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The Breadth study: Tudor England 1485-1603 

This study is a 2 year unit of work, broken down into 2 parts.  

Year 1: Consolidation of the Tudor Dynasty: England 1485-1603 

Year 2: England turmoil and crisis 1547-1603 

The breadth study allows you to study issues of change, continuity, cause and consequence 
over at least a 100 year period.  

Key questions that will be addressed in the exam are: 

 How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the monarchy?
 In what ways and how effectively was England governed during this period?
 How did relations with foreign powers change and how was the succession secured?
 How did English society and economy change and with what effects?
 How far did intellectuals and religious ideas change and develop and with what

effects?
 How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they

affected by developments?

Year 1: Consolidation of the Tudor Dynasty: England 1485-1547. 

Year 2: England turmoil and crisis 1547-1603 
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Year 2: 

Edward VI: Weeks 1-3 

Topic Weeks Studied Understood Revised 
Induction Introduction to Tudor 

England  
Weeks 1-3  

Henry VII: 
Consolidation of 
Power  

Weeks 4-6 

Government Week 7-8 

Foreign Policy Week 9-10 

Society, Economy and 
Religion  

Week 11 - 14 

Henry VIII:  
Consolidation of 
power  

Week 15-16 

Government/Foreign 
Policy (Wolsey) 1509-
29 

Week 17-19 

Church/Break with 
Rome 

Week 20-22 

Royal 
Authority/Government 
1529-47 

Week 23-24 

Society/Economy Week 25-27 

Foreign Policy 1529-47 Week 28-29 



Somerset   
 

Edward VI: 
Northumberland 
 

Weeks 4-6 
 
 

   

Mary I 
 
Political/Foreign Policy  
 

Weeks 7-9 
 
 

   

Mary I 
 
Social/Religion 
 

Weeks 10-12    

Elizabeth  
 
Consolidation of Power  
 

Weeks 13-17 
 
 

   

Elizabeth I 
 
Government/Foreign Policy  
 

Weeks 14-19 
 
 

   

Elizabeth I 
 
Society/Economy/Religion 
 

Weeks 20-25 
 
 

   

Elizabeth I 
 
Last years and revision  
 

Weeks 26-29 
 
 

   

 

 

Assessment: Advice and mark scheme 

 2hour 30min exam 
 3 questions (1 compulsory) 
 80 marks 
 40% of A level.  

Section A – 1 compulsory source based question worth 30 marks. You will have 3 sources to deal 
with. You are advised to spend 60 minutes on planning and answering this question.  

Section B – choose 2 essays from a choice of 3 worth 25 marks each (50 marks in total). You are 
advised to spend 45 minutes on each essay (1hr 30mins in total).  

 



Section A: Compulsory SOURCE BASED question 

 Target: AO3 – analyse and evaluate the different ways in which the past has been interpreted. 

Level and mark Source evaluation Use of own knowledge 
5 (25-30 marks)  
 

 Strong understanding of all 3 sources. 
 Strong awareness of context.  

 

 Strong and convincing own 
knowledge support for all 3 
sources.  

4 (19-24 marks) 
 

 Good understanding of all 3 sources. 
 Good awareness of context.  

 Good supporting own 
knowledge for all 3 sources. 

 Can have minor limitations 
in depth and breadth.  
 

3 (13-18 marks) 
NB: You cannot get into 
L3 without showing 
some understanding of 
ALL 3 SOURCES 

 Some understanding of all 3 sources.  
 Some comment on context. 

 

 Some supporting own 
knowledge for all 3 sources. 

 Supporting own knowledge 
varies in depth and 
breadth.  
 

2 (7-12 marks) 
 

 Some understanding of 2 sources. 
 Some comment on context but no 

evaluation.  
 

 Basic supporting own 
knowledge. 
 

1 (1-6 marks)  
 

 Either: Accurate understanding of 1 
source or basic understanding of 2/3 
sources.  

 Generalised comment on context.  
 

 Generalised own 
knowledge. 

 

 

 

Examiner advice in how to approach the compulsory source question:  

 You are dealing with the interpretations (views) of academic historians who have spent their 
lifetime researching the topics you are studying and who usually work in Universities.  

  
 Examiner tip for high grades: It would help your general understanding of academic 

historians if you read beyond the textbooks we provide you with! 
 
