision seminars

We also offer students the opportunity to act as Psychology 
Ambassadors on Open Days and Taster Days.

Politics

What is Politics?
Politics is the study of power, authority, rights and decision making. 
Key questions which underpin the study of politics:
 Who has power and who does not?
 How does a governing system work?
 How can I influence the government?
 Why are some ideas more dominant than others?
 Who holds the powerful to account?

What topics will I cover?
Paper One

1. Political Participation, students will study: democracy and 
participation, political parties, electoral systems, voting behaviour 
and the media. 

2. Core Political Ideas, students will study: conservatism,  
liberalism, socialism.

Paper Two

1. UK Government, students will study: the constitution, parliament, 
Prime Minister and executive, relationships between the branches.

2. Non-core political ideas, students will study: one idea from 
the following: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism, 
nationalism.

Paper Three

For Global politics students will study: sovereignty and globalisation, 
global governance: political and economic, global governance: 
human rights and environmental, power and developments, 
regionalism and the European Union, comparative theories.

How you will study:

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

 Grade 5 from English  
(4 will be considered)

Assessment methods:

3 final exams
Exam board:

Edexcel

Course Content 
Summary:
Component 1: UK Politics and Core Political 
Ideas. This section explores the nature of 
politics and how people engage in the political 
process in the UK and core political ideas.

Component 2: UK Government and  
Non-core Political Ideas. There are  
two sections within this component,  
the design of the governing system in UK  
and the location of power. Students also 
cover feminism.

Component 3: Comparative Politics: Global 
Politics. Global politics gives students an 
opportunity to develop an understanding of 
the local, national, international and global 
dimensions of political activity.

Politics widens a student’s view of the world, offers alternative 
viewpoints and builds self-confidence through class debate and 
enrichment opportunities. As a department we offer outstanding 
enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities to Politics students and 
wider college community. Enrichment opportunities have included 
attending Political Party conferences, visits to Parliament & Capitol 
Hill, talks and lectures from elected officials, academics, journalists and 
people engaged in the business of doing politics. We also encourage 
students to enter debates and run the college’s Model United Nations, 
Current Affairs and Feminist clubs. We have academic partnerships 
with Oxford University and Manchester University, these offer students 
the opportunity to study politics and humanities programmes and 
summer schools.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Many of our students go on to to study Politics related degrees such as 
Politics, Politics, Philosophy & Economics, International Relations, Politics 
& History, Social Policy. Politics graduates are always in high demand, 
mainly due to the development and application of critical thinking skills. 
Politics related degrees are useful in two ways: you have a broader 
picture of the state of the nation and how major national and international 
political, social and economic institutions work and you will able to apply 
your critical thinking skills to project management. Politics graduates 
are hired by many leading local, national and international public service, 
media, charity and private sector organisations. Careers which call upon 
our course skills include: Diplomat, Policy Advisor, Political Consultant, 
International Communications Co-ordinator, Campaigns Manager,  
Business Development Manager, Management  
Consultant, Army Officer, Police Constable,  
School Teacher, Journalist, PR Consultant.

The Politics department uses a range of approaches to support 
students through an A-level course. There is a focus in class 
on discussion of political ideas and concepts, which then aids 
students in their class writing. As an exam based subject a good 
standard of reading, synthesis and writing skills is essential. 
Students will use a range of specially designed topic booklets, 

past paper questions and sample answers, online video  
and news tasks, as well as attend talks from political  
academics and political representatives and visit party 
conferences and local politics events. Results are outstanding! 
2019 A-level pass rate is 98% and 72.5% A* - C.

How do we engage in politics
beyond the class room?
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Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

BTEC Advanced
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 5 from Maths. 5 from Science 
recommended. 4 in English

Assessment methods:
Coursework and 

exams

Exam board:

Edexcel

Applied Science

Course Content:

There will be trips to a number of different types of industrial/
research laboratories to show how scientists work in a range of 
environments. All 1st year Students will visit a laboratory at the 
University of Manchester where they will use genetic engineering 
techniques to analyse DNA. All 2nd year students will have a day  
at NHS BT Manchester blood centre to study aspects of lab safety  
and information management. Extended diploma students will  
have an opportunity to undertake a 1-week work placement.  
In the past these have included a wide range of work  
locations, from Neurophysiology labs and Cardiac science  
labs at the MRI, to Veterinary practice and School lab  
technicians. This opportunity gives students a  
valuable insight into work in a scientific environment.

