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THE COLLEGE’S MISSION STATEMENT
We are a Catholic College dedicated to the development of the whole person.
To achieve our mission, we will:
•

Maintain a Christian environment which is purposeful and fulfilling

•

Value all members of the College Community equally

•

Promote excellence in teaching and learning

•

Have the very highest expectations of all our students

•

Offer appropriate choices, guidance, support, and facilities

•

Help students to develop as people who strive for the highest possible standards in all
aspects of their lives as happy, useful, and successful members of society, and who combine
success with service to others in both their personal and working lives.
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If you don’t believe us, then listen to past students. At the end of the year, we asked our
students what advice they would give you as you embark upon the Politics course…
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INTRODUCTION TO YOUR COURSE

A’ level in Politics
Year 1
Intro to Politics Concepts & Skills

YEAR 12

Political Ideas: Liberalism/
Conservatism/ Socialism/
Feminism

Global Politics: The State &
Globalisation/ Global
Governance/ Power &
Development/Regionalism & EU

Comparative Theories:
Liberalism and Realism

END OF YEAR EXAMS

Year 2
UK Government: UK
Constitution/ Parliament/

YEAR 13

UK: Government: PM &
Executive/ Relations between
branches
UK Politics: Democracy &
Participation/Political Parties
UK Politics: Electoral Systems/
Voting Behaviour & Media

REVISION

MAY / JUNE
EXAMINATIONS
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HOW TO GET OUTSTANDING GRADES IN POLITICS
You need to develop your skills!
There are 3 key Assessment Objectives
AO1 – Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of political institutions, processes, concepts, theories &
issues. This is the ‘in theory’ element of the course.
So, we will learn about the Prime Ministers’ power, and you will know & understand each power the PM has,
both formal and informal.
AO2 – Analyse aspects of politics and political information, including in relation to parallels, connections,
similarities & differences. This is the ‘in practice’ element of the course, where we compare what actually
happens to what should happen (AO1).
Then, we will look at how different PM’s have used their powers, and we will compare and contrast them, both
to each other and to the theory.
AO3 – Evaluate aspects of politics and political information, including to construct arguments, make
substantiated judgments & draw conclusions. This is the ‘judgments’ element of the course, which is primarily
addressed in essays, both throughout the essay and in the conclusion, where you decide which side of the
debate your essay falls on.
Finally, you will make a judgment on an aspect of PM powers, such as whether personality contributes to a
more powerful PM. If your essay overall suggests it does, then that is your judgment, substantiated by evidence
(examples) throughout.

These are the habits we want you to form while you are with us.
We believe that everyone is capable of improving themselves and achieving excellence.
However, there are no shortcuts. Research has shown that the only difference between those
who are ‘good’ and those who are ‘excellent’ is the amount of independent practice an
individual puts in. We expect students to work independently. We are here to guide you and
help you adopt the Xaverian Mindset on your journey to excellence. It all starts with forming
good habits:
Good time management

Using time inside & outside of the classroom effectively

Engagement in classes

Taking an active part in learning in the classroom

Using available resources

Using books, the library, intranet and internet etc.

Responsiveness to teacher feedback

Organisation of work

Using feedback to improve your next piece of work
Planning your independent study times and exam preparation from
September – June

5

GETTING YOU READY FOR POLITICS A’ LEVEL @ XAVS
News Sources
Task 1: Download 3 news apps to your phone – suggested ones BBC, Guardian, HuffPost, Al
Jazeera, Economist, Times & FT are subscription-based news sources.
Task 1b: Find the Parliament channel on your TV, tune into PMQs on a Wednesday at 12pm or
watch a debate on the floor of the Lords or scrutiny of ministers in a select committee hearing
Task 1c: Radio stations still cover politics and current affairs well. Have a listen to the following
shows or podcasts Times Radio, BBC Radio 4 and LBC:

What are the Politics of your local area?
Task 2 - Using Wikipedia and www.theyworkforyou.com complete the following research task
on the politics that make up your local area.
What constituency do you live in?
Is your constituency a safe or marginal seat?
What is the demography of the constituency?
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Who is your constituency MP?
What party and how long have they been an MP?
What faction or wing of their political party do they belong?
What values/ policies does this MP advocate?

Is your MP part of the Government or Shadow Cabinet?

Has your MP served on any select committees? If so, what?

What issues does your MP have a special interest in?

What issues concern the voters in your constituency?

What has your MP done to support one of these issues?

Have a go at being an MP – click on this link https://learning.parliament.uk/resources/mp-for-aweek/
Having researched the work of your MP, can you explain what you think the role of an MP is?