Method to use when dealing with the question:  

1. Read the sources carefully using a highlighter or coloured pen to underline key ideas.  
2. Identify what the overall interpretation (view) of the historian is.  



3. Ask yourself – how convincing is the interpretation (view)? Whatever opinion you 
have you must be able to justify it through your own knowledge – what do you know 
that can corroborate (agree) or challenge (disagree) with the interpretation?  
- Examiner tip: Don’t justify your view through using evidence that the historian 

has omitted (missed out) – assess what is in the interpretation as opposed to 
what isn’t.  

4. No need for an introduction in your answer.  
5. You can either evaluate each source in turn or you can cross-reference between 

them.  

Example question:  

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these 
three extracts are in relation to the threats to Henry VII’s position in the years 1485 to 1509 (30 
marks) 

Extract A  
The dynastic threat to the Tudor regime must not be exaggerated. There was no one to 
cause rival political tensions amongst Henry VII’s relations and no obvious focus for political 
discontent. It is true, the supporters of Simnel and Warbeck dressed their ambitions in 
dynastic clothes, but the most important revolt in Henry VII’s reign, the Cornish Rising of 
1497, was not dynastic. On the contrary, it was sparked by the parliamentary grant of that 
year to finance an invasion of Scotland. The tax revolt erupted in the south west because 
Cornishmen refused to underwrite a campaign against Scotland for which, they believed, a 
scutage or land tax levied in the north was the correct source of finance.  
 

Adapted from John Guy, Tudor England, 1990  

 
 
Extract B  
In May 1502 Sir James Tyrell and several other persons were arrested and executed for 
treason. At the same time Lord William de la Pole, brother of Suffolk, and Lord William 
Courtenay, son of the earl of Devon, were taken into prison from which they did not emerge 
until after Henry’s death. It must be supposed that this is because Henry expected a far 
reaching conspiracy. Perhaps Henry’s agents were inventing these threats in order to 
advance their own positions, but It is nevertheless hard to avoid the conclusion that there 
was a spirit of disaffection among the old families. No doubt the ambitions of the great 
families were also aroused by the deaths of the king’s sons, Edmund on 12 June 1500 and 
Arthur on 2 April 1502, but even without the disturbing influence of dynastic interests there 
was wavering support for the King in the ranks of the old nobility.  
 

Adapted from J D Mackie, The Earlier Tudors, 1987  

Extract C  
Whilst Henry VII used every means at his disposal to reduce the pretensions of mighty 
subjects, he also did his utmost to build up his own power. The restoration of royal finances 
was a key element in this. The King recognised that the secret of recovering royal authority 
lay in making himself richer than his subjects. This was one reason why, unlike Edward IV, 



he retained possession of the Crown lands. But there was another reason. Land was the 
basis of local power. By keeping royal estates in hand and administering them through his 
own household servants, Henry maintained a direct royal presence throughout his kingdom. 
Henry VII was not as ruthless, consistent or as continuously successful as this brief account 
implies. He faced major rebellions, especially in 1497, and was never entirely secure on the 
throne. His preferred approach to the control of the provinces by divide and rule created 
crises and tensions in some parts of the kingdom and stored up trouble for his successor in 
others. But by ceaseless vigilance and unrelenting pressure on all his subjects, great and 
small, Henry made himself respected, feared and obeyed.  

Adapted from A J Pollard, The Wars of the Roses, 2001 
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Section B: ESSAY questions  

 Target: AO1 - Use of own knowledge to evaluate concepts such as cause and consequence, change and 
continuity or similarity and difference.  
 

Level and mark  
 

Use of own knowledge Argument and 
judgement  

Organisation 

5 (21-25 marks)  
 

 Well selected and precise 
evidence used.  

 Excellent understanding 
of the question shown.  

 Well balanced 
argument. 

 Substantiated 
(backed up) 
judgement. 
 

 Well organised and 
fluently written.  

4 (16-20 marks) 
 

 Range of precise 
evidence used.  

 Good understanding of 
the question shown.  
 

 Well balanced 
argument. 

 Partially 
substantiated 
(backed up) 
judgement.  
 

 Well organised and 
well written.  

3 (11-15 marks) 
NB: You need at 
least some balance 
to your answer to 
achieve L3.  
 