What is BTEC Science?
Units in the Extended Certificate cover aspects of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics, which will be essential for full 
understanding of the additional units. Other units cover a wide 
range of practical methods and skills such as analysis of forensic 
evidence, interpretation of data. Appropriate learning resources 
will be provided for all units of which the majority will be 
completed by guided independent study. 

This course provides opportunities for learners to focus on the 
development of the major key skills of recall and understanding 
and importantly applying the scientific knowledge and the wider 
key skills, such as improving their own learning, time management 
and working with others. These personal qualities and attributes 
are essential for successful performance on the course and in the 
work environment. The Extended Diploma Applied Science has a 
unit on Forensic Science which may open up opportunities in specific 
scientific HE courses e.g. Forensic Science and Criminology.

What can I do after Xaverian?
Historically learners can progress into a range of higher education 
courses and higher level apprenticeships.

Extended Certificate Applied Science (1 A-level equivalent)
1. Principles and Applications of Science is a Written exam  
 - Set and marked by the exam board 

2. Practical Scientific Procedures and Techniques is an Assignment  
 - Set and marked internally.

3. Science Investigation Skills is a task set and marked by the  
 exam board 

4. Optional Unit - Set and marked internally 

Diploma Applied Science (2 A-levels equivalent)
5. Laboratory Techniques and their Application  
 - Set and marked internally 

6. Principles and Applications of Science II Written exam  
 - Set and marked by the exam board 

7. Investigative Project - Set and marked internally 

8. Optional Unit - Set and marked internally 

Extended Diploma Applied Science (3 A-levels equivalent)
9 Contemporary Issues in Science  
 - Set and marked by the exam board 

10. Four additional Optional Units set and marked internally

How you will study:
The work involves a degree of taught input from the teacher. 
Guidance and practice for examined component will be 
given for unit 1. The bulk of the work is based on the student 
working independently to complete a number of tasks in 
each unit. 

This will involve tasks such as independent research, 
presentation of information, practical write-ups and data 
analysis. There is a heavy practical bias and students will 
be exposed to a wide range of experimental techniques and 
equipment. IT will be used extensively during the course.

What is Sociology?
Sociology is the study of culture and of the people in 
society. Sociology is about examining our experiences 
and the institutions that affect our lives; family, education 
and the mass media. Sociology is also concerned with 
describing and explaining  
the patterns of  
inequality,  
deprivation  
and conflict.

Course Content 
Summary:
Paper 1: Socialisation and Culture  
2hr 30 mins exam worth 40%  
of the A-level

Paper 2: Methods of Sociological enquiry 
1hr 45 mins exam worth 20%  
of the A-level 

Paper 3: Power and Stratification 
2hr 30 mins exam worth 40% 
of the A-level

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 5 from English and Maths  
(4s will be considered)

Assessment methods:

3 final exams
Exam board:

EDUQAS

Sociology

Course Content: 
PAPER 1: Socialisation and Culture You will study the social 
influences on behaviour and what is identity. How does our 
identity shape our lives? You will examine the changing 
structure and relationships within the family asking questions 
such as Is blood thicker than water? Can your friends be your 
family? You will also examine trends in education, for example 
who tends to succeed and who tends to fail?

PAPER 2: Methods of Sociological enquiry One compulsory 
question divided into four parts which is based on stimulus 
material and one question will involve an extended writing piece 
where the students have to design, justify and evaluate a piece 
of sociological research. This paper offers you an opportunity 
to investigate sociological research methods used in Sociology 
such as Questionnaires and observations. 

PAPER 3: Power and Stratification This paper offers students 
the opportunity to examine areas such as social inequality and 
crime and deviance. Social inequality means asking questions 
such as “What is inequality? And “why does inequality exist”? 
In addition students will investigate the trends and patterns of 
crime and attempt to explain these, answering questions such 
as “Is crime a working class activity?” and “Is the criminal 
justice system racist?”

What sort of person makes a good
Sociology student?
As Sociology is the study of society you need to be interested 
in the world you live in. This means that you should watch 
the news, download a news app onto your phone and watch 
documentaries on TV. In addition to this you will need to write 
lots of essays and read lots of information, so you need to be 
prepared for this!

What skills will I learn?
People who study Sociology go on into a wide variety of courses 
at University and employment. You will gain a range of very 
valuable skills. You will learn how to work independently.  
You will learn how to find information, extract what is important 
from it and turn it into an argument.