What objective judgement would you make of your constituency MP and back it up.
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Campaigning Does Count!
Task 3a: Click on the link below on Marcus Rashford’s Free School Meals campaign. Research
the outcome of his campaign. Are there other issues he has campaigned on?
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2021/jan/20/rashford-demands-a-meal-a-day-for-all-schoolpupils-in-need

Task 3b: Click on the link below on Kill the Bill protests. Research the issues around this protest.
https://www.bigissue.com/latest/what-are-the-kill-the-bill-protests-police-crime-sentencing-courts-bill/
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Is Parliament just a talking shop?
Task 4: Click onto the link below and research the work of Parliament, create a mind map of the
role and functions of our primary legislator - https://www.parliament.uk/about/how/
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What gets you on your political soap box?
Task 5: Research and writing are key skills for Politics A Level. Use the space below to tell us
about an issue which you are passionate about. It can be a local, national, or global issue.
E.G. Global Warming or toxic masculinity or equitable vaccine distribution or Scottish
Independence or Lower bus fares or catcalling women or more funding for women’s sport or
no to school uniforms or institutional racism or improved access to mental health services or
treatment of young people in society……………….the list is endless!
See if you can hit all the aspects of a written brief: set out the issue, key people, or
organisations, what are the pros and cons of the issue, what competing views exist, who has
more power and influence over issue and why, what solutions or resolutions could be
reached.
Send your completed piece to Alison Hall, Head of Politics a.hall@xaverian.ac.uk

POLITICS RESOURCES
Typical resources used in this subject
These are some of the key textbook resources you should be looking at independently in the
college library or even better put one on your present list:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pearson Edexcel A Level Politics textbook
Global Politics for A Level textbook Eric Magee
UK Government & Politics for A Level textbook Lynch at al
Edexcel UK Government & Politics for A Level textbook Neil McNaughton
Global Politics Andrew Heywood
Political Ideas Andrew Heywood
Politics Review magazine

To do well in Politics, it is imperative that you do extra reading and research outside of the
classroom. You need to keep up to date with current affairs to have examples to use in your
work to illustrate the theoretical points you make. You also need to have a more in-depth
understanding of the ideas we discuss in class to achieve the A/A* grade in your exams. The
lists below are of resources that you can use in your own time and in your study periods to
increase your knowledge of political theory, ideas, and examples. It is strongly recommended
that you access some of these resources on a regular basis during your two-year Politics Alevel.
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SUBJECT ENRICHMENT @ XAVERIAN 2020/21
Political Extra-Curricular Activities to do whilst at Sixth Form
•

Join student run FEMSOC or Global Politics debate groups

•

Enter the Orwell Youth writing Prize

•

Join a political party and/or pressure group

•

Do voluntary work for a political party and/or pressure group

•

Enter political essay writing competitions

•

Go on Politics open days at universities

•

Attend Politics summer schools at universities

•

Help out the Politics department at college open days and taster days

•

Start a Politics blog

•

Write letters/emails to your local MP or councillor about political issues

•

Join the Public Speaking society

•

Enter a debating competition

•

Go on trips organised by the Politics department

•

Stand for the Manchester Youth Parliament

•

Go on protest marches or demonstrations

•

Read political blogs, journals, newspapers (many can be found in the college library)

•

Watch BBC News and BBC Parliament regularly

•

Read books on politics and current affairs (many can be found in the college library)
“The books that help you most are those which make you think the most.”
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CAREERS
This section explains what you can do with your new qualification when you pass.

Progression and Career Possibilities
Knowing the value of your qualification is important so here it is again!
•

progression to Degrees – 80% of Politics students opt for this route

•

progression to employment – local council or civil service

•

progression to apprenticeships – BBC, KPMG, Civil Service

Politics at university
Many of our students go on to study Politics at university or degrees related to Politics (such
as International Relations, Global Security, History, Social and Political Sciences). This
document outlines the best universities to study Politics at, the skills you need for a Politics
degree, the extra-curricular activities that will help you prepare for a Politics degree, and what
you can do after you graduate with a degree in Politics.
Skills required for a Politics degree that universities will be looking for:
• An interest in current affairs and political news
•

The ability to read, understand and deconstruct complex texts, journals and books

•

The ability to evaluate and criticise ideas, examples and theories

•

The ability to fuse together theory with real life examples

•

Essay writing skills – both for short essays (2000 words) and dissertations (10000-15000
words)

•

Source analysis skills

•

The ability to work independently on academic work

•

Personal research skills from a variety of sources e.g. websites, journals, books

•

Numerical skills for analysing political data e.g. election results

•

If you are thinking of PPE, some degrees require Maths AS or A Level

•

Strong verbal communication skills for debates, discussions and presentations

•

A knowledge of political history both in the UK and abroad e.g. Communism in Russia
and Cuba, authoritarianism in North Korea, Fascism in Germany and Italy.