 Range of precise 
evidence used although 
depth and/or breadth 
may be limited.  

 Addresses the question 
asked.  

 Some balance.  
 Generalised 

judgement.  

 Well organised with 
adequate 
communication skills 
shown.  

2 (6-10 marks) 
 

 Descriptive evidence 
with some limited 
relevant evidence.  

 Failure to address the full 
question being asked.  
 

 No balance or 
clear judgement.  

 Weak organisation 
and communication  

1 (1 -5 marks) 
 

 Question not 
understood.  

 Limited/generalised 
comments.  

 No balance or 
relevant 
judgement.  

 Limited/no 
organisation and 
communication skills.  

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:  

How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the monarchy?  

“Henry VII’s consolidation of power in the years 1485 to 1499 was the result of his own 
personal strengths.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

“Henry VII has successfully established monarchical authority by 1509.” Assess the 
validity of this view.  



 

“The consolidation of royal authority, in the years 1487 to 1509, was due to Henry VII’s 
control over the nobility”. Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

How successful was Elizabeth in establishing herself as queen in the first few years of 
her reign? 

 

In what ways and how effectively was England governed during this period? 

“Henry VII’s reforms in government were limited both in scope and in success” Assess 
the validity of this view.  

 “Henry VII was content to allow ministers to “rule” for him.” Explain why you agree or 
disagree with this view with reference to the years 1526 to 1547.  

“Between the years 1515 and 1540 Tudor government was completely transformed”. 
Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

“The people of northern England, Cornwall and Wales had little reason to be grateful 
for the rule of Henry VII and Henry VIII”. Assess the validity of this view.  

To what extent was England’s government fundamentally transformed in the years 
1509 to 1547?  

To what extent did English government respond effectively to the domestic problems 
which it faced in the years 1529 to 1553?   

Is it fair to describe the English government in the years 1540 to 1562 as ‘consistently 
weak’? 

“Elizabethan government had more weaknesses than strengths in the years 1558 to 
1588”. Assess the validity of this view.  

“The crisis faced by the Tudors in the years 1540 to 64 was primarily caused by 
economic factors”. Assess the validity of this view.  

 

 

 



 

 

How did relations with foreign powers change and how was the succession secured? 

 

 “Henry VII showed himself to be a capable ruler in his dealings with Spain in the years 1485 to 1509” 
Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

How successful was Henry VII in fulfilling his foreign policy objectives?  

“Foreign policy was the key reason for the consolidation of Henry VII’s authority”. Explain why you 
agree or disagree with this view.  

“The foreign policy of Henry VIII failed to achieve its objectives in the years 1509-1547”. Assess the 
validity of this view.  

To what extent was Henry VIII himself responsible for the failures of English foreign policy during his 
reign? 

How successful was English foreign policy in the years 1529 to 1558?  

How far, in the years 1547 to 1569, did concerns over the succession threaten the stability of 
England? (2019) 

“Elizabeth’s policy towards Spain was always weak and unconvincing”. Assess the validity of this view 
with reference to the years 1568 to 1603.  

“Elizabeth’s foreign policy was mostly a series of disasters”. Assess the validity of this view.   

How effectively did Elizabeth deal with the threat from Spain in the years 1558 to 1589? (2019) 

How did English society and economy change and with what effects?  

How significant was the position of agriculture in the English economy in the years 1485 to 1509?  

“English society in the reign of Henry VIII was characterised more by disorder than by order”. Assess 
the validity of this view.  

 “Tudor rebellions before 1540 were primarily driven by economic factors.” Explain why you agree or 
disagree with this view.  

“The performance of the English economy remained weak throughout the reigns of the first two 
Tudors.” Assess the validity of this claim.  

‘The main cause of rebellions in the years 1536 to 1558 was religious disagreements.’ Assess the 
validity of this view.  



 

To what extent did the plots and rebellions faced by the crown during the reign of Elizabeth pose a 
real threat to the stability of the Elizabethan state?  

It is true to say that by 1603 England was economically and socially more diverse than it had been at 
the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign in 1558? 

“By 1603 it was clear that the English people had benefited little in social and economic terms from 
the rule of Elizabeth I”. Assess the validity of this claim.  

How far did intellectuals and religious ideas change and develop and with what effects? 

“The church in England in the reign of Henry VII was riddled with abuses”. Explain why you agree or 
disagree with this view.  