The Sociology department have developed links with Manchester 
University, and a number of our students have benefitted from 
attending a Pre-U Sociology Course at Manchester University, 
which is a fantastic opportunity to experience what it is like to 
study Sociology at Higher Education. Upon completion of the 
Pre-U course they receive a reduced offer from Manchester 
University to study a Social Science related degree.

We have visited the Police Museum and the Crown courts in 
Manchester. Students enjoyed learning about the history of 
British policing. The museum contained real life  
examples of weapons collected over the  
years, information on historically significant  
crimes, including the chance to learn about  
the first case involving forensic science using  
finger-print technology. During the tour of the  
Crown courts, students learnt about the various  
routes into Law and the hierarchy within the court,  
including the opportunity to enact a “real life case”  
and reach a sentencing verdict.

Course Content 
Summary:
Extended Certificate  
(1 A-level equivalent)  
You will complete 4 units of study -  
3 mandatory, 1 optional 

Diploma (2 A-level equivalent) 
All the units from the Extended  
Certificate plus 4 additional units

Extended Diploma  
(3 A-level equivalent) 
You will complete all the above units - 
plus extra units over the two year period.

Unit details below.

Sociology is my  
favourite subject. I thoroughly enjoy  

my lessons and my teacher is a very good 
teacher and is always available  

when I need them.

“

“
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Why study Textiles?
If you are enthusiastic about exploring a variety of textures 
and materials such as fabrics, papers, plastic, wire, yarns 
and found objects, and eager to use your creative skills and 
imagination then this could be the course for you. There are 
lots of opportunities for you to explore new techniques whilst 
improving the textile skills you already have.

Unlike D&T Textiles, we believe this course is more artistic 
and expressive. You might construct fashion garments but you 
might also make abstract art work, sculptures, installation 
pieces, wallpaper, or drawings using the sewing machine. This 
is a very exciting and adventurous course therefore it is suited 
to students who are willing to experiment, invent and try new 
things. This is not a dress-making course, you are very unlikely 
to ever use a pattern or an overlocker. 

How you will study:
You will be introduced to a wide range of  
textile-based techniques and processes including 
knitting, hand embroidery, felting, applique, dying, 
machine embroidery, embellishing, printing, weaving, 
resist and heat distressing. Using these and elements 
of textile design such as line, scale, colour, texture, 
pattern, repeat and tone you will record your ideas 
and evidence in a sketchbook or folder. This is done 
through demonstrations, discussions and personal 
exploration by gathering inspiration from primary and 
secondary sources as well as looking at the  
work of other artists. You will establish a  
textile vocabulary and use specialist  
terminology to articulate and review  
your ideas. Projects involve interpreting  
your inspiration by imaginatively  
combining techniques and materials  
to produce samples and outcomes. 

What can I do after Xaverian?
Many students go directly to university (many study textiles 
or fashion design, marketing, promotion or styling). Ultimately 
jobs related to Textiles could include Fashion Design, Fashion 
Textiles, Costume Design, Digital Textiles, Printed Textiles, 
Domestic Textiles, Wallpaper, Interior Design, Constructed 
Textiles, Art Textiles.

What is expected of me?
This is a time-consuming, fast-paced, coursework-heavy subject 
which means dedication, energy and enthusiasm are crucial to 
be successful. Daring to be different and unique is also a helpful 
quality. You will need to be open-minded to experimenting, 
trying new things and having your own ideas. Imagination is 
essential as you will be working independently in response to 
loosely themed projects. You will have to do additional work 
to your lessons to make sure you produce enough work and 
although you don’t necessarily need a Textile GCSE, it is really 
helpful if you know how to use a sewing machine or other 
basic textile techniques. It is particularly helpful if you have 
used a free-hand foot on a sewing machine before you start 
the course. It will help your grades if you are informed about, 
and interested in, contemporary textiles, artists and designers. 
There is lots of inspiration on the Xavtextiles Pinterest account 
if you wanted to start gathering inspiration.

Course Content 
Summary:
Portfolio Component: You work and  
develop ideas using a range of processes, 
skills and techniques through 3 projects: 
Abstract Art, Surface Pattern and  
Illustrative Textiles.

Personal Investigation: You will develop  
a practical project which will be  
supported by a written element of  
1000- 3000 words.

Externally Set Assignment: You will  
have approximately eight weeks to  
produce prep work and at the end of this  
you will produce a final piece of work in  
15 hours of unaided, supervised time.

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

Linear A-level
Course specific entry requirements:
 Grade 5 from Art or Textiles.  