•

Strong recall and memory skills for exams

•

A well-developed political vocabulary

•

A clear working knowledge of the political spectrum and ideologies e.g. right and left
wing, conservatism, liberalism, feminism, Third Way, etc

•

A desire to learn about political theory e.g. Rousseau and Machiavelli
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The top 20 universities to study Politics at (Guardian League Tables):
1.

St Andrew’s University

2. University of Oxford

Variety of degrees to study
which link to politics
✓ Politics
✓ Politics, Philosophy &
Economics
✓ International Relations
✓ Politics & History
✓ Sociology
✓ Social Policy
✓ Languages
✓ Journalism

3. University of Warwick
4. University of Cambridge
5. Bristol University
6. King’s College London
7. London School of Economics
8. University of Exeter
9. University College London
10. University of Kent
11. University of the West of England Bristol
12. University of East Anglia
13. Coventry University
14. University of Surrey
15. University of Essex
16. York University
17. Durham University
18. School of Oriental and African Studies
19. University of Leeds
20. University of Nottingham

Lots of students also take courses which over a year out either at an overseas university or a work
placement, just some of options have taken:
•

International relations year at Berkley University, California, USA

•

Politics & History year at University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada

•

Politics year out working for MPs in local constituency offices or at parliamentary office

Lots of our students stay on to complete a Master’s programme, here are some recent ones:
•

MSC Social Research Methods

•

MA International Relations

•

MA Urban Planning

•

MA in Development Studies

•

MA in Sociology

•

MA Public Policy
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What can you do with a politics degree?
The answer is a lot! Politics graduates are hired by many leading local, national, and
international public service, media, charity, and private sector organisations. Many
organisations have fast track graduate programmes. Both of your politics teachers worked in
the private sector before changing careers to become teachers. Our politics related degrees
were useful in two ways: we had a broader picture of the state of the nation and how major
national and international political, social, and economic institutions work and we were able
to apply our critical thinking skills to project management.
Just some of the jobs that you could do!
•

Solicitor

•

Work for a political party or pressure group

•

Become a journalist

•

Go into teaching or lecturing

•

Do further postgraduate study

•

Work for a charity or NGO

•

Go into social work

•

Work for a bank or international finance organisation

•

Civil Service

•

Do a law conversion postgraduate qualification

•

Go into business or marketing

•

Work as a lobbyist or for a lobbying organisation

•

Human Rights organisations work

•

Public Affairs consultant

•

Become an officer in the Armed Forces

•

Work for the MOD

Alex Howell
NGDP grad scheme
Doncaster Council
Member of Towns Fund scheme
working with Ministry of Housing
& Local Communities
Member of board – City Matters
Writes football news articles

Jessica Nightingale
Civil Service roles:
Northern Powerhouse team
Cabinet Office
Adult social care funding
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Yusuf Omar
Young Persons Practitioner
Talk Listen Change
A young person’s program is
aiming to help young people
build healthy relationships.

Politics success stories
Joe De Paola (left Xavs in 2016) has secured a
place on the prestigious Politics & Parliamentary
Studies degree at University of Leeds – only 12
places a year! Joe spent his 3rd year working for
Rachel Reeves MP in Westminster. During this
time, he supported constituency work and Ms
Reeves role as Chair of the Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy Select Committee.
Beth Russell (left Xavs in 2017) secured a place on the
highly competitive International Relations course at
Bristol University. This year she has spent her 3rd year
studying politics at Berkley University in California.

Kate O’Neill (left Xavs in 2003) studied
Politics, Philosophy & Economics at
Oxford University, and worked as a
senior adviser to Nick Clegg, deputy PM.
Here she is with Politics students
following our Question Time event in
November 2012

Aidan Balfe secured a
place at Baliol College
Oxford to study PPE in
Oct 2015. Aiden
completed the Civil
Service Fast Stream &
was working in Dept.
for Exiting EU, now is
Joint Biosecurity
Centre.
Louis Degenhardt went onto Politics and International studies (POLIS) at the University of Cambridge.
In 2010, he was part of Andy Burnham's campaign for Labour leadership. Louis is currently a political
news editor on Sky News.
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Noella Kisina (left Xavs in 2013) is studying for a
degree in International Relations and is planning to
run to be an MP in the Congo. ‘My parents were
refugees that left a mark on me and made me
aware of the situation. Because I was born here,
raised in this country with a very democratic
society, made me want to be politically active, and
to help democracy in the land of my parents.’

Robbie Lee & Ella Parkinson (left Xavs in 2017)
have gone on to politics and social policy
degrees at Birmingham University and the
LSE respectively.
Robbie stood as a prospective parliamentary
candidate for The Green Party in the 2017 GE
and both students represented Young People
in devolution debates and European Youth
Parliament debates.
Ella secured summer internships at Dept of
Trade and IPPR

Where will you go? What will you go on to do?
Xaverian Politics students go on to big and bright futures!
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