To what extent, by 1509, was the Church in England in need of reform? 

“Protestant ideas were responsible for the development of the English Reformation in the years 1529 
to 1547”. Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. 

‘Despite the Break with Rome, Henry VIII never seriously abandoned the Catholic faith in the years 
1529 to 1547.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (25 marks)  

To what extent was the English Church in 1553 different from what it had been in 1532? 

‘The Church in England in 1547 was little different from what it had been in the late 1520s.’ Assess 
the validity of this view   (2019) 

‘Religious changes in the years 1532 to 1558 enjoyed little popular support”. Assess the validity of this 
view.  

“The challenge posed to the Elizabethan Crown by Catholicism was never as strong as Elizabeth I and 
her ministers believed”. Assess the validity of this claim.  

“The Elizabethan religious settlement was successfully established in the years 1558 to 1603.” Assess 
the validity of this view.  

 

How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they affected by 
developments?  

“Popular rebellions faced by Henry VII gave him more problems than the threats posed by pretenders 
to the throne”. Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

'Henry VIII was content to allow ministers to "rule" for him.' Explain why you agree or disagree with 
this view with reference to the years 1526 to 1547.  



 

'The people of northern England, Cornwall and Wales had little reason to be grateful for the rule of 
Henry VII and Henry VIII.' Assess the validity of this view.  

“Henry VIII’s actions as king destroyed Henry VII’s legacy.” Assess the validity of this view of the years 
1485 to 1514.  

 “Henry VIII might have himself supreme head of the Church of England, but he did little else to 
change the church.” Assess the validity of this claim.  

To what extent did the plots and rebellions faced by the Crown during the reign of Elizabeth pose a 
real threat to the stability of the Elizabethan State?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Henry VII Henry VIII Edward VI Mary I Elizabeth I  
Consolidation 
of Power  

Weak claim 
Usurper 
 

Tyrant 
Break with 
Rome 

Minor Catholic 
female 

Protestant 
female 

Government Increased 
revenue 

Extravagant 
King-in-
Parliament 

Regency council Divided  Parliament 
challenges 

Foreign 
Policy 

Defensive Seeking glory France/ 
Scotland 

Spanish 
friendship 

Spanish/ 
Dutch wars  

Society and 
Economy 

Humanism 
 

Enclosure 
debasement 

Rebellion and 
crisis  

Persecution Protestant 
allies 
International 
Trade 

Religion Catholic  Moderately 
Catholic 

Protestant Catholic Moderately 
Protestant 

Individuals/ 
groups 

Empson/ 
Dudley 

Wolsey 
Cromwell 
More  

Somerset  
Northumberland  

Pole 
Philip of 
Spain 

Cecil 
Leicester  

 

How do I get the best A Level grade I can? 

Intelligence + hard work = success! 

Quick tips for success… 

• Use this study guide. Have it with you every lesson. (RESOURCES AND ORGANISATION) 
• Always have a highlighter and a red pen for every lesson. (ORGANISATION) 
• You need to be doing at least 4 hours a week of work outside of lesson time on History and 

you need to build this up as you get nearer exams. (TIME) 
• Know what is on the specification for each topic. You could be asked a source or essay 

question on any of the topics on this (RESOURCES AND ORGANISATION) 
• Success at A Level is about having brains and hard work. You already have the brains! You 

final success at A Level comes down to your hard work. (TIME) 
• Quality not quantity gains higher marks. Think about how to use your time outside of the 

classroom effectively – there are some ideas below! 

 

 

  

 

RESOURCES TO HELP YOU GET YOUR BEST POSSIBLE GRADE 

Words of warning: whatever worked for you at GCSE level will not be enough to get above a grade D at A Level. Don’t 
fool yourself either: if you don’t put in the hours of work you won’t get the grade you are capable of. When you think 
you “just don’t get it” what that really means is you haven’t or won’t put in the hours in to master that subject or topic! 