Merit or above if BTEC* 

Assessment methods:
1 exam project 

1 coursework project

Exam board:

AQA

We have excellent links with Manchester establishments.  
 In the past we have worked with the Whitworth Art Gallery, 
Platt Hall Costume Museum, Manchester Art Gallery Live Brief 
“Future Creatives”, international artists and designers, and work 
placements with local and city-based textile businesses. We 
are often approached by artists, designers and other agencies 
based on our successful reputation such as the Runway On The 
Runway charity fashion project. Along with regular education 
visits to the Knitting & Stitching Show, Clothes Show and 
National exhibitions such as Alexander McQueen at The V&A, 
this provides an immense array of extracurricular opportunities 
for students. We also run an annual trip to New York. 

Textiles

How you will study:
As this is an applied course the mode of study will be a 
mixture of theory and practice. Therefore, your learning 
will not always take place in the classroom. You will 
be required to gather information, using primary and 
secondary research. This will enable you to demonstrate 
your understanding of theoretical models and that you are 
capable of demonstrating the required industry skills.

Course Content 
Summary:
At Xaverian you can choose a single, 
double or triple Btec Sport option,  
all of which have a mixture of exams, 
controlled assessments and coursework.

Single Sport has 4 units overall;  
66% external assessment (1 Exam ,  
1 Controlled assessment) 34% Internal 
Assessment (2 Coursework)

Double Sport has 9 units overall;  
45% external assessment (1 Exam ,  
2 Controlled assessment) 55% Internal 
Assessment ( 6 Coursework)

Triple Sport has 14 units overall;  
42% external assessment (1 Exam ,  
3 Controlled assessment) 58% Internal 
Assessment ( 11 Coursework)

Course duration:

2 years
Course type:

BTEC Advanced
Course specific entry requirements:

Grade 4 from English and 
Science recommended

Assessment methods:
Exam, controlled 

assessments & coursework

Exam board:

Pearson

Sport BTEC

Course Content: What is BTEC Sport?
Sport has always been a popular way of spending our free 
time and therefore has become a major part of the leisure 
industry. It has been demonstrated that even in times of 
depression the leisure industry rarely suffers. To this end, 
over the past fifteen years, there has been a significant 
growth in the “business of sport”. BTEC Nationals are aimed 
at providing skilled personnel to work in this dynamic 
industry. These applied qualifications have been structured 
in such a way to give students the opportunity to obtain and 
develop the skills needed to work in the sport industry or 
before entry to Higher Education.

What can I do after Xaverian?
BTEC National qualifications are valued by both employers 
and higher education (universities and colleges).  
BTEC Nationals are aimed at a supervisory level and you 
could go straight into work in the Sport industry. The 
industry is very diverse and there are many different  
types of jobs. Higher education is a different option.  
In the past a number of students have gone onto study 
as undergraduates at various institutions. The courses 
that have been chosen have been: PE teaching, Sport 
Rehabilitation, Sport Management, Sport Coaching,  
Leisure and Facility Management.

Year 1

 Anatomy and Physiology (EXAM)
 Fitness Training and Programming for Health,  

 Sport and Well-being (Controlled Assessment)
 Professional Development in the Sports Industry   

 (Coursework)
 Sports Leadership (Coursework)
 Application of Fitness Testing (Coursework)
 Research Methods in Sport (Coursework)
 Sports Event Organisation (Coursework)

Year 2

 Development and Provision of Sport and  
 Physical Activity (Controlled Assessment)
 Investigating Business in Sport and the Active  

 Leisure Industry (Controlled Assessment)
 Skill Acquisition in Sport (Coursework)
 Rules Regulations and Officiating in Sport (Coursework)
 Principles and Practices for Outdoor and Adventurous   

 Activities (Coursework)
 Technical and Tactical Demands of Sport (Coursework)

I think this  
year has been very  

productive and that I have  
learnt a lot. My teachers  
have made the lessons  

very enjoyable.

“

“

*6 required in art when taking two or more art based subjects
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How you will study:
You will study in small groups under the direction 
of experienced and well-qualified tutors. You will be 
expected to work to the best of your ability and to  
be courteous and supportive to other members of  
the group. Most of your lessons will be in the  
well-equipped Foundation base rooms.

Course Content 
Summary:
The Foundation course is a very successful, 
well-established one-year programme 
taught by two teachers who have run the 
course for over 10 years.

The course is designed to help students 
develop their basic skills and study skills 
and to progress onto an appropriate course 
the following year.

Lessons are taught in small groups in 
dedicated, purpose-built classrooms with 
excellent IT and paper-based resources.

Students are assessed at the beginning of 
the programme and the flexible nature of the 
course means that students are taught in a 
way that best suits their needs and abilities.

Course duration:

1 year
Course type:
Foundation 

Course

Course specific entry requirements:
GCSE grades 1-3  

or no exams taken

Assessment methods:

Exams and Coursework 
Exam board:

Edexcel

Course Content: What is the Foundation Course?
The Foundation Course is a flexible, one year course 
designed to introduce you to vocational studies and to 
improve your levels of basic skills and life skills.

Can I study other courses?
Because of the flexible nature of the Foundation Course, it 
may be possible for students to substitute GCSE subjects 
or Level 2 Functional Skills for one or more of the above 
courses, e.g., GCSE English instead of Literacy.

What can I do after the 
Foundation Course?
Many students progress to a Level 2 course at Xaverian 
if they reach the required standards. Other students have 
continued studies at another college, started a training 
course or found employment.

What the students say
Former students have said they enjoyed the course and the 
support they received. They gained confidence to progress 
to more advanced studies.

You will have the opportunity of doing  
some work experience linked with  
your coursework or other career  
options. Visits to business, sports  
and health facilities may be arranged  
during the year. You will also take  
part in some voluntary projects  
in the local community.

You will choose 2 of the 
following 4 subject areas:

Health and Social Care

 Planning a Safe Childcare  
 Environment

 Supporting Childrens’   
 Learning Through  
 Everyday Experiences

 Keeping Active and  
 Healthy

Business, Retail and 
Administration

 Organising a Meeting

 Presenting a Business  
 Idea

 Recording Income and   
 Expenditure

Functional Skills - English/
ESOL/Maths

You will undertake an initial 
assessment to identify your 
needs. You will study in small 
groups, concentrating on the 
skills you need to develop.

Employability Skills

You will develop essential 
skills such as:

 Being organised 

 Research Skills

 Working as part of  
 a group 

 CV writing and job   
 applications

 Planning future   
 progression

Level 1 Foundation Course

Course Content Summary:
This course is divided into four key taught areas:

February - March: CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS
You will explore how to question and challenge academic ideas  
and be introduced to crafting your own academic voice.

March - May: INDEPENDENT RESEARCH
In partnership with Manchester University, you will be taught how 
to complete academic research evaluating the reliability of each 
source considered. You will then be guided through how to self-
manage your project. After submitting your EPQ proposal you are 
ready to complete your own rigorous research.

May - September: ACADEMIC WRITING SKILLS
After researching and preparing your project over the summer 
break, you will be guided through the drafting process of extended 
academic writing. Your final project will be submitted before the 
end of December.

October - December: PRESENTATION & REFLECTION SKILLS
In this final stage, you will explore how to become a more confident 
and effective speaker, completing a twenty minute project 
presentation to a small audience of your peers. To complete the 
course, you are guided through how to reflect on your own work 
and self-development.

Course duration:

1 year
Course type:

Project 
Qualifications

Course specific entry requirements:
Any current student with high effort 

scores from all subject teachers

Assessment methods:

Coursework 
Exam board:

AQA

How is it delivered?
After Christmas, Students are invited to apply for this course. 
Successful applicants are chosen based on their enthusiasm, 
attendance at the introductory EPQ lectures and achieving top 
effort scores from all their teachers in the first term at Xaverian. 
The course officially starts in February, and students will have a 
specialised Extended Project lesson once a week. Each class will 
have a specialised Extended Project Teacher who will guide them 
through the course. Lessons will cover the core skills required 
for the project, as well as time to work on the project itself. All 
students can seek additional subject specific advice and guidance 
from subject specialists across the college.

What can my project be about?
Absolutely anything! Here are some examples of current  
EPQ projects.

Current Extended Essay Project Titles:
Has Horror, across the mediums of Literature and Film, always 
represented Societal Fear?
Nero: The man who ended the Julio-Claudian Dynasty
How has the research into the MMR vaccine affected modern 
society’s trust in scientific advances?

Current Artefact Project Titles:
How does the Music of Rock Climbing Movies Affect the Tension  
of the Movie?
Does Art have a role to play in Climate Change?

EPQ

What are the learning outcomes of the EPQ?
Students will be able to:
 Independently research, selecting appropriate  

 academic sources.
 Evaluate source reliability and then apply to  

 analytical writing.
 Confidently write extended essays with appropriate  

 Harvard Referencing applied throughout.