 

INDEPENDENT STUDY PLACES TO VISIT 
Xaverian Intranet 
 

A2 History folder 
 
Weekly assessment plans 
PowerPoints/Booklets/Stretch and challenge 
articles  

Modern History Review 
Intranet – support – LRC – Philip Allan or website 
www.philipallan.co.uk  
 

 
AQA Website 
 

www.aqa.org.uk  
 
Past Papers 
Mark schemes 
Example answers  

TED Talk 
www.ted.com 
 

 

Library 
 

 

Social Media - #xavshist  
Textbooks  
 
 

 
 

Classic exam mistakes and how to avoid them 

Making any of these mistakes can cost you a whole A Level grade: 

1. Mis-reading the question command 
2. Writing about the wrong topic. 
3. Not actually answering the question, but just throwing in everything you can remember.  

 
How to avoid making them: 
1. Spend time properly reading the question 
2. Read it slowly. Highlight the command and key words. 
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3. Read over your answer when you have finished. Have you made any mistakes or missed 
something out? Have you answered that specific question? 

 

Exam question command words: 

Assess 

How far  

To what extent 

 

 

Who’s who?  

King Henry VII      King Henry VIII 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Wolsey             Thomas Cromwell 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Beaufort      King Richard III 

     

 

 

Lambert Simnel                 Perkin Warbeck  

 

Became King following the death of his older 
brother, Arthur, and his Father King Henry VII. 
King of England 1509-1547. Married 6 times. 
Had 3 children; Mary, Elizabeth and Edward.  

Usurped King Richard III at Battle of 
Bosworth. King of England 1485-1509. 
Married Elizabeth of York. Had 4 children; 
Arthur, Henry, Margaret and Mary.  

King Henry VIII’s chief adviser 
between 1514-1529. Fell out 
with the King when he failed to 
negotiate a divorce from 
Catherine of Aragon for him.  

King Henry VIII’s chief adviser 
between 1932-40. Helped the King 
to divorce Catherine of Aragon 
and helped to push through the 
English Reformation.  

King Henry VII’s mother.  King of England 1483-1485. Killed 
at the Battle of Bosworth, ending 
the Wars of the Roses and 
handing over power to King 
Henry VII.  

Pretender to King Henry VII’s 
throne. He impersonated the 
Earl of Warwick, a Yorkist 
claimant to the throne. The 
rebellion was defeated in 1487, 
Simnel became employed in the 
Royal kitchens! 

Pretender to King Henry VII’s 
throne. Claimed to be Richard, 
Duke of York, a claimant to the 
throne and one of the ‘Princes in 
the Tower’. Gained a lot of 
foreign support. Put to death in 
1499.  
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‘Princes in the Tower’     James IV of Scotland  

 

 

 

Catherine of Aragon      Anne Boleyn  

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Seymour      Anne of Cleves  

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Howard     Catherine Parr  

 

 

 

Mary Tudor      Elizabeth Tudor  

 

 

 

 

Married King Henry VII’s eldest 
son, Arthur, in 1501. After 
Arthur died, Catherine married 
his brother, King Henry VIII in 
1509. She was divorced in 
1533. Mother to Queen Mary I.  

Married King Henry VIII in 1533, 
becoming his 2nd wife. 
Beheaded in 1536. Mother to 
Queen Elizabeth I.  

Married King Henry VIII 
in 1540, becoming his 5th 
wife. Beheaded in 1541.  

Edward and Richard, King 
Edward IV’s sons. Assumed 
to have been murdered in 
the Tower of London by 
their Uncle, King Richard III.  

King of Scotland 1488-1513. 
Died at the Battle of Flodden 
1513.  

Married King Henry 
VIII in 1533, 
becoming his 3rd 
wife. Died in 1536 
following the birth 
of Edward.  

Married King Henry VIII in 1540, 
becoming his 4th wife. The 
marriage lasted just 6 months and 
ended in divorce.   

Married King Henry VIII in 1543. 
Catherine outlived Henry by 1 year, 
dying in 1548.  

Daughter of King Henry 
VIII. Born in 1516. Queen 
Mary I of England 
between 1553-1558. 
Married Philip of Spain in 
1554.  

Daughter of King Henry VIII. Born in 
1533. Queen Elizabeth I of England 
between 1558-1603.  
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Edward Tudor       Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Son of King Henry VIII.  Born 
in 1536. King Edward VI 
1547-1553.  

Queen of Scotland 1542-1567. 
Daughter of King James V of Scotland. 
Abdicated in favour of her son, James 
VI of Scotland. Beheaded by Queen 
Elizabeth I in 1587 for alleged treason.  
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