 Use a range of skills to identify potential problems and  
 apply methods to overcome them. 
 Self manage projects with creativity and flexibility,  

 reflecting upon the process to continually improve.
 Present ideas verbally with confidence, creativity  

 and enthusiasm.

What is the EPQ?
The Extended Project is a twelve month 
course, that equates to half an A-level.  
The course is designed to help teach you 
how to research and write in an academic 
context, whilst learning about a topic that 
you love. The Extended Project allows you 
to create a 5000 word written exploration 
or to create something (a painting, a 
dance, a computer programme, a Ted Talk, 
jewellery, anything) and analyse in 2,000 - 
3,000 words.

Who is it for?
All level 3 students at Xaverian are welcome 
to apply for the Extended Project. The only 
requirements are that you are enthusiastic, 
eager to extend your knowledge and that 
you are prepared to work hard. 
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GETTING TO COLLEGE

By Bike
In 2015 Xaverian College was selected to be 
part of Greater Manchester’s cycle revolution. 
More than £42m of government funding is 
being spent across the city region on improved 
cycle routes, better bike parking, free cycle 
training and special events.

Xaverian college is one of 21 schools which has received 
funding and new facilities to encourage students, parents  
and teachers to get on their bikes and get active.

Transport for Greater Manchester designed and funded 
cycling improvements for the college:

 100 new and upgraded, secure bike parking spaces

 Conversion of an old storeroom into a workshop giving   
 students a space to learn how to fix their own bikes

 Traffic calming, waiting restrictions and bollards  
 have also been introduced close to the campus to  
 reduce the speed of traffic and restrict on-street  
 parking to improve safety.

Nearest stops to College: 
 Wilmslow Road 

 Moss Lane East (by Whitworth Park)

 Anson Road (leading to Upper Brook  
 Street and Birchfields Road)

Xaverian is based in Victoria Park, just South of the City Centre 
in Manchester.

By Bus
The most popular bus numbers to Xaverian include:

By Train
Oxford Road and Piccadilly train stations are both 
nearby. The college can then be reached by bus.

Our students tell us that they love being within walking distance to Manchester city centre – it means that there are numerous 
fantastic cultural and educational opportunities right on our doorstep. From theatres to music venues, museums and libraries, 
shops and eateries – the variety is endless and many world-renowned locations are just around the corner. 

All students aged 16-18 in Greater Manchester are now eligible for  
free bus travel with Our Pass. See www.ourpass.co.uk for details.

Ward Hall

Xavier

Sunbury

Marylands

Birtles

Mayfield

Reception

Firwood

Ryken

Library

Campus Map

The Oxford Road/Wlmslow Road bus route, adjacent to Xaverian, is one of the busiest bus routes in Europe.  
This is one reason why students find it so easy to get to us from all across Greater Manchester. 

Take a virtual tour at
www.xaverian.ac.uk
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Full details and timetables available at tfgm.com

For all rail information please 
visit National Rail Enquiries.
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October 2020
Come to our Open Days on Saturday 10th and 
Sunday 18th to find out about subjects, meet 
students, and experience our unique atmosphere. 

March 2021
You should have received  
a decision from the  
College by the end of 
March, and been invited  
to a Course Consultation  
if successful.

All information in this prospectus is believed to be correct at the time of publication,  
but it should not be assumed that arrangements or conditions will not be modified if  
the need arises. ©Xaverian College 2019

September 2020
We will visit schools with a presentation 
about Xaverian and you will be able to see 
us at careers events and Parents Evenings. 
Prospectus and application forms are available.

November 2020
Our November Taster Days are an 
opportunity to come along and have a 
trial day at Xaverian, having lessons 
in subjects you are interested in and 
seeing what Xaverian is like for a 
student. Pre-registration required – 
attend an Open Day for details. 

January 2021
The deadline for applications 
is Friday 15th January. 
Course Consultations run 
between now and March.

June/July 2021
After exams are over, come  
to a New Students’ Day -  
try your favoured subjects 
and really get a feel for what 
life will be like for you as a 
Xaverian student. 

August 2021
We will send you an enrolment 
appointment for after GCSE results 
day, and further information about 
starting at College.

OPEN

Xaverian College  |  Lower Park Road  |  Manchester  |  M14 5RB

T: 0161 224 1781  |  E: admissions@xaverian.ac.uk  |  W: www.xaverian.ac.uk

All information in this prospectus is believed to be correct at the time of publication, but it should not be assumed that  
arrangements or conditions will not be modified if the need arises. ©Xaverian College 2020

APPLYING TO XAVERIAN


